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6 They took 
the bodies 
and cut off 
the heads. 

They ate the 
hearts and 
drank the 
blood ? 

The return 
of the 
cannibals 



Exclusive 


Richard 
Lloyd Parry 

reports from Borneo 


As many as four thousand people on the island of Bor- 
. nen. including women and children, have been ritually 
' murdered in an outbreak of head bunting and cannibalism 
which has been ail but covered up by the Indonesian 
government. 

Headless human remains seen by 77ie Independent, to- 
gether with graphic pictures obtained from a local pho- 
tographer. represent the first solid evidence of what has 
until now been little more than rumour: an ethnic war 
of scarcely imaginable savagery, fought according to an- 
cieni principles of black magic, between inhabitants of 
the worlds fourth biggest nation. 

The killings look place in the first two months of this 
year in the remote province of West Kalimantan, close 
to Indonesia's border with Malaysia, which shares the vast 
equatorial island of Borneo. Most of those who died were 
settlers from the island of Madura, east of the main In- 
donesian population centre. Java. 

For decades, land disputes and cultural differences have 
causal simmering tension between the Madurese and the 
. original inhabitants of Borneo, a raw known as the 
Davaks. At the very end of last year it exploded, after 
two Davak men were stabbed at a pop concert, alleged- 
ly hv Madurese youths. The authorities restored an un- 
easy peace, but when rumours began to spread of similar 
attacks a month later, thousands of Dayaks, urged on by 
tribal shamans, began a series of mob attacks on 

Madurese settlements. ~ , 

The road between Pontianak and the town of Pobau- 
man, two and a half hours’ drive to the north-east , ,\s still 
lined with hundreds of burned out houses ^ rraer ^ 0 ^ 
cupied hv Madurese. In thick jungle near the town of 
Salaoga last week, Ihelndepatdentvns dim a few of 
the victims of these attacks: six skeletons, five of them 
in a cinele <raoL all of them lacking skulls^ 

Photographs taken by a local man on 7 February show 
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Scots Tories 

split 

from party 



Tbe skull of a MaAyese tribesman, one of 4,000 killed - and many of them eaten - in an ethnic 
war with the Dayak tribe hi West Kalimantan, Borneo, in February 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

The Scottish Conservatives are 
preparing to split from the 
English party at their annual 
conference later Lhis mouth. 
Supporters of the move hope iL 
will help their party lo win new 
popularity afieT the loss of all 
the Scottish Tory seats in the 
general election, and that it win 
give them a better chance of suc- 
cess in Labour's planned Scot- 
tish parliament. 

It would also allow them to 
elect a leader instead of having 
one chosen for them by the Eng- 
lish party leader, and to select 
candidates independently in- 
stead of from a Central Office- 
approved list. However, it 
would deprive them of financial 
support from the Toiy head- 
quarters in London. The new 
party might change its name, 
possibly to the Scottish Union- 
ist Association. 

This weekend the chairman 
of the Scottish party said she be- 
lieved that members would call 
for radical change at the forth- 
coming gathering in Perth, and 
that the Conservative leadership 
in Smith Square, London, 
would accept their decision. 

Annabel Goldie, chairman of 
the Conservative Central Office 
in Scotland, has told party 
members: “Nothing is off 
limits.” 

by John Major just weeks before 
the general election when her 
predecessor, Michael Hirst, was 
forced to resign after admitting 
a homosexual affair. 

“This conference, in short, is 
talking about the survival of the 
party,” she said. When the 
Scottish Conservatives were 
linked with the English party 20 
years ago it was felt to be an ef- 
ficient system, she said, but 
that might no longer be the case. 

“In many respects it has been 
effective and it has been worth- 
while. But there may be an ar- 
gument tbat events have 
overtaken that structure," she 


told The Independent. How- 
ever. she added, it would be in- 
appropriate for her to give her 
to comment on demands for a 
new, autonomous Scottish par- 
ty at this stage. 

“If the demand for change 
and for radical restructuring is 
as ciameni as I anticipate it will 
be, then that clament demand 
will indeed require to be 
processed,” she said. 

Party leaders in London bad 
accepted that their Scottish 



Annabel Gokfie: Anticipates 
clamant demand for change 

wing most decide its own future, 
die added. “I think south of the 
border there is enormous sym- 
pathy for the position in which 
we find ourselves, and a readi- 
ness to accept that we have to 
determine what it is we must do 
to survive.” she said. 

The party would be quite ca- 
pable of surviving financially as 
an independent entity, she 
added. However, it would be 
likely to retain strong links with 
its English counterpart because 
of its belief in the union. An- 
other crucial decision to be 
taken at this month’s conference 
of the Scottish Conservative 


and Unionist Association will be 
its approach to the referendum 
on a Scottish parliament, due to 
be held in September. 

Miss Goldie is chairman of 
the professional wing of the 
Scottish Conservatives, the 
equivalent of the Smith Square 
headquarters in London. This 
month’s conference is of its vol- 
untary wing, the Scottish Con- 
servative and Unionist 
Association. Some members 
at^ue that the new party should 
unite these two wings and act as 
a single organisation with an 
elected leader. 

TUr former foreign secretary, 
Malcolm Rifldnd, has been sug- 
gested as a possible leader, hut 
it is believed he still hopes to re- 
turn to Westminster after los- 
ing bis Edinburgh Pentiands 
seat. 

However, Mr Rifldnd said in 
an article in the Scotsman last 
week that Conservatives north 
of the border should reform as 
a modern unionist party with 
separate funding and a dis- 
tinctly Scottish identity. 

Other Scottish Conservatives 
have complained bitterly that 
the party leadership has been 
out of touch with what was hap- 
pening Qorth of the border. 

Arthur Bell, chairman of the 
Scottish Tbry Reform Group, is 
among them. He believes the 
party has defied its own princi- 
ples by becoming more cen- 
tralised and would like to see an 
independent group at West- 
minster which would work with 
the Conservatives as a number 
of independent centre-right par- 
ties work together in Europe. 

“You cannot have your poli- 
cies handed down by people 
who very occasionally come up 
to shoot in Scotland,” he said. 

Leadership contest, page 4 
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benefit for 16-18 year olds 



Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 




Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, 
will signal the go ahead for the re- 
placement of child benefit for lb- 
18 year olds with an educational 
allowance as part of a radical 
we Hare- to- work strategy to be 
unveiled in bis first Budget. 

Mr Brown, who will today seek 
to put jobs at the centre of the Eu- 
ropean agenda at a meeting of Eu- 
ropean finance ministers, is 
planning a wide-ranging package 
of measures to get young people 
back to work as part of next 
month’s Budget. 

A review of the detailed pro- 
posals for the education al- 
lowance, including the amount 
and eligibility, is being carried out 
by Baroness Blackstone, but se- 
nior Cabinet sources said Mr 
Brown will confirm the plans in 

^ There was speculation that the 
proposals for replacing child ben- 
efit had been abandoned, after 
they appeared to.have been wa- 
tered down to a review in the 
Labour election manifesto. 

But sources close to the Chan- 
cellor last night denied any change 

of the policy. “There is a com- 



iployed 16-year-old loses it. 
mother of an Etonian sixth- 


mitment and it is incorrect to say 
it has been dropped," said the 
source. 

The Budget is set to follow in 
the radical, reforming pattern of 
the first weeks of the Blair ad- 
ministration. The welfare-io-work 
plans will be financed largely by 
the £5bn windfall profits tax on the 
privatised utilities. 

Scrapping child benefit for 16- 
to 18-year-olds could release an 
estimated £600m to pay for edu- 
cation allowances for children 


from poorer families to continue 
with their education beyond the 
existing school leaving age. 

The welfare to education re- 
view, produced last September by 
Mr Brown with Harriet Harman, 
now the Social Security Secretary, 
and David Blunkelt, the Em- 
ployment and Education Secre- 
tary. said: “The current system of 
child benefit after 16 docs not 
work. It is not universal and nev- 
er has been . . . The mother of an 
unem[ 

Theme 

former in a millionaire family re- 
ceives £1.500 over three years.” 

Mr Blunkett was wary about 
scrapping part of child benefit, 
which goes to around 12.5 million 
children and nearly seven million 
families, but is fully behind the 
moves to offer children al- 
lowances to stay on in some form 
of education or training. 

As part of preparing children 
for work. Education ministers 
this week will tell schools to pay 
more attention lo literacy and nu- 
meracy. It may mean cutting class 
projects and trendy teaching 
methods, to concentrate on the 
three “Rs” of reading, writing and 
arithmetic, pending the outcome 
of a curriculum review. 


Treasury sources refused to 
confirm weekend speculation that 
Mr Brown had decided to keep 
mortgage interest tax relief (Mi- 
ras), worth £27 a month to the av- 
erage householder on the 
maximum relief of 15 per cent on 
the first £30,000 of a mortgage. 
Scrapping it would save around 
£3bn and would remove the un- 
fair advantage over those renting 
property, but it would be a heavy 
blow to “middle England” voters, 
who put their trust in Mr Blair at 
the election, particularly after 
two hikes in interest rates. 

Mr Blair promised no increas- 
es in the tax rates, but Mr Brown 
is expected to raise more taxes in 
the Budget through allowances, 
and dosing loopholes on business, 
with “green" car taxes on pollut- 
ing “gas guzzlers", company cars, 
and closing company tax ' loop- 
holes. 

Mr Blair this week wifi take a 
unique opportunity to explain 
the Government's plans for fiex- 
ible working policies in Europe by 
addressing the board of the Ford 
motor company in a London ho- 
tel. It will be the first time that 
the US executives as a group have 
been addressed by a Prime 
Minister. 
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Whitehall to act over lost 
radioactive dumps 



hundreds of unchartedraSo^^Sl—r* 6 actIon 10 “ Wlth 
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a enS2r^c^5 ro ^ re 8 ulations «*» into force. Now 
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no caretakers, no regulators.” 

Man rescues girls from freak wave 

*5? r ^ ued t™ 0 teenage girls after they were 

STa ^ at 8 ^ beaCh ™ ^ 

Paul Date, 32, from Hounslow, west London, plunged into the 
vraves at West Bay, Dorset, to pull the two teenagers to safety after 
they were sucked out by the undertow. “But for him we could have 
beenloolms at fatahdes,” said acting Sergeant David Hughes of 
me Dorset pohce. The 17-year-olds, Rebecca Brown and Donna 
Braceyt-from Bristol, were airlifted to Weymouth and District 
Hospital suffering from water inhalation and slight hypothermia. 
Donna s 11 -year-old sister Cariy, who also went into the water, was 
taken to the same hospital hy ambulance suffering from slight 
hypothermia and shock. A Weymouth hospital spokesman said that 
the girls were discharged later and were “all fine'’. 

Bravery award for nursery nurse 

A nursery nurse who was 
stabbed as she shielded 
children from a machete- 
wielding attacker will be 
honoured by her union this 
week. 

Lisa Potts, 21, suffered deep 
wounds to her bade, chest ana 
hands when Horrett Campbell, 
a paranoid schizophrenic, 
launched the attack during a 
teddy bears' picnic at St Luke's 
school in Wolverhampton last 
year. Miss Potts will be 
presented with a certificate of 
merit for outstanding bravery during Unison’s annual conference 
in Brighton this week. 

Stolen medals found after 14 years 

A medal won by a private in the Boer War has been returned to bis 
granddaughter, 14 years after it was stolen from her home. 

The South Africa Campaign Medal (1899-1902) was recovered 
by Operation Bumblebee officers in a £100,000 raid on pawnshop 
in Lewisham, south-east London. Now Private Samuel Tippett's 
medal has been given back to his granddaughter, Julie Barnshaw, 

57, who owns a pub in Islington, north London. 

Also returned were her grandfather’s gold-coloured Christmas 
1914 tobacco tin, a letter of condolence from George V on his 
death in the Hrst World Whr, and a 'territorial Campaign medal for 
Efficient Service' given to her father James. Mrs Barnshaw said the 
medals and memorabilia were among items stolen by burglars from 
her home in Catford, south-east London, in 1983. “This really 
brings back how brave they were," she said. 

Pensioner blows up flats 

Peggy Seaton, a pensioner, teamed up with the environment 
minister Hilary Armstrong yesterday to change a city’s skyline 
when they pressed buttons to bring down two 16-storey blocks of 
flats above a hillside in Sheffield in controlled explosions. 

The blast, using 120kgs of explosives which converted the tower 
blocks into 24,000 tonnes of rubble, came at exactly the same time 
as the Yorkshire-based contractor Controlled Demolition had 
arranged to blow down a 10-storey office block 4,000 miles away in 
Rockville, Montgomery, near Washington DC in the United States. 

Charles Moran, managing director of the company, said: “This is 
the first time we've blown down buildings simultaneously on both 
sides of the Atlantic.” Mrs Seaton, 74. was chosen to help Ms 
Armstrong set off the Sheffield blast because she has lived so long 
- 32 years - on the Norfolk Park estate where the flats stood. 
Thousands of people turned out to watch the explosion. 

007 director aspires to new heights 

Roger Spottiswoode. the English director of the latest 007 film. 
Tomorrow Never Dies, is preparing to make a £13m film about the 
battle lo build Salisbury Cathedral’s immense spire. 

The film, based on William Golding's Sixties novel. The Spire, will 
tell the story of the cathedral’s 14th-century dean who is obsessed 
with building a spire for the greater glory of GocL Sir Anthony 
Hopkins was originally cast as the Dean, but became unavailable and 
Spottiswoode is looking for another British actor to replace him. The i 
as yet untitled movie, to be set in 1325, will be part-funded by £lm i 
of N ational Lottery money. 
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PiTgrimage: Mary Hobfrison, the Irish , president, at Iona Abbey yesterday to mark the 1,400th 
anniversary of the death of St Columba. The Irish saint founded the abbey in : the Gth century and 
sent missionaries out to preach the gospel; Ahem set for power, page 7 {Photograph: Reuters), / L 

My regrets, by magistrate 
who jailed 12-year-old girl 


M alcolm Hartley, the magistrate whose decision 
to send a 12 -year-old girl to an adult prison was 
condemned as “barbaric” expressed regret 
yesterday, but claimed he had no other choice. 

Civil liberties campaigners on the Isle of Man have 
promised to take the case of the girl, who had not been 
convicted of any offence and suffers from spina bifida, 
to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the 
Child. 

Mr Hartley said the girl, who lived in a children's 1 home, 
was considered a danger to herself and others. 

He said: ”1 told her that she could be granted bail if 
she continued to live at the children’s home and did not 
go out unaccompanied. The giri refused to accept these 
conditions and so I was left with no alternative. 

“I have three children and many grandchildren - in- 
cluding a grandson the same age as the girl - and 1 did 
not taka the decision to send her to the juvenHe unit light- 
ly." 

The giri is being kept in a cell at special annexe of 
the prison inside the perimeter wall of Victoria Road Prison 



One million turn 
out for Pope’s 
Krakow return 

Pope John Paul il, finally home in 
"my beloved city," slept in his old 
house, visited his old school and 
rejoiced in the cheers of more 
than one million of his countrymen 
yesterday in the biggest turnout of 
his 11 -day Polish pilgrimage. 

The crowd began arriving short- 
ly after dawn for the major Mass of 
his Krakow stay, nearly filling the 
city’s vast Blonla meadow. 

The Pope proclaimed Poland's 
14th century queen, Hedwig, a 
saint, holding up her generosity 
and defence of the common good 
as examples for today’s political 
leaders. His message was part of 
his efforts to keep Poles from los- 
ing their identity and values in the 


transition from a communist to a 
fre e-market economy. 

While many Poles have ex- 
pressed fear that this could be the 
last visit for John Paul, now 77 
and slowed by infirmity, church of- 
ficials suggested he may return 
next year, when he has been invit- 
ed for the 1 ,000th anniversary of 
Gdansk on the Baltic coast 

Although he walked slowly and 
his voice was weak, the Pontiff 
managed to hold up his staff to 
acknowledge chants of “Long live 
the Pope". 

The former Karol Wojtyla spent 
most of his fife as student, priest 
and archbishop before his election 
to the papacy. He spent the night 
in the 17th century archbishop's 
residence where he lived for 14 
years. He also visited JagieJIonian 
University, where he studied theol- 
ogy in secret after it was dosed by 
the Nazis. AP - Krakow 


in Douglas. She Is kept away from adult Inmates but can 
associate with offenders aged up to 16. 

A 15-year-old youth is at the same jail where he is 
thought to be serving a six-month sentence for assault 
and theft. A 14-year-okJ boy awaiting trial was released 
a few days ago when his parents agreed to take care 
of him. 

A Manx advocate, Terence McDonald, has called for 
the island's government to cany out urgent reforms. "It 
is barbaric to lock up children in jail and place them in 
cells," he said. 

Mr Hartley, a member of the prison board, said: "ft is 
a modem unit with specially trained staff and i believe 
the giri will receive the care she needs.” 

The giri, who is not being named, first appeared be- 
fore Mr Hartley on Tuesday charged with assault and 
criminal damage. He said: “The police requested a re- 
mand in custody and it was considered the girl was in 
moral danger as she tended to go missing for lengthy 
periods and the staff at the children's home could not 
control her.” Kim Sengupta 


Michael Hickey 
on theft charge 

Michael Hickey, one of the Bridge- 
water Four, was last night back in 
custody after being charged with 
theft and carrying an offensive 
weapon. 

Mr Hickey, 36, was arrested in 
Birmingham city centre on Satur- 
day, said West Midlands police. 

He was taken to Steefhouse 
Lane police station and inter- 
viewed by detectives before being 
charged with theft and possessing 
an offensive weapon. 

The charge Is thought to be in 
connection with the alleged theft of 
a tray of gold rings from the city’s 
Supergokl store. 

He is being held in custody and 
is due to appear before magis- 
trates in Birmingham today. 

Mr Hickey was one of four men 
jailed in 1979 for the murder of the 
paperboy Carl Bridgewater at Yew 
Tree Farm, Stourbridge. 

He was ordered to be detained 
indefinitely while his cousin Vin- 
cent Hickey and James Robinson 
were given life. Pat Molloy was 
convicted of manslaughter. 

The men, who always protested 
their innocence, became known as 
the Bridgewater Four during their 
campaign to have the convictions 
quashed. 

After a long campaign, they 
were freed in February when the 
prosecution accepted that fresh 
evidence left the case against 
them fundamentally flawed. 
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First Direct Base Rate 


With effect from 9 June 1997, 
First Direct Base Rate has 
been increased by 0.25% 
to 6.50% p.a. 


HomeOwner Reserve 


With effect from 9 June 
„ 1 997, the HomeOwner 
Reserve rate has been 

increased by 0.25% to 
H= 12.75% p.a. (APR 13.3%) 


New from America 


Advil 

IBUPROFEN 

Advanced! 

medicine for pain 


Nothing is proven 
to work better for 
headaches. 
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Green tax prompts shaip 
increase in fly-tipping a : ; 

baease bUMptag. according to a sum^publbhed todajj; £ . 

Three-quarters of local authorities have reported an racrauei&c 
the illegal practice since the introduction of the landfill taxlastye . 

October. ■ 

The disposal of waste at landfill sites was taxed at up to £7 per f.‘: 
tonne under the measures and was intended to encourage less 
rubbish being produced. It was also aimed at encouraging recycling 

and has raised £lllm in its first three months. ■ 

But in the commercial sector, only one third of.waste producers ’ 
were reducing the amount of taxable waste they produced.. 

Roger Wood, of Coopers & Lybrand, who carried out the survey, 
said: %n this double Budget year, the Chancellor has a golden: . 
opportunity to make landfill tax a more effective eco-tax than it .. 
appears to be at present, with or without raising the rates." . . 


WILDLIFE 

‘Ratty’ at home in the urban jungle 

The water vole, once a fa mil iar 
sight on rural river banks and 
streams, bgs become a survivor 
in the urban jungle. 

The creatur e, fa med as Ratty 
in Wind in the Widows, has found 
that living in polluted city 
waterways gives it an escape 
route from one of its worst 
Mipmiwi, the American mink. 

Scientists working with the 
Environment Agency and The 
W ildlife Trusts’ Water Volewatcfa 
have found that water voles have 
disappeared from more than 
two thirds of sites where they 
once bred. 

This is due largely to habitat 
loss, change in land use, 

predation by mink and - . 

fluctuations in water levels. They have almost vanished from major 
rivers and now live in beadstreams, canals, urban watercourses; 
drainage dykes, dty lakes and even garden ponds. • 


EDUCATION 

English children falter in maths 

Standards in primary schools will come under the spotlight again • 
this week, with another report showing English children slipping . 
down the international league table. 

Nine-year-olds will be shown to be struggling with basic maths, 
laggin g substantially behind children from countries in the Pacific 
Run and eastern Europe. 

The report came as the Government prepares this week to 
launch a drive to promote more teaching of the three Rs in 
primary schools. Ministers have proposed that schools should 
spend an hour a day on reading and writing. 

They are also likely to demand more time for arithmetic in the 
wake of the latest study of half a million nine-year-olds in 26 
countries. Due out on Tuesday, it is expected to show roughly the 
same results as last year’s worldwide survey of 13-year-olds. 

The Third International Maths and Science Stud found that 
English 13-year-olds got an average of only 53 per cent of maths 
questions correct. • , 


INDUSTRY 

/ • -• 

Women behind in computer skills 

Only 5 per cent of professional information technology personnel 
and just one in five computer studies students are women, - 

according to research published today — • 

There are also indications that the number of female students in 
computer-related courses is declining in some higher education 
institutions, IT recruitment consultants DP Connect and 
Computing magazine found. 

Schoolgirls are encouraged to view familiarity with information 
technology as a means of securing an office job, but not as a career . 
in itself The study says: “Women IT professionals tended to have 
entered the industry by accident” Meanwhile, the Wunwright 
Dust, a charitably funded research group into equal 
opportunities, found that the promotion and recruitment of 
women in the private sector had been adversely affected % the 
tendency to devolve decision-making to line managers. 

PETS 

Insurance is best policy for dogs 

Pet owners are more likely to insure their dogs than their cats; ' 
Canines account for 60 per cent of all pet insurance policies, ••• 
research by Datamonitor has found, compared with 15 per centfor 
felines. Horses and ponies fall in the middle, with a quarter of v-f- 
policies aimed at protecting them. 

Although Britain is meant to be a nation of animal lovers the. 
figures show that fewer than one in 10 pets have insurance policies: 
with a total of 168,072 cats, dogs and horses covered. 
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; . . oniine every day otiAOL - . Vft ggflU 

. Cat! 0800 376 5376 

for FREE software -quote 

NEWSPAPERS ^ 

SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Father 

doesn’t 

know 

best 


Teenagers want to talk about 
sex, but not to their dads 


news 


Clare Gamer 




Fathers may think they are do- 
ing their offspring a favour by 
sparing them the embarrass- 
ment of talking about sex but. 
according to new research, they 
should think again. 

A Harris survey on teenagers 
and promiscuity identifies fa- 
thers as the worst offenders in 
the approachahilitv stakes. 
Britain’s teenagers want to talk 
more openly about their sexu- 
al worries, but three in four fed 
unable to embark on such a con- 
versation with their fathers. 

Parents seem to be suffering 
in silence, too. While three in 
four parents say they worry 
about their teenagers having un- 
der-age sex, the same number 
never talk to their children 
about important sexual issues. 

Even those who talk lo their 
children about sex steer clear 
of fundamental issues, the sur- 
vey reveals. Four in 10 parents 
who say Ihey talk about sex have 
not mentioned contraception, 
and three in 10 have never spo- 
ken about AIDS. Eight in 10 
have never discussed mastur- 
bation and the same number 
have never made any refer- 
ence to oral sex. 

“The majority of parents in 
Britain are leaving their kids’ sex 
education to chance and letting 
them drift into early promiscu- 
ity '•ays Steve Chalke, founder 
1 »i the Oasis ThisU which com- 
missioned the survey, resident 
iamily specialist on GMTV. and 
author of the forthcoming book 
Hi w to Succeed as a Parent. 

“Most of the 8,000 under-16s 
who become pregnant every 
year in the UK never even 
wanted to have sex, let alone a 
baby." he adds. Rather, they had 
sex! he says, because they 
"didn't know how to say ‘no’. It 
is a scandal that so many of 
Britain's parents are exposing 
their kids to this danger and not 
even bothering to discuss con- 
traception with them.” 


Dos and donuts 
of parenting 


Ten things you SHOULD 
NOT say to yoor child: 

1) “Ybii’re sa stupldl" - 

2) “Sometimes, I wish 
you’d neveF been bom!" 

3) “If only ybu were more 
like your brother!" - . : 

4 ) “YOU could do so well, 
if only—" 

5) "Look .at everything I ve ; 
given up for youT 

6) “Act your agel r " \ 

/{.“Don't be siUy, there s .. 
nothing: to be frightened 

otr . f 

8) “Waft until your father. 
getsTromer • . j 

9) ?You have no Idea wnat 
you’re. talking about!" - 

10 ) ^ou always/never 

Ten things youSHOULP 

say to your.cnao: 

1 ) “I’mso proodofyotir .... 

well donel" ^ . , 
21 “Ybii’re 90 thoughtful — 

31 “You -re . clever to have - • 

worked that'outT- 
41 “I love you. - 
•,:5Y “What do you JMnK ,• : 
-.about — ' ' -,v. J- 

‘ that’s what counts. . 

gj^aomr- VWB you-. 

^d e tor - ' 


Time, says Mr Chalke in the 
run-up to Father's Day, is the 
“greatest gift” a father can give 
his child. 

Citing the experts' view that 
the average father spends three 
minutes- a-day in "quality” con- 
versation with his children. Mr 
Chalke emphasises that he 
means "quantity time”. 

"Tune lo talk. Time to listen. 
Time to show you care," he says. 

"If you want to diffuse the 
teenage time-bomb you have to 
start talking to them when 
they're toddlers ...The deep is- 
sues and important questions - 
the things that matter most to 
children - trickle out because a 
parent is there." 

Four out of five teenagers feel 
unable to talk to their fathers 
about important issues, sexual 
or otherwise. They single out 
Gazza, Grant Mitchell of the 
soap opera, Eas tenders, and 
Prince Charles as Britain's 
worst fathers. Why? Because 
they do not spend enough time 
with their children. 

Chris Evans, David Wickes, 
from Eas lenders, and Terry 
Duckworth, from Coronation 
Street . also fared badly. 

The average child spends 
three hours a day watching 
television. Mr Chalke combines 
this fact with the apparent lack 
of communriatlon between par- 
ents and children and draws the 
obvious conclusion. 

“Instead of being influenced 
by their parents, they're taking 
their lead from friends, TV 
and magazines. So the question 
isn’t: Are your kids being brain- 
washed?’ It’s: ‘What are your 
kids’ brains being brainwashed 
with? If parents don't discuss sex 
properly they’re risking their 
child's future.” 

The survey, which was carried 
out with 675 parents and 675 
children in rne UK, reveals 
that six out of 10 parents would 
be worried if their children 
were homosexual, and particu- 
larly fathers. “So why on earth 
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Across the generations: John Clark, 49, talking to his teenage daughter Martha - but not about sex 


Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


‘Children 
are better 
off being 
children’ 


John Clark and his teenage daughter, 
Manha. have a close relationship, 

» ch »e that they talk about 
sex. Neither pam- would wish ii any 

other way. writes Clare Gamer. 

1 think it’s about respecting 

boundaries.” said Mr Clark. 49, a 
juw ersity lecturer who lives in north 
London. "I don’t think I should be 
obliged to talk to Martha about sex. I 
aon t think it’s necessarily 
appropriate. ” He recently overheard 
two school girls discussing flavoured 
condoms and oral sex. -Well.* he 
mused. ‘I'm qoi going to start talking 
to Manha about flavoured condoms, 
quite honestly'." 

Martha, 16, has never felt the need 
to talk to her parents about sex. 

■ I? 0 !,’ s ^ e provided her 

1 u- . ,he xx education she needs. 

I think our school is particularly 
good on that because it's a girls’’ 
school, she said. "We've got a lot of 
female teachers who want us to know 
about it." 

At 12, she was taught how to pul 
condoms on carroLs and every year 
since, the lessons have become 

more serious”, focusing in particular 
on HTV and Aids. Martha said she 
would tell her parents if she wanted 
to go on the Pill. -Bui I wouldn't 
need iheir support thaL much." she 
hastened to add. 

Mr Clark outlined his approach to 
parenting. "Our familv line is that 
children are better off being children 
than growing up, which means you 
don't necessarily talk to them about 
sex all foe rime." he said. “That's a 
good excuse, isn't it!" 

He is more concerned with 
establishing a "good quality 
relationship" with Martha so that if 
she needs to talk she can, than 
spelling out foe mechanics of sex. 

“The idea of having a set of rules 
that between foe a§e of 12 and 14 
you discuss the various positions of 
sexual intercourse and alternative 
forms of contraceptive is ridiculous," 
he said. He remembered how 
awkward he felt when he was called 
upon to explain certain scenes in 
films and soap operas: "What 1 had 
to do is not flee the room - which I 
was definitely tempted to do." 

Even Shakespeare has proved 
problematic. “We went to A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream," he said 
“It’s very explicit what’s happening, 
that this donkey is having sex with a 
fairy. What are you going to say 
about that?" 


can’t they sit down and chat 
about it?" asks Mr Chalke. 

The amount fathers worry 
about this issue varies region- 
ally. Sixty-one percent of fathers 
living in \^lcs and the Midlands 
would be worried 54 per cent 
of those living in London and 
the South, and 53fZ- of those liv- 
ing in Scotland and the North. 

Working-class parents are 
most womed about their child 
being gay (61 per cent), while 


middle-class parents are least 
worried (48 per cent) about this 
eventuality. 

In his book, Mr Chalke. him- 
self a father-of-four, offers 10 
“survival tips" on how to "thrive 
on" as opposed to “survive" par- 
enting, starting with “be Real- 
istic- There’s no such thing as 
a perfect parent" and finishing 
with 10 things you should and 
should not say to your child. 

Leading article, page 14 
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What the 
survey found 


Main points of survey: 

■ Three out.of four 

parents have been 
womed about their 
teenagers having ... 
under-age sex. . ■' 

■ One In two teenagers 
have sax before 16. ' 

■ Three in tour parents . . 

. never talk to their children 
about important sexual • 
-Issues.’ ' 

■ Three in four teenagers 
cannot talk to their fathers, 
about important sexual 
Issues. 

■ Four in five teenagers 
cannot talk to their fathers 
about important issues 
(regardless of whether or 
not they are sexual). 

■ Eight in 10 parents 
haven’t discussed 
masturbation. 

■ Eight in 10 parents 
haven't discussed oral 
sex, 

■ Four in 10 parents / 
haven't discussed 
contraception. 

■ Three in tan parents 
haven't discussed Aids. 



Fcstasy fear as two die at raves 

%/ . . “There seems to be little doubt little to say at this time and wi 

initial mqumes suggest Thenarenls will not be issuing a statemen 


initial inquiries suggested the 

ira cnaa — teenager from Gimisty had 

— ' . fll _ taken an ecstasy tablet rtc sus- 
Polke are investigating wc £ om our inquiries so far 

SShs at the weekend of j*cl *0^ ^ of dicing 

young people who may h substance. Although 

taken the P^^^vear-old the p^T-mortern eMnunauoD 
Earfy yesterday, a 1 not been conducted, from 

BS^SaFss asasass: 

-tf si***-; 


"There seems to be little doubt 
he has taken drugs. The parents 
are grief-stricken. I don't think 
foe shock has sunk in yet, but 
what can you say? 

He added: "The nature of foe 
death is a classic reaction of the 
bodv to ecstasy and I would be 
surprised if it turned out to be 
anything else." 

A spokesman for the Active 
Corporation, which organised 
foe event at the Fhntasy Island 
complex in Ingoldmdls, near 
Skegness, said :“Therc is very 


little to say at this time and we 
mil not be issuing a statement 
untiliomonrw." The rave is be- 
lieved to have been attended by 
300 partygoers. 

In a separate incident, a man 
- believed to be aged between 
20 and 22 years old - was tak- 
en to hospital from an all-night 
rave event in Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire, but attempts 
10 revive him failed and he was 
certified dead at 11.25pm on 
Saturday,. The coroner has 
been informed. 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

Midland’s mortgages are subject to security and status. A charge will be taken over the property and appropriate life policies). The following example illustrates monthly repayments 
for a typical caprtal-repaymenl fixed-rate mortgage ol £40.000 over 25 years with (merest fixed at 539* until 30/07/1999. Thereafter, interest is charged at our variable rare which is 
currently 7.60%. Estimated costs and lees are baaed on a valuation or purchase price of £55300 and indude an estimated valuation fee ol £110 although this may vary according to the 
property's value. A £150 booking fee is payable when the application is agreed in principle. Booking and valuation tees are refunded on draw-down. In addition to figures queried 
below, premiums tor the required mortgage protection policy are payable: 24 net monthly payments of £238.44 loltowed by 276 net monthly repayments of £271.20. Total gross 
amount payable £88.081.90 (APR 7.5*1 . All APfts variable. For a writlen quotation, call 0800 494 999. All calls are recorded and may be monitored as part ol oor on-going review of 
service quality. Midland Bank pic Is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance, pensions and unit trusts. Member HSBC Group 


We heard you wanted ... 


a first-time buyer's rate 
of 5*99% [TM. APR) 
fixed until July 1999* 


No one wants to take risks with their money. So now Midland's 
fixed-rate mortgage gives you the financial security to plan 
ahead: you can safety budget until July 1999 for essentials 
like furnishing your house and other home improvements. 
What's more, it’s just part of a complete mortgage package that 
lets you choose the options you feel most comfortable with. 


Call for a quotation 


<Z> 

Midland 

I — | The Listening Bank 

Call 0800 494 999 

www mid biuftu nk.com 
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news 


Boost for 


Clarke in 


survey 


CoBn Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Kenneth Clarke is expected to 
win a ballot of constituency 
party chairmen today on the eve 
of the election among 164 Tory 
MPs for the Conservative Par- 
ty leadership. 

The results of the ballot to be 
announced tomorrow will give 
Mr Clarke's bandwagon a huge 
heave by putting pressure on 
Tory MPs to back the former 
Chancellor in the secrecy of the 
first ballot 

William Hague is expected to 
come second in the ballot of 
Tory constituency chairmen, 
who will cast their votes by tele- 


The results, to be announced 
immediately before MPs vote, 
could increase the demands 
for a re-run of the election, if 
the MPs ignore the views of the 
constituencies and elect one of 
the outright Euro-sceptic right- 
wing candidates, Michael 
Howard, Peter Lilley or John 
Redwood 

The right-wing camps will 
meet after MPs vote tomorrow 
morning to thrash out a deal to 
stop Mr Clarke or Mr Hague, 
amid continuing speculation 
thai Baroness Thatcher would 


against Tony Blair, offered the 
right no concessions yesterday 
in his pro-European views. 

The ex-Chancellor, who last 
week called for delay of the 
single currency, on BBC Tele- 
vision’s On the Record pro- 
gramme refused to commit 
himself to a referendum on 
the single currency beyond the 
lifetime of this Parliament. 

All the camps yesterday were 
trying to talk-up their support. 
Mr Lille y and Mr Howard were 
believed to be neck-and-neck 
for third place. 

Mr Clarke won the backing 
of the former cabinet minis ter, 
John MacGregor, while the 
Hague camp won the endorse- 
ment of Charles Lewington, 
former head of communica- 
tions at the Conservative Cen- 
tral Office during the election. 

Mr Lewington became the 
first “inside^ to break cover 
over the election debacle, by 
writing in the Sunday Telegraph 
that John Major had admitted 
two weeks before the election 
that the Conservatives could not 
win and that frustration over the 


dvil war in his party plunged the 
ex- Prime Minister mto “black 


f irefer a more Euro-sceptic 
eader. 


leader. 

Mr Lilley called on the third 
and fourth candidates to drop 
out of the race for the second 
ballot, to avoid the right-wing 


vote being split But in a move 
which could help MrQarke, Mr 


which could help Mr Qarke, Mr 
Redwood, the most outspoken 
opponent or European mone- 
tary union, said he intended to 
“go on” until he won the argu- 
ment for ruling out the single 
currency. 

Mr Clarice who is trying to 
convince the Euro-sceptics to 
vote for him, as a “big hitter” 


moods” and he would “lash out 
at those closest to him". 

After Edwina Currie de- 
stroyed Mr Major's pre-election 
rally in Bath by urging him to 
quit early if the Tories lost the 
election, Mr Major told Mr 
Lewington: “I am sorry you 
have to deal with these people.” 
After a pause, Mr Major added, 
“Sometimes I don't know why 
I bother.” 

Sporting Index, the spread- 
bettmg organisation, said Mr 
Qarke is ahead with punters 
betting on the ex-Chancellor 
getting 58-62 votes in the first 
ballot; Mr Hague 33-37; Mr 
Howard 25-29; Mr Lilley 21-25; 
and Mr Redwood 17-20. 
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doubts on 


for the euro 


CoGn Brown 


John Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, taking the plunge in the North Sea yesterday at Whitley Bay in Tyne and 
Wear to mark World Oceans Day. Mr Prescott is a keen diver and has campaigned for cleaner seas Photograph; FA 


Robin Cook yesterday opposed 
moves by the newly elected 
French government to ease the 
economic criteria, for countries 
Htyjqtn a “softer” single Euro- 
pean cunrency. • 

■ The Foreign Secretary made 
it dear thathe beheved foe elec- 
tibia victory for the sodalists un- 
tier Eianel Jospin and the 
aborted attempt by the Ger- 
mans to revalue their gold re- 
serves had raised doubis-about 
the single currency starting on 
time in 1999. 

Mr Cook is one of the lead- 
ing sceptics in the Cabinet 
about the single currency,- but 
there appears to be no differ- 
ence of view within the Gov- 
ernment “big four” - Tbny 
Blair, Gordon: Brown, John 
Prescott and Mr Cook. 

In spite of the warmth of the 
meeting between Mr Blair and 
Mr Jospin in Malmo last Friday, 
Britain is wary about the French 
plans for softening the entry cri- 
teria.for the single currency. 

Asked if he welcomed the 
French idea of a “softer euro”, 
Mr Cook said: “No, not if that 
meant you were making it eas- 
ier for people who had fudged 
the criteria to get in under the 
line.” 

He added: “The debate at the 
moment seems to be in danger 
of polarising between a softer 
Euro, which would not be work- 
able, and a harder Euro which 
would not be popular. 

“If the European single cur- 
rency is to proireed on time it 
is very important that it pro- 
ceeds on time both with credi- 
ble criteria which will make sure 
ft is a credible strong currency 
and secondly with popular back- 
ing." 

Mr Cook was also dismissive 
of some of the five points by Mr 
Jospin at the social democrats' 
gathering in Mahno. 

Mr Jospin said Italy and 
Spain should be included in the - 
first wave. But Mr Cook said; “I 
don't think you should name 
countries who ought to begin, 
as of right. I think countries 


should be entitled t6 join a sin- 
.gle currency if they meet the cri- 
'teria _ That is the issue to be- 
addressed, not the name of foe 
country.” : /■ 

He said" there vras nbwbroad 

agreement id Europe thatfoe 

- approac&fo a-singie currency 
had- to be'uhdexpmned by an 
economic sttfkegy for growth 
and j6bs£' : ; ' '• 

That was why Mr Brown, fo& 
Chancellor, would be putting his. 
proposaJs^oday forjobs to foe : 
meeting rif European, finance 
ministers-..' 

It was'-“unlikely” Britain 
.would jointhe first wave in.1999, . 
said Mr Cook; but he stressed 
that jobs would be the key 


Talking to Tony 



yardstick for Britain’s decision 
on whether to enter the 
currency, if and when it start- 
ed. “We will cany out a hard- 
headed assessment towards the 
end of this year as to whether 
joining would be in the 
economic interests of Britain; 
would it increase or risk jobs. 

“At the moment, we think it 
unlikely that that assessment 
would put to us joining,” he said 
on BBC Television’s Breakfast 
with Frost. 
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MoD to review possibility 


of ban on foxhunting 


Cofin Brown 
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Foxhunting could be banned on 
more than 500,000 acres of 
Ministiy of Defence land fol- 
lowing a review announced yes- 
terday by ministers. 

One of the first victims of a ban 
on foxhunting on MoD land 
could be the Royal Artillery's 
own foxhunting pack at the Bul- 
ford Camp on Salisbury Plain. 

The MoD review, coupled 
with a review of foxhunting on 
Forestry Commission land, 
would hit more than 60 fox- 
hunt ing packs, including one in 
the New Forest foal bunts deer, 
and foxhunting packs in the 
Quuntocks. 

The move could be pre- 
empted this week by Michael 
Foster, a new Labour MP, who 
is under pressure to introduce 
a private members' Bill banning 
hunting with hounds for all 
wild animals. 

Mr Foster, who is anti-fox- 
hunting, came top in the ballot 
of MPs for the right to introduce 
legislation, and will announce 
his decision this week after 
consulting his constituents in 
Worcester. A spokesman for the 
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Hunted: Ban could give foxes a quieter life on MoD land 


League Against Cruel Sports 
said: “It is looking very good. 

“Some hunts will be chopped; 
others will be seriously incon- 
venienced. But what we really 
need is legislation to protect 
wildlife from unnecessary suf- 
fering, by banning all bums 
whether for deer, foxes, hares or 
mink. They would then have to 
go hunting by putting down a 
false trail which would preserve 
the social side of their activity.” 

Field sports lobbyists said 


that up to a dozen hunts would 
be forced to close. But they in- 
sisted that the practical diffi- 
culties of imposing a ban would 
make it an unattractive proposal 
for boLh the MoD and the 
Commission. 

Landowners have written to 
the MoD threatening to with- 
draw permission for exercises to 
encroach on their land, and 
could put up to a quarter of a 
million acres presently used 
for training out of bounds to the 


military in foe case of a ban, said 
Janet George, of the British 
Field Sports Society. 

She said - “There is not much 
benefit and a hell of a lot of has- 
sle for the Government in try- 

back door, which J whatsis is. 

“They don't relish "foe 
prospect of pushing a total ban 
through parliament; but' they 
want to have something to of- 
fer foe anti-bunting lobby.”; 

An MoD spokeswoman said: 
“It is our intention to carry out 
a thorough review of the effec-. 
tiveness of hunting with hounds 
to control fox numbers on MoD 
land" No timetable has yet 
been set for the review, which 
will consider alternative meth- 
ods of controlling fox num- 
bers, such as shooting, but it is 
expected to start soon, and be 
completed “within, months, - 
rather than years”, she added . 

The MoD owns about 600,000 
acres, while the Forestry Com- 
mission controls 2J5 m iltiofl - 

Among hunts which wtMikl prob- 
ably be forced to close by a ban 
are the Borders Hunt, the New 
Forest Fox Hunt and the /New 
Forest Buckhounds.- . 


NOW YOU CAN CALL AMERICA 
FOR JUST 10? PER MINUTE ON SUNDAYS. 


MPs who take bribes face sev* 


years in jail under new law 
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For three selected Sundays this 


gg summer, you can call the States 
Oj 

for the ridiculously low price of 


just Il)p per minute when you talk for five minutes 
or more. The 1st June, the 6th July and the 24th 
August are the dates to remember. But of course, it s 
not only on selected days that you make g rear savings. 


With Mercury SmartCall you can enjoy savings of at 
least 3r.i on all international calls every day of the year. 

So if you don't want to be saddled with a big bill, 
call Mercury now. 


Pritts and tarings ft'rwrt iv at t Mil)' 199 1 , ti<w[urrj against BT t biiic rale 
nme at uerbcndf, SmatlCall is aiviljbleftv a quarterly of 


Mercury SmartCall 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 
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Lobbyists who offer “cash for 
questions” to politicians will be 
caught hy new laws to be an- 
nounced today by Jack Straw, 
the Home Secretary, to dean up 
Parliament after the scandals of 
Tory MPs alleged to be guilty of 
sleaze, writes Colin Brown. 

MPs found guilty of taking 
bribes or illegal gifts would 
face seven years' imprisonment 
under the anli-slcaze Bill to be 
introduced hy Mr Straw, over- 
riding the failed system of self- 
regufation by the Palace of 
Westminster. 


The ami-corruption legisla- 
tion would cover those found 


far iMrnrMvd (alts «v 5 manor* fir mate. 6pm to Aim un-Mays an.! ,wy 
: .-I II rails rul'ir.i re a .1 Sp , .mmrtwn charge. All price* uu. VAT 


tinn would cover those found 
guilty of offering bribes to MPs, 
in addition to the judiciary and 
local councillors, as part of the 
pledge by Tony Blair to raise 
standards in public life. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 


retary, said: "It would cut both 
ways. It’s not just the MPs - it’s 
those who offer foe bribes that 
would be caught by this proposaL 

“It is a common sense step 
forward to improving the state 
of the law. People are going to 
be slightly surprised to discov- 
er that although there arc clear 
laws against bribery, members 
of Parliament are not among the 
categories if you attempt to 
bribe them.” 

The legislation will not act 
retrospectively and therefore 
foe MPs criticised by Sir Gor- 
don Downey, who is investi- 
gating cash-for-questions 
allegations, will not be caught 
in foe net. 

Mr Cook said on BBC tele- 
vision's Breakfast with Frost 
there was an unsatisfactory po- 
sition in which there was no 



sanction by Parliament a gainst 
Neil Hamilton, the former Tory 
MP for Thtton, because he bad 
lost his seaL 

Mr Hamilton strongly denies 
foe allegations and has com- 
plained that he has been pre- 
vented from clearing bis name. 
However, Mr Cook said that in 
future, general elections would 
not stop former MPs faring 
charges. “If a criminal offence 
had taken place then foe charge 
would be pursued within the 
usual tiraebar but not dropped 
because there had been an 
election." 

The Nolan Committee, set up 
to investigate standards in pub- 
lic life, welcomed foe Govern- 
ment initiative. The committee 
has backed Mr Straw’s plan and 
is to recommend a new of- 
fence of misconduct in public 


life when it publishes 
in a few weeks' 

Because of pressure. 
iiamentary time, foe.lcfi**^ 
tion wifi not be intipdnced 
late next year. . ■ r 
The Nolan ComniitieeW-aS 
set up by John Mq'ort 
meat to examine standards^? 
public life following tfteiwhf. 
for-auestions scandal; ■:% 


for-questions scandal; :i 
A spokesman for 
mittce said: “The Nolan Co®: 
mines welcomes mov es- by foj 
Government- to take foggg 
the work of ; 

sion and foe Wg' 
and foe Home Office m tac*W8 

in foe law dafing.back 
1 689 Bill of Rights which 
MPs immunity from p> wlc 

prosecution. 
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Two limited edition Saxos with 2 years iree insurance. 


See! Proof of intelligent life!” Says vindicated liars expert. 


(( 


Now there’s something you don’t see every year.” 
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Ha! GDT A LOaD OF THIS NaSa KNOW IF aLL3: 

.q o Mischief 1 Oi 3 door for just £7,785. 4- CD/radio with 4 speakers. 4 Coded Engine immobiliser. 

+ Painted bumper skirts. 4 Choice of 3 stunning colours. 

. - . f' q inn has all of the above plus: 4 Power steering. 4 Sunroof. 4 Electric front windows. 

g^vnDesi re 1H rro m^xj^ — 

C tral locking 4 Front fog lamps. 4 Option of 3 or 5 doers. 4 A choice of metallic paint finishes. 

Z r YO r J DON'T 3DLIDVF m PHONE OITFODN ON 0800 * 6 * 26 *. 00 IHEPE ! 

- oi e 0 i t r o e n S u mm er Phenomenon 

NOTHING MOVES YOU LIKE A CITROEN 


... 0M R0AC> . pfliCES INCLUDE (MS ON THE ROAD COSTS FOR DELIVERY. NUMBER PLATES AND 12 MONTHS' ROAD FUND LICENCE. TWO YEARS FREE INSURANCE AVAILABLE ON AU SAXO MODELS (EXCEPT VTSI. OFFER SUBJECT TO TEHMS ANO CONDITIONS AND APR LIES TO 

. liEC THE ROAD. SAXO 1.11 a DOOR DJSWt - AmjES ra DRIVERS IN NORTHERN IRELAND, OFFERS APPLY FOR RETAIL REGISTRATIONS BETWEEN 1A*7 AND 2TJL9I UNITED EDCTIOW MODELS SUBJECT TO AVAtLABIUTY. PRICES CORRECT ATTlME Of OOlNOTO PRESS. 
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news 


An historic 


glimpse inside 


the Tsar’s 


family album 


An album of photographs of Tsar Nicholas IT and his 
family taken sntyeare before they were murdered 
Bolsheviks will go on sale in London taler tl 
Entitled Semes ofBelmvjhsk. the album contains 
photographs taken during the annual visft'to the 
imperial hunting lodge, in Poland, fa 1912. Vaj,,^ ,» 
£3,000 to £5,000, it is the highlit of a colleSl,? 
items, dlustrating Uie : domeSticlife and wealth of foe 
royal family, included m Sotheby’s Russia. Sale 
The photographs faclude one of Nicholas n Ieavim» 
church with the Tsanna Alexandra, and their daughter* 
Olga, Tauana, Mana and Anastasia, all ofwhom^ith 
the possible exception of Anastasia, were butchered 
Ekatermberg. Alexei, the Tsarevich, is notfoduded hi 
any of the photographs. A haemophiliac, h&became 
very ill durrng the stay at Belovejhsk after aboatfae 
accident, and the Tsarina believed it was only the 
prayers of the “mad monk” Rasputin that saved him. 

The coronation of Tsar Alexander n in 1856 is 
featured fa a magnificent album of coloured lithographs 
and engravings, estimated at £14,000 -£18,000. The sale 









. ~ .*u,uuu, lUCbiUC 

also includes a 1913 inventory of royal palaces which 
notes that the parquet floor of the Chinese Room at the 
tsanskoe Selo palace was “so highly polished it was 
impossible to run on it”, and how, when Grand Duchess 
Mana Alexandrovna, the 'Bar's aunt, entered the room 
m summer, she would be handed a cut cucumber with 
which to wipe her face and refresh herself 







One of the album's photographs, showing the Tsar (standing) at the imperial hunting lodge in Poland in 1912, six years before he and his family were executed _ Photograph: Sotfo^s 


Britain’s amateurs lose Battle of a ^™ ( ? ns 


out to glamour sports 


Banie dement 




British Airways will be embroil- 
ed in a highly embarrassing 


lan Burrell 


Tbny Banks, the sports minister, 
is facing a rebellion from 
Britain's amateur sports who say 
they are in dire financial straits 
because public funding is being 
diverted to the more televisual 
“glamour” sports. 

They said Britain's chances of 
winning future Olympic medals 
in minor events were being se- 
riously undermined by a new 
ethos which discriminated 
against sports played for en- 
joyment not money. 

Cuts fa funding and bureau- 
cratic demands on sports with 
little administrative back-up 
have led to the laying-off of na- 
tional coaches and the loss of 
vital training and facilities for 
British competitors. 


Jim Fox, the former Olympic 
pentathlon gold medallist, said: 
“The powers that be are only in- 
terested in the Murdoch-tele- 
vised sports. You have to ask 
whether there is a deliberate 
policy to let the minor sports go 
the wail." 

Kevin Hickey, technical di- 
rector of the British Olympic 
Association, said it was an 
“enormous problem” and cited 
more than a dozen Olympic 
sports that were undergoing 
significant funding problems. 

They include weightlifting, 
wrestling, volleyball, handball 
basketball, modem pentathlon, 
triathlon, judo, bobsleigh, curl- 
ing and speed-skating. 

Many amateur sports gov- 
erning bodies are concerned 
that Britain's “sport for all - ’ tra- 


ditions are being lost amid the 
search for new sporting super- 
stars. 

Mr Fox, chairman of the Mod- 
ern Pentathlon Association of 
Great Britain, said* “Vfe don’t all 
want to watch or play football. 
People need a sport that suits 
their own temperament. If we 
just leave ourselves with a hand- 
ful of major sports it win be a ma- 
jor disservice to the country.” 

The Sports Council has des- 
ignated a dozen elite sports, in- 
cluding football, cricket, rugby, 
athletics and hockey for prior- 
ity treatment as part of a new 
culture of excellence. 

But Lord Howell, the former 
Labour sports minister, warned 


that it was a foolish policy to ig 
nore the potential of minor 
sports- “This policy of picking 


out elite sports in the belief that 
they will win medals is mis- 
guided. Medals come from un- 
usual sources, often from the 
minor sports.” 

Gillian Harrison, chief exec- 
utive of the English \folleyball 
Association, said the sport's 
grant had been slashed from 
£100,000 to £50.000. meaning it 
could no longer employ Ralph 
Hippolyte. the national coach of 
the Great Britain team. The fu- 
ture of the British beach vol- 
leyball team is also under threat 

Nigel Hook, technical ser- 
vices director of the Central 
Council for Physical Recre- 
ation. the national association 
for the governing bodies of 
sport and recreation, said: “It 
will require a major feat from 
the new minister of sport to sort 


out this mess. With the previ- 
ous administration the focus was 
sharply on the 61ite sports. The 
consequence was that the Cin- 
derella sports have been left to 
sink or swim.” 

Because the Sports Council 
has been split into five separate 
entities (United Kingdom, Eng- 
land, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland), many ama- 
teur sports are unable to cope 
with the bureaucracy involved in 
making applications for funding 

The” Department of Nation- 
al Heritage said that Mr Banks 
was looking for opportunities to 
stre amlin e the system but de- I 

fended the amount of bureau- 1 
cracy on the grounds that the 
film in grant aid for sports gov- 
erning bodies was public mon- 
ey and must be accounted for. 


“battle of the logos” this week 
when it replaces its “world's 
favourite airline*' slogan. 

As BA launches a new aircraft 
livery -partly designed by David 
Hockney - and reveals its new 
catchphrase “serving the world 
community”, union leaders will 
disclose their own motto: “serv- 
ing world labour - building 
global solidarity”. 

The public relations battle 
centres on the threat of indus- 
trial action by 18,000 cabin crew 
and ground staff mainly at 
Heathrow and Gatwick which is 
seen as a critical dispute for the 
future of industry worldwide. 

The Transport and General 
Workers' Union has recruited 
the help of the International 
Transport Workers* Federation, 
which represents aviation 



Battle of the logos: The 
fTFs new slogan . 


unions fa 120 countries, and is 
determined to detract from the 
“Coca Cola image” they claim 
BA is trying to promote. 


Stuart Howard, Secretary of 
; Civil Aviation section of the 


the Civil Aviation section of the 
ITF, said it was ironic that die 
company was promoting the 
idea of service to the world com- 
munity when it was not con- 
cerned with the community 
which worked for the airline. 

More than 9,000 cabin crew 


are being balloted on a new pay 
and productivity package which 
union leaders believe will mean 
members working longer hours 
for less money. Vb ting forms are 
also going out tomorrow toa 
s imil ar number of ground staff 
over a plan to sell off the cater- 
ing department at Heathrow. 
The results of the ballots are due 
at the end of this month. 

At the heart of union con- 
cerns is a fear that the compa-. 
n/s insistence on saving £lbn 
a year by 2000 is pan of a strat- 
egy to create a “virtual airline”. 

. George Ryde, airline official 
for the TGWU, said: “We be- 
lieve BA is trying to become less 
of an airline operator than a 
company which makes travel 
arrang emen ts." 

The ITF believes that if BA 
succeeds fa pushing through 
plans to contract out its services, 
then other major airlines will 
follow suit 
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The table speaks for itself. Direct Line is the place to buy your mortgage. 
A Direct Line mortgage could save you almost £50* per month. 

You can borrow up co 00% of the value of your home. 

Free valuation. 

No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity lees. 
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On a roll: Army engineers and bomb disposal officers pushing the four-ton Dam Buster bomb out of the sea at Realtor in 


Kent 


Bruton deposed 
as Ahem takes 


■mti . -g-w : — ' military history, the bombs w 

Photograph: Paul Hackett/Reuters before being put on display. 


news 


The tide is 
turned for 
Dam Buster 
bombs 

bomb s used in the DafoBustere raid. 

experts St 3 ™* “? c,udin S bomb disposal 
JSfr? a “ d ^‘mional Army soldiers, retrieved 
. bomb from the sea off the Kent 
Th.» was 'froppod 50 years ago. 
ReiniJ?? I Ik J Was rolled on lD lhu shore al 
bullHrvJr^' allac hed by steel cables to a 
K e . r L°^ r , he . fur e being winched further up the 

haul th°i^ t i adcd on ,w “ tony. Attempts to 
'? on Sa iurday night were 
defeated by the incoming lidc. 

said- ^ AI ™ Conrov - Anny liaison officer, 

J , end **. lx,|led »* in by hand. Ten 

a-jJ® Hjlf «ook it in turns to push the 
the HH^ I v the o Ro - val Ehera*** have beaten 
-Tk e ’i^ Jn i . , nulc couldn't do it but we did. 
C * , r ”? mb “ in extremely good condition, 
an^fk ’ - ong,naJ Paintwork is still visible 
and there is very liule rnsL" 

ri-rv* 1 * 4 b the biggest of the four 
SSTT^Lf 1 !? ,he ft,nhesl from the shore. 
Invented by Barnes Wallis, the bouncing bombs 

l destroy dams in Germany’s 

industrial heartland. the Ruhr Valley, in 1943. 

*" 1 n a o tack *“ cele brated in the 1954 film. The 

i R,X^TodT , ™ sMich!,clRK)sravca,,d 

RecuKer was chosen for testing the bombs 
because the twin towers of an old fort on the 
«>asiline were similar to the towers of the 
Ruhr dams which the pilots used to line 
themselves up on their bombing run. 
u - 7 J" d ^ lccs recovere d also include a l,S001b 
High Ball bomb, and two IJXJOlb versions of 
the Upkeep bomb developed to target 
battleships. Heralded as an important part of 
military history, the bombs will be cleaned up 
before beine out on disnlav 


reins of power 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 


Ireland's centre left Govern- 
ment last night conceded defeat 
to Bertie Ahern's Hanna Fail 
party and its Progressive De- 
mocrat allies, who will depend 
for a slender Dail majority on 
a handful of Independents. 

The two-day counting of re- 
sults left Mr Ahern with suffi- 
cient support to be elected 
Taoiseach when the Dail re- 
sumes on 26 June. He now faces 
two weeks of hard bargaining 
with Independents to guarantee 
their votes. 

Last night. Fiarrna Fail ( FF) 
had 76 seats. Fine Gael 53. 
Labour 17, Progressive De- 
mocrats 4, Democratic Left 4. 
Greens 2, Sinn Fein 1, and In- 
dependents 7. The final seat, in 
Limerick West, was expected to 
be won by Fine Gael. 

Mr Ahern avoided the worst- 
case scenario of having to rely 
for support on Caoirahghin 
O'Caolain, elected as Sinn 
Fein’s first Dail TD (MP) since 
IRA hunger strikers won in 
1981 and before that four ab- 
stentionist candidates in 1957. 

Such a reliance would have 
poisoned his government’s deal- 
ings with Unionists. It would 
also have been difficult for Mr 
Ahern’s new-right partners, the 
Progressive Democrats, to tol- 
erate. After dropping their Dail 
abstentionist policy in 1986, 
Sinn Fein’s new TD for Cavan- 
Monaghan will take up his seal, 
unlike Geny Adams and Mar- 
tin McGtunness at Westminster. 

Mr Ahern, 45, a former hos- 
pital accountant and union or- 
ganiser, has led Fianna ftuj 
since Albert Reynolds resigned 
in 1994. He said he may make 
contact this week with Sinn 


Fein President Geny Adams to 
press for an early end to IRA 
violence. Bui he reiterated his 
position that once in power he 
would not meet Sinn Fein un- 
til a ceasefire was in place. 

The Hanna Fall leader said 
prospects for progress in North- 
ern Ireland were “tremendous”, 
adding “but when you go round 
the mulberry bush you come 
back to the position that it’s very 
hard to get anywhere as long as 
there is violence". 

“They [Sinn Fein] have stat- 
ed in [recent] elections that 
their's is a peace strategy. 1 think 
they have to prove that now.” 
If republicans “proved their 


Loyalists invade 
Catholic church 


The dangerousstate of com- 
munity relations teNorthem 
Ireland was Illustrated yet 
again at the weekend when 
a loyalist nrob'storined.a 
Catholic church, Vand gfcl 
tempted to set fire to*it, 
writes David McJGftrick 

Some 27 RUC .‘.officers 
were Injured In disturbances 
which centred around a loy- 
alist band parade In Bally- 
mena, Co Antrim. Police 
■fired plastic bullets , to dis- 
perse crowds and' made 
several arrests. 

Nearby, vandals attacked 
the grave of Gregory Taylor, 
the RUC officer who was last 
weekend kicked to death by 
loyalists in a neighbouring 
town. Wreaths were scat- 
tered around the cemetery 
and gloating graffiti has ap- 
peared. 

The incidents indicate that 
sectarian temperatures are 
high as a tense marching 
season approaches. 


part" he said he would d 
“everything I humanly can” t 
move the process forward. 

Outgoing ministers predict 
ed a short life for the net 
coalition. Dependent in Dai 
votes on Independents in Done 
gal and Kerry South with stron, 
republican views, this couli 
create internal strains ove 
Northern Ireland. 

Labour leader Dick Spring 
who said be would remain at thi 
helm unless his party said oth 
erwise, warned: “It seems ban 
to see a stable governmen 
emerging. There is going to tx 
difficulty.” He predicted Dai 
turbulence over abortion legjs 
lation, Northern Ireland, tin 
payments to politicians inquiry 
and media ownership. 

Ingenious vote control, ex- 
ploiting the proportional repre- 
sentation system to the full 
enabled Fianna Rril to win man) 
more seats than in 1992 on jusl 
39 per cent of first-preference 
votes, inwhat was still hs second- 
worst overall vote since 1932. 

Though losing power, Mi 
Bruton emerged with enhanced 
stature after articulating a more 
visionary message in the cam- 
paign. Yesterday, he claimed 
there had been a “ mind your- 
self” vote for the FF-PD coali- 
tion. Urging social cohesion, be 
warned that urban decay would 
not be remedied by tax-cutting 
“short-termisra" under Fianna 
Fail and the PDs. “Irish people 
are not basically interested in di- 
visive ‘grab-all’ politics.” 

Attacked widely for their al- 
legedly Thatchente views, the 
Progressive Democrats fared 
badly, losing more than half 
their TDs. Some observers be- 
lieve Mr Ahem might have 
won a majority but for his pact 
with the PDs. 



Police powerless over 
paedophile’s threat 

* „ made public. Karen Cleaiy, Kanka, a seven-year-oli 


Kan Ira, a seven-year-old raped 
and murdered by a convicted 
paedophile who moved into 
the New Jersey street where she 
lived. They fear that identified 
paedophiles - or those misiak- 


___ made public. Karen Cleary, 

e Garner wh0 has a three-year-old son, 

w were said: “We should be able to 

nts ,n ^JStion yes- see a picture of him and be told 

ie daii herevetetiony« ^ he liV es. There are lots 

Se' who hasthreatened to ^“nd hang en for them - would be thetar- 

EmJ could be returned to. ^ time. It get of vigfiantes. Paedophile, 

immunity next week- L ^ W( ,htenme for parents." ihey.say, would be driven un- 

ooceandso- 

be unable to 

monitor their activities. 

Fr Michael Lee, of St Colum- 
ba Catholic Church, Huyton, 
said he would be praying for the 
protection of all children. "If 
these people can be helped. 



es so. The easels and sexual assault of 

I ^ for the a jO-ySr-old girl. He was re- 

of Megans Law, j . . but «r. 


-{tain ot ~ ' i ease d after six years but ar- 

»d by 42 stales in Am® !asl m onth for breadi of 

nchcotnp? 15 ^ He detained 
iy parents if a F&tapW ^ Mental Health Act 

into iheirjocahty- for 2g ^ a nd is due to be re- 
>nts sbopP!?? ^t H Shere leased m eight days time. 

HSlSSU!* 


then we should try to stop them 
doing these awful things. But 1 
also believe people in this com- 
munity need to be warned 
about any danger to them and 
their children," he said. 
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Headhunting returns to the ’ 


T he jungle makes quick 
work of flesh, and it is 
four months since these 

\TCre htim*n 


Richard Uoyd Parry witnesses the ethnic horrors in Kalimantan 


■ were human beings. But 
human they still recognisabfv 


uu ““* mey snu recognisabfv 
are ~ heueath the encroaching 


£ The 
Dayaks 
came into 
the square. 
One of 
them was 
carrying 
ahead, 
another 
had what 
looked like 
a piece of 
wet tongue. 
He said 


, ujc encroaching 

undergrowth, and the artificial 
fibres of the cheap clothes, are 
an J^- legs and vertebrae. 
Here, jutting out of a pair of 

stained shorts, is a pelvis, and 
above it, a nest of curved ribs. 
There are five skeletons and 
their clothes show that all were 
women. Only one thing miss- 
ing: none of the skeletons have 
skulls. And, according to the 
rubber tappers who brought us 
□ere, there was something else 
strange about these bodies, be- 
fore the jungle gnawed their 


Headless, mutilated bodies 
of men, women and even chil- 
dren lay alongside the road. 
Skeletons sprawled in the ruins 
of the smoking houses. Gangs of 
local Dayak tribesmen, wearing 


practised a form of animis m, 
and survived by hunting, and by 
slash and burn agriculture. 

More sensational, to the Vic- 
torian mind, was the habit 


T-shirts and war paint, carrying 
spears and swords as well as ri- 


among Dayak men of driving 
metal pins through their penises. 


spears and swords as well as ri- 
fles, patrolled the jungle, hunt- 


flesh away. Apart from the ab- 
sence of heads, each had deep 


‘this is a 
heart’, 
raised it to 
his mouth 
and then 
started to 
eat it ? 


sence of heads, each had deep 
wounds through which their 
hearts had been removed. 

A few minutes of hacking 
through the jungje leads to a pair 
of skulls beneath a tree, along 
with traces of baby clothes. Five 
minutes further on, just off the 
road leading into the small town 
of Salatiga, is the settlement 
where these people might once 
have lived. The s mall tin-roofed 
mosque is untouched, but 
around it is a scene of devasta- 
tion: house after house - simple 
wood and plaster bungalows, 
once the homes of migrant 
farmers, rubber tappers and 
gold prospectors - has been re- 
duced to charred beams, molten 
glass and corrugated iron. 

The destruction is eerily se- 
lective. Further down the road 
one house stands untouched 
amid a neighbourhood of ruins. 
In the centre of Salatiga itself, 
the town goes peacefully about 
its business. Customers shelter 
from the sun at a little restau- 
rant, and a fruit truck is loaded 
with ripe durians. On the oth- 
er side of the road, facing this 
picturesque activity, is a burned 
black expanse, where some 30 
houses must once have stood. 

Such incongruous scenes are 
repeated all along this road 
which links Pontianak. the cap- 
ital of Indonesia’s West Kali- 
mantan province, with the inner 
reaches of Borneo, one of the 
world's biggest and most im- 

g enetrable islands. Even now 
alatiga, along with dozens of 
even more obscure settlements, 
looks like the scene of a recent 
war. But four months ago. ac- 
cording to local people inter- 
viewed last week by The 
Independent, the situation was 
even more shocking. 


ing down the fugitive remnants 
of the Madurese settlers whose 
houses they had torched. Those 
whom they did catch up with, like 
the wretched women now lying 
in the jungle, were shot or 
stabbed, and then decapitated. 
Then, according to witnesses, 
their hearts were pulled from 
their warm bodies and eaten. 

Such accounts, along with 
these photographs obtained by 
The Independent from a local 
amateur photographer, repre- 
sent the first firm evidence of 
what until now has been little 
more than shocking rumour: an 
ethnic war. of scarcely imagin- 
able savagery, in Indonesia, 
one of Asia’s most powerful 
economies and the fourth 
largest nation in the world. 

It has claimed hundreds, per- 
haps thousands of lives, and 
made thousands more home- 
less. For the government in 
Jakarta, which virtually denies 
its existence, it is a nightmare 
in a country of 200 million peo- 
ple and 300 ethnic groups, 
founded on the motto, “Unity 
in Diversity". 


metal pins through their penises. 
Dayak warriors increased their 
prestige, and brought good luck 
to then- villages, by collecting the 
heads of rival tribes m ritualised 
set-piece raids. The victim’s 
heart, brains, and blood were be- 
lieved to bestow potency on 
those who consumed them, and 
the heads were preserved and 
worshiped. 

The Dayaks’ bloodier tradi- 
tions were outlawed by the 


have been claimed or forcibly 
purchased for industrial forestry, 
rubber and mining projects. 

“Day by day, the Dayaks are 
being driven away, 71 says 
Stephanus Djueng, director of 
the Institute of Dayakology Re- 
search and Development in 
FOntianak. “It’s more than 50 
years since Indonesia became in- 
dependent but the education of 
Dayaks is very much less than 
the average because they can’t 
earn decent incomes. They don't 
have the chance to study, so they 
can't enter official positions. 
They have no opportunities, 
and they’re putting thing s right 
in the only way they know how.” 


burnings and for violent inci- 
dents dozing last month’s elec- 
tion campaign. Madurese 
transmigrants are accused of oc- 
cupying Dayak land, often as part 

of official government resettle- 
ment p ro gr amme but the dif- 
ferences run deeper than that 
The Madurese are proud 
bearers of curved sickles; Dayak 
tradition abhors the public 
flaunting of blades. The Dayaks 
bunt and rear pigs; the Madurese 
are strict Muslims. Tension and 
occasional violence between the 
two are as old as the' first 
Madurese arrivals in Kalinantan, 
early this century, but never on 
the scale of the. past few months. 


W eirdest of all, it 
demonstrates the 
extraordinary sur- 
vival of tribal' tradi- 
tions which were assumed to 
have died out generations ago. 
Apart from its human cost, this 
is a war terrifying in its atavism, 
fought according to ancient 
and merciless traditions of head 
hunting, cannibalism and witch- 
craft just a couple of hours' dri- 
ve from a modem city of banks, 
airlines and hotels. 

The warring parties are two 
of Indonesia's diverse ethnic 
groups: the Dayaks and the 
Madurese. The Dayaks are the 
original inhabitants of Borneo, 
infamous during the 19th cen- 
tury as the archetypal Victori- 
an “savages". For thousands of 
years, before the arrival of 
Dutch and British colonists, 
they dominated Borneo, a scat- 
tered collection of tribes who 
lived in communal longhouses. 



Rotting clothes lie in the jungle as a reminder of slaughtered Madurese villagers 


Christian colonists and. since 
the defeat of the Japanese in 
1945. they have been full citizens 
of the Republic of Indonesia. 
Today Dayaks keep their penis 
pins hidden beneath jeans and 
T-shirts. Most longhouses have 
been replaced by simple homes 
of wood and plaster. Eveiy 
community has at least one 
church, but despite their su- 
perficial modernisation, belief 
in spirits remains widespread, 
and the key moments in the rice 
cycle are still marked by 
shamanistic ceremonies. 

Above all. Dayaks remain 
marginalised, with low stan- 
dards of health and education, 
and little representation in pol- 
itics. local government or busi- 
ness. Their traditional lands 


Overwhelmingly, West Kali- 
mantan is owned, administered, 
and profited from by migrants 
from other parts of south-east 
Asia, principally Malays, Chi- 
nese, Javanese, and a minority 
of Madurese. 

Madura is a dry. barren island 
off the east coast of Java, whose 
people have a national reputa- 
tion for coarseness, armed vio- 
lence and an uncompromising 
form of Islam. Like the Dayaks. 
they are poor, and the govern- 
ment has dealt with this by 
transplanting them to the more 
fertile islands of the outer arch- 
ipelago where they inevitably 


become the neighbours that 
nobody wants. Justly or un- 


justly, Madurese have been 
blamed for numerous church 


It began on 30 December 
when a couple of young Dayaks 
were stabbed, apparently by 
Madurese, at a concert in the 
town of Sanggauledo, close to 
the border with Malaysian 
Sarawak. News of the attack 
spread and over the next four 
days some 5,000 Dayaks at- 
tacked and burned Madurese 
homes. At least 6.000 people 
fled to the coastal town of 
Singkawang. but the numbers of 
dead are unknown. 

Andreus, a Catholic priest 
(like all witnesses of killings, his 
name has been changed to pro- 
tect his identity), was in the town 
of Semelantan on New Year's 
Day. “The Dayaks started com- 
ing into the market square, 
about 1.000 of them," he says. 
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can 0800 77 99 55 now, 

or fill »n the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 
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Saving money doesn’t mean ■ 
compromising cover. Unlike j 
some other plans of a similar ; 
price, Primecare places no 
financial limits on surgeons’ j 
and anaesthetists 1 fees. 

And unlike some others, we j 

even offer you a no-claims j 

discount of up to 50%. j 


/ Special ) If you have ever 
suffered Sciatica symptoms 
such as pain in the’buctocks 
and lower back, or pain and 
numbness in your legs and 
feet, you should get a copy 
of a new book The Sciatica 
Handbook. The books shows 
you how to prevent Sciatica 
flare-ups and how to stop pain 
if you now have a Sciatica 
problem. 

The book contains the latest 
up-to-date information on 
Sciatica - what causes painful 
symptoms, how to best treat 
them, and how to protect your- 
self from Sciatica problems. 
The book gives you specific 
facts on the latest natural, 
alternative and medical treat- 


The book explains all about 
the Sciatic nerve, the various 
ways it may become inflamed 
and cause pain, how to find out 
what specificalfv causes dis- 
tress tyou may be surprised! 
what to do and what not to 
do - and why over 1 65 million 

P f 


people experience Sciatica and 
lower back pain. 


ments that can bring prompt 
and lasing relief - without the 
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use of dangerous drugs or 
surgery. You'll learn all about 
these remedies and learn how 
and why they work to bring 
dramatic relief. 

You'll discover \* hatio do 
if Sciatica symptoms start 
and what to avoid at aii costs 
to prevent possible serious 
problems. You'll evendiscover 
a simple treatment that has 
helped thousands get relief, yet 
is little known to most people - 
even doctors. 


lower back pain. 

Many people are putting up 
with Sciatica pain - or have 
had Sciatica pain in the past 
and are at risk of a recurrence - 
because they do not know 
about new prevention and 
relief measures that are now 
available. 

To order your copy of 
The Sciatica Handbook send 
your name, address and book 
title with payment (Cheque/ 
Switch with issue number/Visa 
or Mastercard with expiry 
date ) of £ 1 2.95 which includes 
pits rat>e and handling to 
Carncll Ltd. Dept SR5 

. A I res ford. nr. Col- 
chester. Essex C07 SAP, or 
telephone their 24 hour order 
line on 01 206 $25600 (quoting 
above Dept code). Allow up to 
1 4 days for delivery. You may 
return the book any time with- 
in three months 
for a refund if not 
satisfied. ^ 
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“They were waiting like Indians 
in a Western, ‘Whoo-woo-woo- 
woo*. One of them was carry- 
ing a head, and another guy 
came up to me holding some- 
thing that looked like a piece of 
wet tongue. He said. This is a 
heart,’ and raised it to his 
mouth and started eating it in 
front of my face." 

Officials from Pontianak and 
leaders Of the two immunities 
hastily beat out a peace agree- 
ment, but on 29 January vio- 
lence blew up again, when a 
Dayak school was burned down 
in a predominantly Madurese 
area of Pontianak. Ifeo Dayak 
girls were stabbed and cars 
travelling through towns north, 
of Pontianak were stopped by 
Madurese and a handful of 
Dayak motorists were lynched. 

Dayak outrage expressed it- 
self in ritual form, as the “Red 
Bowl” was passed round from 
village to village. “The Red 
Bowl is a symbol of communi- 
cation, used to call people to 
war in a time of emergency," 
says Fr Ye re mis, a Dutch priest 
who has lived in the village of 


but about 50 stayed behind^ 
defend their houses- thw^er 
them got shot -'Sm^*e§p 
Marsuli, and anotherfoan3Se| 
Dayaks. cut .their heads aff|§§» 
swords. Then thq^-c ay^^^ p 

hearts, and they ate h^ag 
and drank the blodd.'V? 

For four days, D ayaksfr hwl] 
ed down Madocese hulngjipg 
jungle. One man, asettlexljraq 
Java who- was spared 
Dayaks, believes that dverPfeJ 
course of five dayrhesawp^j 
many as 60 heads and 


decapitated 


Stephanus Djuerig’sres^ 
leads him to believe thats? 
300 Madurese diedinSafa 
alone, and perhaps 
eluding TOO DayakSi ketfj 
lives in the conflict FrYere^ 
estimate is .4,000 deadj-^ 
governmen t acknowledges?! 
er than 300. . . ; v i] 




vea according to the of- 
ficial figures, '-soBJejl 
2*500 houses w ere 

-• J‘ * yc 



stroyed before :m§r fr 
rv. when the' local/?,. 


M enja lin for 16 years. 

“The leaders came up with 
three conditions. Not to burn 
down any mosques: not to burn 
any state-owned buildings; and 
no looting. They only killed 
Madurese, not Javanese or 
Malays. They wanted to em- 
phasise that their grievance 
was with the people, not with 
Islam or the government, and 
that they were not c riminals . 
Apart from that they killed 
without exception - from chick- 
ens to old people to babies. No 
exceptions at all." 

Crowds of Dayaks gathered 
spontaneously with spears, 
home-made guns, and a tradi- 
tional machete called a mandau. 
Tribal generals, caHedpangiima, 
addressed the war parties who 
were observed by onlookers to 
enter a kind of trance. Accord- 
ing to traditional belief, this is 
explained by the presence in 
their bodies of chaotic war spir- 
its called teriu. The only thing 
which will appease the teriu is 
human blood and heads. 

Sabdi, a Dayak teacher from 
Salatiga. described the specta- 


cle when the war party arrived 
on the morning or 1 February. 


on the morning or 1 February. 
“I was watching from my bed- 
room when about 1,000 Dayaks 
arrived in town. A lot of the 


February, when . the locally , 
military, reinforced .by 6lite£ 
units from other parte ofTn- £ 
donesia. finally brought 
nation under control RoaiL ; 
blocks and landmines were.de-lf: 
ployed to prevent DayafcsS . 
reaching the large MadurigfcfeV; 
community in Pontianak. Joui-^ 
nalists who tried to enter the af- ' t 
fected area were arrested and£ 
sent back. The border 'with: . 
Malaysia was dosed (to prevent/^ 
Dayaks from Sarawak coming--: 
to the assistance of their'-fr^l 4 /- 
donesian brethren), and a news ■ 
blackout was imposed tin hos-x 
pitals and police stations. - Ac. 

The official line, explained^ ; A. 
Captain SW Suhadi of the .West 
Kalimantan police, is that the- 
riots were individual squabbles// 
which got out of hand, with the ^ "■ 
encouragement of nwsterious ' • 
“third parties*’. “It is finished.”- ... 
he said last week. Tt was based 
on misunderstanding between -.- ; 
the two communities, and iris:, 
absolutely finished." 

Others are not so sure. Last 1 - 
Tuesday evening on the outskirte -- '-: - 
of Salatiga, two Dayak men ap- 
proached canying torches, rifles, ' 
and swords. They laughed when /■ 
they saw our faces. “We thought 
you were Madurese," they said. \ 
What if we had been Madurese, -: 
we asked. “We would have . - 
killed you, of course. All the/. 
Madurese must leave KaDmafi-,:- ; 
tan. Not one of than may stayJSA- 
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1881 : Publication oi tte Heaa-Hun;ers 
or Borneo by the explorer. Carl Bock. 

1996: Two Dayaks 
stabbed during an argument with 
Madurese youths in Sanggauledo. Four 

? nfv\ 0 i VI0ience follou ' ourmg which 
5.W0 Dayaks burn and kill in Madurese 
settlements dose to the Malaysian 
hcirder, 6.000 Madurese refugees arrive 
in the city of Smkawang 
1 January 1997 : Dayaks in 
v^emeiantan flaunt heads of dead 
Madurese and devour their hearts 
? ”® nuar y 1997: Dayak and Madurese 
u-aaers make a peace agreement 
29 January 1997: A Dayak school in 
biantan. a Madurese suburb of 
Pontianak. is set on fire Two Dayak 
girls are stabbed m their beds 
30-31 January: At least three Dayaks 
aie lynched at Madurese cneckpoints 
in Peru, aman. 32km north of Pontianak 
1 he Red Bowl oi war. a dual symbol of 
war. is passed among -he Dayaks 
1 February: Madurese burn Dayak 
houses m Salanga Dayaks across the 
region burn Madurese houses and kill 
their inhabitants 

1-4 February: Dayak war parties hunt 
down and kill hundreds of Dayaks ;n 
the jungle areas around Salatiga. 
Mandor. Pahauman and Ngabanq. 
adiommg the road to Pontianak 

3 February: Unconfirmed reports that 

1 7 Dayaks were killed frying to break 
through an army roadblock at Sungai 
Pinyuh. 

5 February Military reinforcements 
arrive. Malaysia doses its land border 
with West Kalimantan Military 
roadblocks set up and curfew imposed 
on Pontianak. 

18 February: Dayak officials announce 
a “peace agreement'. 

22 February: Dayaks burn 60 
Madurese houses in Capkal Mandor. 
60km north of Pontianak. 

4 April: West Kalimantan governor 
Aspar Aswin asserts in the Jakarta Post 
that "there are no problems between 
the Dayaks and Madurese". 

29 May: Indonesia holds a general 
election. 

3 June: Dayaks tell The Independent 
they will not rest until every Madurese is 
either dead or gone from Kalimantan. 


A human skeleton (main 
picture) found in a 
burnt-out house used as 
a hiding place by 
Madurese during attacks 
by Dayaks, seen 
gathering (top) in 
Senakin village for war, 
many coming from the 
Bornean interior, 
carrying wooden spears, 
rifles, mandau (swords) 
and arrows. Dayak 
members of the regional 
parliament attempted to 
pacify the crowd, and 
urged them to return to 
their villages, but some 
stayed to look for 
Madurese. 

The charred remains of 
Madurese homes 
(above) on the road 
between Salatiga and 
Mandor, burnt in the 
attacks 

Photographs: 

Richard Lloyd Parry 
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Ian Burrell 

Despite lasting images of mis- 
sionaries being cooked and eat- 
en alive m Africa, the practice 
of eating the flesh of other hu- 
mans as a staple diet no longer 
costs even among tribal societies. 

Forms of ritual cannibalism 
still survive in the Amazon, 
where Mundurucu headhunters 
arc known to cal the flesh of 
outsiders, and in the Irian delta 
in Indonesian New Guinea 
(Irian Jaya) where the Asmat 
eat dead members of their own 
tribe as a rile of passage. 

Reports of head-hunting and 
cannibalism of one tribe by an- 
other are extremely rare and dif- 
ficult to substantiate. 

Last year, Liberians caught 
up in fighting in the West 
African nation's civil war re- 
ported that teenage members of 
the rebel United Liberation 
Movement had cut out and 
eaten the beans of their ene- 
mies after cooking them. 

During the Chinese Cultur- 
al Revolution in 1968 people 
were reported to have been eat- 
en in the town of Wimian, 
south-west China, during dash- 
es between rival factions of the 
Red Guard. 

Other outbreaks of canni- 


balism have been prompted by 
circumstance, such as pro- 
longed famine. The former So- 
viet Union has a shameful 
record in this regard, with the 
first cases being recorded in the 
Volga region during the famine 
of 1921. 

When millions died of star- 
vation in Ukraine during the 
1930s some resorted to am- 
bushing strangers and children 
for food. 

Since the collapse of the So- 
viet Union the problem has 
resurfaced with more than 10 
Russians being charged with 
killing and eating their victims. 
Ihey jnduded prisoners who ate 
fellow convicts and a Siberian 
man who used the flesh of a 
friend to make ravioli. 

Other instances of cannibalism 
have been linked to acts of de- 
pravity, usually due to insanity. 

The term " canni bal" is de- 
rived from the Carib people who 
were native to the islands of the 
Caribbean, and were said by 
European explorers to have a 
preference for Frenchmen and 
a detestation for Spaniards. 

William Arens, an American 
professor of anthropology, dis- 
misses the suggestion that 
whole societies were ever can- 
nibalistic as racist myth. 
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£20 when you open an account 


Who says you can’t get something for 
nothing? Simply open a Direct Interest Savings 
Account before 31 July 1997 (minimum 
£1,000) and we’ll add £20 to your opening 
balance - no strings, no catches. 


Welcome to telephone saving "'S 


Why are we being so generous? We think it's 
time more people enjoyed the benefits of 
telephone saving. Which means no branches 
- so our rates are always very competitive. 
We also offer 24 hour. 365 day access to your 
money; plus the support of our professional 
Savings Team. 


Free instant withdrawals Kj 


Our Direct Interest Savings Account is a notice savings 
account, yet we let you make one free withdrawal 
per quarter - that's up to 4 free instant withdrawals 
a year - without suffering any financial penalties - and 
any further withdrawals you make are only subject to 
a 60 day notice period. 


Competitive interest rates 


We provide competitive interest rates that are tiered to 
provide better returns as your savings grow - and your 
entire balance always benefits from the higher rate. 


Notice account gross interest rate comparison 


Open a 
First Direct 
Savings 
Account 
and get 

£20 
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The benefits of telephone saving 


Once you’ve opened an account you can enjoy; 

• com petit! vs rates at aB times 

• 395 day, 24 hour access to your savings 

• direct transfers to any UK bank account 

• a wide rang* of savings & investment opportunities 

• no obsolete accounts paying low rates of interest 

• reassurance that we’re s member of the HSBC Groiq> 


Start saving by telephone today 


If you're not getting these benefits right now you’re 
missing out on a better way to save. To open an account 
- youH need £1 ,000 minimum - or to find out more about 
saving by telephone, call free on 0800 48 24 48 
or complete the coupon. BT/80 


Save by telephone 

m 



For further information on our DIRECT INTEREST SAVINGS I 
ACCOUNT call free or complete the coupon and post to: | 

First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 

to/Mrs/Mssfflfe or Title Surname |j 

Forename^ S! 

UK Address „ ■ 


Postcode 


Telephone No 
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Fury as Israel 
labels US Jews 
second class 


Patrick Cocfcbum 

Jerusalem 

A law labelling most American 
Jews as inadequately Jewish is 
throwing .strain on relations be- 
tween Israel and the powerful 
American Jewish community. 

The point at issue is the right 
to convert someone to Judaism. 
A law now passing through the 
Israeli Knesset, which gives Or- 
thodox rabbis a monopoly over 
conversion in Israel itself, has 
provoked a furious reaction 
from America's three million 
Jews who go to a synagogue but 
are not Orthodox. 

“American lews understand 
that the State of Israel is cast- 
ing doubt upon their rabbis 
and. accordingly, upon the Jew- 
ish communities those rabbis 
serve," says Joseph Alpber, di- 
rector of the IsraeUMiddle East 
office of the American Jewish 
Community. He says that al- 
ready American Jews, who go to 
Reform or Conservative rather 
than Orthodox synagogues, are 
beginning to refuse to con- 
tribute to Israel, where the ma- 
jority of Jews are Orthodox. 

Ironically, the present Bill go- 
ing through the Knesset with die 
support of the government is the 
result of a compromise which 
was supposed to conciliate 
American Jews. It is, in effect, 
a watered-down version of a Bill 
under which the 200,000 or 
more Jews converted by a Re- 


form or Conservative rabbi in 
0ie US would no longer have 
been recognised as Jews in Is- 
rael “The way Reform rabbis 
convert in the US is a joke," a 
senior member of the religious 
party Shas was quoted as saying. 
“You buy a certificate for $20 
[£1230}” 

The new law will only dere- 
cognise Reform or Conservative 
conversions carried out in Israel 
itself. Conversions in the US, 
Britain and the rest of the world 
will stDl be recognised. Even Or- 
thodox rabbis see that dere- 
cognition of the right to convert 
by most American rabbis would 
lead to anger in the US, but 
American Jews still consider the 
legislation a slap in the face. 
The conflict is also having cu- 
rtain political consequences. 
Alpber argues that the US 
Congress has already set a 
precedent by cutting aid to Is- 
rael Despite the power of the 
Jewish political lobby, he says 
American politicians notice 
when the US Jewish Commu- 
nity is less active in its support 
for Israel. 

He says; “It becomes easier 
for the US administration to put 
pressure on Israel* 

In practice there is little sign 
of this. The American- Jewish 
community has always been 
one of the major pillars of the 
Democratic party. But it has ex- 
ercised unprecedented influ- 
ence in President Clinton's 


por 
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Besieged by 
a fortress 
mentality 



I can see it quite clearly amid 
the trees below the window of 
my office. Just outside the fence 
that rings our apartment block, 
there is a burnt-out black Mer- 
cedes. Local gossip has it that 
the vehicle was destroyed by a 
Molotov cocktail hurled 
through the windscreen by a 
vengeful mafia man. 

To the knot of Russian men 
who have gathered to inspect 
the wreckage, its sooty hulk is 
a familiar reminder of the per- 
ils of doing business with the 
wrong people. But to outsiders 
like me it also suggests that it 
is a good thing that we have a 
fence. Though most are de- 
lightful not all of the neighbours 
should be invited in for after- 
noon tea. 

Like many expatriates in 
Moscow, I live in a peculiarly 
protected environment. The 
entrances to our monolithic 
complex, built by the Soviet 
authorities to coop up foreign 
diplomats and journalists, are 
blocked by barriers overlooked 
by guard posts. Security men 
wander rather aimlessly around 
the pavements along the foot of 
the building. The doors can only 
be opened by a code: they 
stand next to a small glass 
booth, usually occupied by a 
middle-aged woman who 
watches visitors come and go. 

Excessive though this snoop- 
ing often seems, there is some 
justification. Over the years, 
there have been muggings and 
robberies. 

Such is the general mood of 
unease that several neighbours 
have taken to employing their 
own muscle. For a while, every 
lime I walked up the stains to the . 
office an oaf would dart out from 
an adjoining corridor, where he 
was guarding a businessman s 
flat, and give me a hostile glare 
- presumably to deter me from 
contemplating a bombing mis- 
sion. Happily, he's gone; but 
there are bound to be others. 

Concern about safety is hard- 
ly surprising in a city in which 
bankers and other business- 
men are assassinated with such 
regularity that their deaths are 
barely commented upon. A 
thriving criminal class has filled 
the vacuum created by the end 

of the Soviet empire "and bun- 
gled economic reforms. Not to 
take sensible precautions would 
be daft. But in Moscow, a deep- 
er trend is underway, the flow- 
ering of an obsession. 

By todays standards, our 
apartment Nock is positively lax. 
Those with money - Western ex- 
ecutives and newlv-enriched 
Russians - have a’ widening 
choice of fortresses in which 
they can seal themselves off. 


And more and more are choos- 
ing to do so. 

It can cost $S,0flQ (£4.900) a 
month to live in Park Place, a 
US-managed complex in south 
Moscow, but there are plenty of 
people willing to shell out for 
an apartment in this privately- 
run Kremlin, in which the pas- 
sageways are monitored by 
cameras and security men with 
earpieces roam the building. 

There is no compelling need 
to go beyond its thick concrete 
walls, unless it is to work. It has 
restaurants, cocktail bar, tennis 
court, nursery school, gym, 
courier service, shops, bank, 
travel agent’s, and more besides. 
The owners of luxury cars need 
not worry about fire bombs or 
the corrosive effect of freezing 
winters, as there is a heated 
underground car park. Ac- 
cording to a friend who lives 
there, one of the residents re- 
mained indoors for so long 
that her small child never saw 
Russian grass. 

All this is. of course, repeat- 
ing a depressing pattern that has 
divided society in the United 
States, South Africa and - in- 
creasingly - western Europe. 
Thke. for example, my old 
stamping ground in Los Ange- 
les. Desperate to attract adver- 
tising in a dismally regulated 
multi-channel world. Lhe local 
television stations chum out 
bloody-thirsty, and often wildly 
exaggerated, stories about crime. 
The motto among competing 
news executives is chilling, but 
accurate; “If it bleeds, it leads." 

Bombarded by this gore, the 
population has grown daily 
more terrified and distrustful of 
itself. Those with cash buy more 
guns and Lry to hide behind lock 
and key. Thus, the rise of the 
gated community - entire vil- 
lages built behind high walls and 
electronic barriers. 

In Russia, the same process 
is beginning without the cata- 
lyst of a hysterical ratings- 
crazed news media. If tabloid 
television ever arrives, it will 
have plenty of materia! with 
which to whip up an even 
greater froth of fear. During one 
recent weekend five women 
were stabbed in Moscow: 22 
people died after drinking fake 
vodka in the Siberian city of 
Krasnoyarsk: and 10 Russian 
soldiers were gunned down af- 
ter one of their colleagues 
flipped. You see. the country is 
at Limes wild and lawless. But 
it won't get any better if its elite 
over-reacts and withdraws from 
it entirely, cowering from real- 
ity in their own very expensive, 
hermetically-sealed hutches. 

Phil Reeves 



administrations.“In. the Na- 
tional Security Council seven 
out of 11 top staffer* are Jews," 
says the Israeli daily Ma 'ariv. 

But Israel has few allies apart 
from the US. In the UN vote 
condemning the construction of 
the Jewish settlement at Har 
Homa in Jerusalem, the only 
country joining Israel and the 
US voting against the condem- 
nation was Micronesia. 

Leaders of the US Reform 
and Conservative movements 
will arrive in Israel this week to 
try to work out a compromise. 
But it will be difficult to dilute 
the message to American Jews, 
which one fundraiser described 
as being: “You are not as good 
a Jew as the Orthodox." 




At least 39 people died as fire swept through an 11th-century Hindu temple at Thanjauvr in 31 ^ 

thousands of pilgrims had gathered for a religious festival. The blaze ts believed to have started from a ceremonial fire 


weekend, when 
Photograph:. AFP : 
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Fears over euro plans 
reach fever pitch 


international 


f tath «ine Buffer 

Luxembo urg 

Uncertainty over the new French 


EU waits on decision from France 

S^°, hH^ 0 ° h ° mic , PoS n nlenlions - Ihc . n ™ Eur "P“" ccraral hank, 

of pleSforTSS* 11 lhe futur * Slruu« Kahn ih • n Dominique and 10 a S^ c economic policy for 
fever nfffti a ? ngle currency io nnn.v v.r - * , ncw Frtfnch R- the Union. Any unravellin'c of 

«'-tofe4 «?h Eu S 0pcan ^ance ut? a ^o W f l \ witl askcd !hc Slabilily pact rules at this singe 

fiS£5J?S red last m 'shi i* S a ? ■* ■ seri- could. homSer. sound ihc deafh 


anon paimises which would clearlv 
, J n conflict with the expenditure- 
slashing criteria enshrined in the 
Maastricht treaty. He will also he 
euro on 1 January 1 999 , £ ^£13 S' France ‘ s commitment to 
doubts cast by the Socialist vXv ? ■ pact, which will ensure 
m the French elections and hi austerity in the euro 

Germany’s budgetary crisis? aS- - afler lhc ,aunch - 


^£££9:5 

mitmeni to the laiinrh n r * com ‘ 
euro on 1 January 1 S Jf. on S 


sip of cracks will beVSd on hi 

confirmation cither 
thal a delay is inevitable or th-nTh . 

euro wifi be launched on [iSe as a 

weak currency. But even as ihcv ar- 
rived in Luxembourg - officralll for 
a dinner to discuss designs for the 
eight euro coins - there was still no 
L,ear sla tcmem from Paris on the 

*9 


Mr Jospin has floated signals 
that he wants to unstitch agree- 
ment on the rules of the pact, ne- 
gotiated painstakingly in Dublin 
Iasi December, to allow more cra- 
pnasis on employment. The So- 
cialist government also wants a 
commitment to a “stability coun- 
cil of euro zone governments to 
act as a political counterweight to 


Diplomats poinied hopefully to 
the absence of any formal demand 
by 1 he French for a reopening of 
stability pact negotiations hut'ad- 
mined that backsliding now could 
be fatal. “Meeting the Emu deficit 
targets by the end of this year is one 
thing but the stability pact is criti- 
cal - it is what will give the whole 
thing credibility and" cohesion ... If 
you don’t have that you can throw 
your hat at it." said one source. 

Germany masterminded the 
stability pact as a system of semi- 
automatic fines to he inflicted on 
member stales who fail to main- 
tain the fiscal rectitude Bonn has 
always deemed imperative if the 


euro is to offer the German pub- 
lic a credible alternative to the 
mark. It is due to be rubber 
stamped by the European Union 
heads uf government meeting in 
Amsterdam in 10 days, so it would 
be a race against the clock to 
rewrite the rules at this stage. 

Thco \Afeigel the German finance 
minister who designed the stabili- 
ty pact, will also have to set minds 
at rest today as to whether Bonn it- 
self can meet the Emu entry con- 
ditions on time. He is meeting 
European colleagues for the first 
lime since the debacle over his plans 
to revalue Germany's gold reserves 
and use the profits 10 plug a gap- 
ing hole in tne budget deficit. Mr 
Waigd's humiliation at the hands 
of the Bundesbank which forced 
him to drop the plan has seriously 
damaged his credibility and robbed 
Germany of the moral high ground 
in the debate over which member 
slates should be allowed to join 
monetary union in the first wave. 



Waterwork: Fisherman taking nart in = w „ ■ ' 

race near Cheung Chau a iWullJ • f drafion boat 

as part of the celebrations marking 'f andl . ye ^ erday 
Dragon Boat Festival k g toda » s Chinese 

uragon ooai festival Photograph: Franki Chaa-AP 


Italian peace 






Sound. Vision. 

When they’re working together we communicate better. 
Which is why we have brought together the worlds of 
telecommunications and television to create a new kind 
of company. 

it is called Cable & Wireless Communications, born 
from the merger of Mercury, Bell Cablemedia, NYNEX 
CableComms and Videotron. 

It has been described by the Sunday Times as u one of 
the biggest and most exciting companies to be formed 
in Britain for years" 

And it is here to change the face of communications. 



CABLE & WIRELESS 
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force tortured 
Somalis 


Andrew Gumbef 

Rome 


During the Gulf War, the joke 
about the Italian contingent in 
Operation Desert Storm was 
that they were providing the ice- 
cream trucks. In Gabriele Sal- 
vatore’s film Meduenuneo . the 
Italian troops invading Greece 
are portrayed as warm-hearted 
young fellows who want noth- 
ing more than to play football 
with the locals. 

For 50 years, the post-war 
generation in Italy has liked to 
think of its armed forces as 
"brum genie’', nice guys who will 
stop at nothing to help old 
ladies and children in trouble 
but probably don’t have the 
stomach for the brutal business 
of war. This weekend, that 
myth has been shattered by 
horrifying photographs pub- 
lished in two news magazines 
that tell a singularly nasty sto- 
ry about Italian paratroopers at- 
tached to the UN peace mission 
to Somalia in 1993. 

Young Somalis are shown 
stripped naked, beaten and 
wired up with electrodes at- 
tached to their testicles. Soma- 
li prisoners are shown being 
hooded and tied up before haw 
ing cigarette butts stubbed out 
on their naked flesh. 

One former paratrooperwho 
sold the most graphic phoLos to 
Panorama magazine. Michele 
Pairuno, says such mistreat- 
ment of Somalis was, for a 
time, routine in his regiment, 
the Folgore. one of the most fa- 


mous in Italy. Prisoners were de- 
nied all food and drink except 
hot peppers, beaten, burned and 
electrocuted. On patrols, the 
men from Folgore would van- 
dalise families' water supply 
and destroy the house if they 
found so much as a single bul- 
let inside. 

What began as a paranoid 
fear of elan violence turned into 
“pure sadism". Mr Pairuno 
said. Prisoners were even 
thrown against razor wire for 
the amusement of their captors. 
Mr Pairuno said he had heard 
of about five or six deaths as a 
direct result of torture. 

The revelations have acted 
like a bombshell in Italy, 
prompting a number of judicial 
and internal investigations and 
one call by a small government 
party to disband the Folgore 
regiment. The Folgore has a 
reputation for lingering pro- 
Fascist tendencies, which in 
turn have caused concern about 
its present involvement in the 
Italian-led mission in Albania. 

The Somalis have reacted en- 
ergetically to the scandal, open- 
ing Jaw suits on 43 cases of 
alleged human rights violations, 
including 11 murders and 19 in- 
stances of torture. Interviewed 
in Mogadishu by Agence 
France Presse, one garage own- 
er called Ahmed Mo-ah Mo- 
hammed described being 
hooded, tortured and thumped 
with sandbags by the Italians. 
"They used me like an ashtray," 
he said, showing the bum marks 
still visible on his body. 



Turkish general admits 
war on Kurds continuing 

General Cevik Bir. Turkey's second highest-ranking 
military official contradicted the Prime Mimster yesterday 
and said a three -week-old offensive against Kurdish rebels 
in northern Iraq was continuing. 

The contrasting statements reflected the deep and 
growing division between the armed forces and the 
government of Prime Minister Necmeuin Erbakan, who is 
trying to put a greater Muslim stamp on Turkish society. 

Up to 50.1X10 troops, backed by tanks and airpower. 
crossed the border on IS May to wipe out rebel bases in 
northern Iraq. AP - Ankara 

Hell’s Angel held over shooting 

A Hell's Angel was arrested yesterday and charged in 
connection with the killing of a rival Bandidos biker gang 
member outside a popular nonhem Denmark restaurant. 

Three orher Bandidos were wounded, two of them 
seriously, but were said to be in stable condition. The 
arrested man, whose name was not released, was the 
owner of a car used in the shooting in Liselejc. a summer 
resort 27 miles north of Copenhagen. AP - Copenhagen 

Israel forces settlement issue 

Israeli and Palestinian negotiators met yesterday to try to 
revive stalled peace talks, but the session began only after 
Israel extracted a denial of reports it had agreed to’a 
freeze on building Jewish settlements. The meeting 
between teams led by Palestinian Saeb Erekat and Israel's 
Dani Naveh was overshadowed by what had or had not 
been promised to bring ii about. " AP - Cairo 

US offers Kabila olive branch 

The United Stales will offer Congo's new government 
mililajy co-operation as an incentive to maintain human 
rights standards, US officials said yesterday. President 
Laurent Kabila, agreed this weekend to allow UN officials 
to investigate alleged refugee massacres. AP - Kinshasa 
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Bouquet of Bard wire 


uetion, All’s Well That Ends Well’, for the Open Air Theatre in Regent’s Park, 
is no exception. It is set in a rontemporary war zona By Adrian Turpin 


I magine that you lived in an 
enchanted dell. Celestial music 
plays in the trees. Mischievous but 
benign spirits frolic. Life is sweet 
and straightforward. Then one 
morning you awake to discover that the 
fairies at the bottom of the garden have 
been joined by a military jeep, hand 
grenades, thundering explosions and the 
shell-shocked inhabitants of a war zone 
resembling the former Yugoslavia. How 
would that make you feel? 

The answer is: a little bit like the staff 
of the Open Air Theatre in Regent’s Park, 
faced with Helena Kaut-Howson’s new 
production ot All's Well That, Ends Will. 
It’s perhaps too easy to mock London’s 
premiere al fresco theatre for being the 
home of “heritage Shakespeare”: that’s 
to say, decorous but unchallen ging pro. 
ductions of the Bard’s best-known works. 
To bis credit, lan Talbot, the company’s 
artistic director, has made a point of 
introducing Shakespeare’s tragedies into 
the repertory during his 10-year tenure. 
He has employed thinking actors, such as 
Judi Dench and Brian Cox, to direct. 
Nevertheless, the Open Air has never 
quite shaken off its image of being mid- 
dlebrow and tourist-oriented. “We don’t 
do A Midsummer Night 's Dream every 
year," protests Talbot, who this year is 
playing Bottom in the Dream for the 
eighth time. 

Against this background, the appear- 
ance of Kaut-Howson is remarkable. A 
distinctly leftfield artist, who cheerfully 
calls herself a “foreigner”, she delights in 
the darkness and complexity of Shake- 
speare’s vision. In selecting. 47/ ’s Well, she 
has lighted upon one of his most obscure 
plays, and she has chosen to set it in a con- 


temporary military context. What the 
tourists wtlJ make of it is anyone's guess. 


tourists wiU make of it is anyone's guess. 

In the flesh, Helena Kaut-Howson is 
five-feet-not-a-lot of Middle Europ ean 
enthusiasm. She came to England as an 
actress in the mid-Sixties, having been 


thrown out of Poland for manying the 
English son of a Nato admiral, but she has- 
n’t lost the accent. And, then, there’s the 
curious way she injects the odd 
unidiomatic phrase into her long staccato 
sentences, a rogue “yet” in place of a 
“star, or a gratuitous “indeecT. 

Tbday, arriving hot-foot from the 
rehearsal tent, she's wondering about a 
new addition to her vocabulary. “I have 
just come across this phrase ‘spin doctors'. 
Who are these spin doctors? They are 
mysterious people behind who 
manipulate, I tr unk. ” 

Her Polishaess - or at least the fact that 
she wasn’t English - undoubtedly helped 
her during her immensely successful, if all 
too brief, reign at the Theatr Clwyd in 
Mold, North Wdes, where, before the 
management shabbily got rid of her in 
1995. she had established a rare reputation 
for artistic excellence. Sometimes Kaut- 
Howson’s nationality has made itself felt 
very directly on stage. Her West End 
transfer of Jane Eyre, for example, juxta- 
posed the orphanage at Lowood with the 
Wirsaw ghetto. Buf mostly her upbringing 
(she was bora in Lvov during the Second 
World Whr) has informed her work in a 
more subtle way. “I always see the human 
situation within the larger context of his- 
tory or social upheaval,” she says. “I never 
see the life of the individual as abstracted 
from the historical context.” 

The death of her father, a Jewish 
tailor who was murdered by the Nazis, 
taught her that. Her Marxist mother 
(“She was a Mother Courage figure”) 
reinforced this lesson time and time 
again. In contrast to the Poles. “1 think the 
English are very Edwardian. It’s in their 
person old and young. Eveiyone treasures 
their beautiful best tea-set. Those values 
have not been blown to smithereens by the 
war or the revolution.” 


cup or two. Her recent King Lear (which 
is revived at the Yotrag Vic later this 
month) cast the actress Kathryn Hunter as 
Lear and framed the action within a nurs- 


ing home for the elderly. “For that, a lot 
of critics slapped me on the knuckles." Whs 
that fair? “They’re entitled to their opin- 
ion. I think the English are rightly very pro- 
tective about their masterpieces of litera- 
ture. I don’t feel in any way that I’ve been 
messing about with King Lear, but 1 can 
see how protective they may feel, because 
when l think about a great Palish classic..” 

Not that All's Well is exactly a great 
English classic Indeed, the British theatre 
seems to have ignored this tragicomedy 
like you might choose to ignore an 
embarrassing, scatter-brained aunt. Peter 
Hall and Trevor Nunn (who re-located 
the action to the Crimean War) have both 
had a crack, and still the play hasn’t found 
a niche in the repertoire. The Open Air 
Theatre has never before staged it in its 
65-year histoiy. 

Its obscurity alone makes All's Well a 
daring choice for a theatre run on a tiny 
subsidy - just £10,000 from Westminster 
Counci]. And this is in a year when the 
Open Air faces new competition for the 
tourist pound from the newly opened 
Globe (see review below). A German 
tourist, or the kind of casual theatregoer 
for whom the play is secondary to the pic- 
nic might be expected to know something 
about The Dream. Only for visiting acad- 
emics is AU's Well likely to ring any bells. 

“Tm not doing it traditionally, mainly 
because I'm not quite sure what the tradi- 
tion is,” says Kaut-Howson. For her, the 
play exercises a perennial fascination (this 
will be the third time she has directed it), 
although the words she uses to describe it 
sound tike a commercially-minded theatre 
manager’s worst nightmare: “It is a com- 
plex play, not immediately understandable. 
Between the main characters, there are 
puzzling and slightly ambiguous and con- 
troversial relationships.” 


If. culturally speaking. Shakespeare is 
Britain's beautiful best tea-set, then Kaut- 


Howson hasn’t been afraid of breaking a 


The dying king of France is saved by 
Helena, a physician’s daughter, and as her 
reward she is allowed to wed the seemingly 
gallant young Bertram. Bertram, who is in 
fact a callous rat, reluctantly accedes to the 
king’s wishes. But, encouraged by the brag- 
gart Parolles (played by Nigel Planer in this 
production as a stand-up comedian), he 
runs away to fight in Italy without con- 
summating the marriage From there, he 
writes to tell her that until she is pregnant 
by him and has in her possession the ring 
on his finger - “which never shall come 
off” - she may not call him her husband. 
Instead of giving up at this point, Helena 
travels to Italy on a pilgrimage, tricks 
Bertram into having sex with her under the 
pretext that she is another woman, and 
takes the ring. 

“It is difficult," Kaut-Howson admits 
yet again (if Ian Thibet is eavesdropping, 
his hair Is probably turning grey by now). 
“Victorian audiences - who formed the 
basis of our tradition of what is and is not 
enjoyable in Shakespeare - found it hard 
to put up with the unsympathetic central 
character and the central premise of the 
plot. It is also very difficult” - that word, 
again - “to believe in the happy ending.” 
What Kaut-Howson says she raids so com- 
pelling about All’s Wol is “that curious 
meeting between the fairy-tale and the 
very caustically, ironically, realistically 
perceived picture of sexual and other 
relations in society”. 

How well she'll be able to convey this 
is open to debate. Before any director 
working at the Open Air Theatre can even 
begin to think about nuance, there are 
immense practical problems to be over- 
come: the cavernous stage, wind-threat- 
ened acoustics, ridiculously short rehearsal 
periods and having to share one lighting 
set-up between two productions (the lights 
can't be re-focused In daylight hours, and 
the theatre can’t afford the overtime pay- 
ments needed to re-focus them at night). 
The size of the auditorium amply does not 
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Helena Kaut-Howson: 1 always see the human situation within tho targjar context 
of history or social upheaval* Photo: Adrian perms , ■, 


allow for intimate t€te-a-tetes, and for a 
director who has done much of her finest 
work in tight studio spaces that takes some 
getting used to. 

But, she a dds, her china-doll features 
li ghting up, the outdoor setting does allow 
her to do justice to the many scenes set in 
the “war zone”. No more little explosions 
played for jokes: 3 big arena means big 
bangs, a fuD armoury of modem weaponry, 
and the chance to re-create something of 
how it feels to live under the constant 
threat of war. This, she says, she discovered 
when she witnessed Israel's Yom Kippur 
war at first hand in 1973. 

Even here, where many directors would 
just sit back and revel in the pyrotechnics, 
Kaut-Howson is trying to say something 
about individuals who have become 
unwittingly enmeshed in history. 


“Some people will bate my production, 

1 am sure,” she concedes, but she's offer- 
ing no apologies. “I found at Clwyd that'., 
you don’t have to speak down to audiences - : 
who are perhaps not sophisticated or ' 
highbrow. If you are not just being flashy •'* 
and pretentious but are genuinely fasci- , 
nated by something, they go along with • 
you. 1 love that kina of audience. I think 
u is the proper kind of audience. They have | 
being gobsmacked.” Pronounced with . ! 
that Polish purr, being “gobsmacked" 
sounds like the most exalted and exotic . 
state imaginable. 


'All’s Well That Ends Well’ is in rep at the 
Open Air Theatre, Regent's Fork, London 
NW1 (0171-486 2431) from tomorrow. 
'King Lear 1 is at die Ybung Vic, London SEl 
(0171-928 6363) from 25 June : ‘ 
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Public Notices 


No. 002404 or 1997 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
ROCKWELL 

INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 

and 

in the matter of the 

COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
(bat a petition was on tbe l Jih 


that a petition was on tbe I Jih 
day of May IW presented to Her 
Majesty's High Lmirt of Justice 


Majesty’s High t»oun of Justice 
for l be confirmation of the 
reduction of the capital of the 


a bone-named Company from 
E81496.99S to Ol.73i.OOI 


E82.496.99S to £31.735.00) 

AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN ikn the said petition is 
directed to be beard before the 
Companies Court Registrar at the 
Roval Courts of Janice. Strand. 
London WC2A 2LL on 
Wednesday tbe I8ib day of June 
1997. 

Any creditor or shareholder of the 
said Company desiring to oppose 
the nuking of an Order for (be 
confirmation of the said reduction 
of capital should appear at tbe 
time of hearing in person or by 
Counsel for dial purpose. 

A copy of die said Petition will be 
Furnished to any person requiring 
the same by tbe undermentioned 
solicitors on payment of tbe 
regulated duryc for the same. 
Dated this 5lh day of June 1997 
LoveU White Durrani 
65 Holborn VbducL London 

EC I A :dy 

Ref. AJ.SJS.FLBC, 

Tel- 0171 236 Oft* 

Fav 0171 246 4212 

Sohotcn for the jbene used Compos 


APPLICATION FOR NEW LICENCE 
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
WE, PETER JOHN DANIEL 
DAVIS who has resided for tbe 
past sx months at 4 Claremont 
Square. Islington. London N1 
9LN and carried oa tbe node or 
calling during the aforesaid period 
oT m months of Area Manager 
and STEPHEN JOHN LTNDLEY 
who hu raided for tbe pfai six at 
SI Bhnnmic Road. New Elih-un. 
London SE9 2DY and earned on 
tbe trade or calling daring the 
aforesaid period of six months of 
Wine Bar Manager HEREBY 
GIVE YOU NOTICE that it is 
OUR utlcnoaa to apply al ihe 
Licensing Sessions Tor the 
I ironing Division of THAMES 
to be held at THAMES 
MAGISTRATES COURT. 58 
Bow Road. London E3 4DJ on 
MONDAY ihe 23 RD day of 
JUNE 1997 at IflJOara « tbe 
forenoon for the grant to US of a 
Justices On License (Subject to 
Conditions) authorising US to seO 
by retail at the premises situate at 
GRAPESHOTS. M Artillery 
Passage. London El in the said 
Licensing Division ratoucatiag 
liquor of all descriptions for 
oaranmptiou ON or OFF tbe 
premises. 

GIVEN UNDER OUR HANDS 
THIS 30TH DAY OF MAY 1997 

SWEPSTONE WALSH 
9 Lincoln's (on Fields. London 
WC2A 3BP 

Sohhen for and on bdutf at the 

Applicants (Ml »rrlhnnml 
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Nigeria 


Ghana 


Malaysia 


Morocco 



Lebanon 


on international phone 
calls 24 hours a day. 

IPs so simple... 

• No Extra Charges 

• Any Phone 

• No Installation 

• High Quality Lines and Service 

• Per Second Charging 

• Free Itemised Statements 


T ry walking into a record 
company to sell them the 
idea of two average-look- 
ing blokes on stage wearing 
shapeless Communist-style 
clothes, with Lbe baseball- 
hatted one standing motionless 
behind an ancient keyboard 
and the balding one singing in 
a monotone, and you’ll dis- 
cover al first hand how efficient 
their security staff are. 

The Pet Shop Boys have 
somehow avoided forceful. ejec- 
tion from pop heaven for 12 
years now. Until 21 June the pop 
ironists are nestled in the Savoy 
Theatre, London, playing a 
series of concerts entitled 
“Somewhere”. They are the first 
band to play a residency at a 
West End theatre, bui it's hardly 
surprising because they have 
always been more at home with 
Coward and Wilde than Hendrix 
and Clapton and their songs 
have always sounded like they 
belong in an unwritten musicaL 
Ironically (what else could it 
be?) ihe theatrical setting sees 
them at their least theatrical. 
The atmosphere is far more 
intimate than previous shows; 
the absence of huge choreo- 
graphed antics and massive 
costume changes probably 
makes this the nearest thing the 
Pet Shop Boys will get to an 
unplugged concert. 


Pop 

Pet Shop 
Boys 

Savoy Theatre, 
London 


West Side Story song, is all disco 
beats, orchekral strings and 
epic arrangements which man- 
age to sound even bigger than . 
the epic disco of “Go West”. 

Despite all this faceless anti- . 
pop star treatment and bright - 
arrangements, Neil is equally ; 
capable of sin g in g from hu 
heart: for every meaningless 
“Che Guevara and Debussy to 


r. 


a disco bear” there’s tbe tragedy 
and Wildean wit of “Whatever 
Initially they play lots of B-. fatal points they scored^! have 


L&. 


sides, as if a serious setting 
requires serious work from the 
audience. Then, just as every- 
one's gearing themselves up for 
a dance as they play “Go West", 
they tip straight into the inteivaL 
The interval? We wanted to 
dance. This theatre thing must 
have gone to the Boys head. 

After the interval normal 
service is resumed. They play 
“It's a Sin” mixed up in a disco 
cocktail with “I Will Survive”. 
Neil Tennant tells us it’s all right 
to dance. So we jive in our seats. 
And we notice Chri.J Lowe has 
slipped a bit of drum V bass 
into the mid section. Albeit 
quietly, Sylvia Mason James 
belts out the “I win survive” and 
Neil’s monotone.duets with her 
powerful wafl. A mistake he 
probably won’t make again. 

Their forthcoming single. 
“Somewhere", a cover of the 


never been ignored". . 

This tenderness reaches its 
peak during the encore, when . 
Neil appears with an unwieldy ; 
acoustic guitar. He gently ; 
strums his way through a ten-ijjf 
der version of “Rent”. It works ■; 
so perfectly, you wonder why , 
they haven't done it before. 

It’s the contradictions: dis- “ 
posable beats and intimate 
clever lyrics that mate the Pet , 
Shop Boys appealing. Their self- 
conscious anti-rock stance is an . 
antidote to whoever happens to 
be mistreating a a electric guitar 
elsewhere in the charts. And 
thankfully, Chris standing 
behind the same Roland syn- . 
thesizer pretending to produce 
all these sounds live is still the , 
funniest running gag in showbiz. 
Booking: 0171-836 8888 , 
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No. 002405 or 1997 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
ROCKWELL GRAPHICS 
SYSTEMS LIMITED 


Tu bwotre-o BVU5 1486 
RuU 4.106I I) 

TOHRENZO LEATHER 
COMPANY LIMITED 

» CBUTOe vouTtran UQumno* 


Austria 


Constant Low Rates, AH Day, 
Every Day to over 240 countries 


A t the official opening of 
the reconstructed Globe 
Theatre, the drumming 
cast of Henry Amoved forward 
over the rush-strewn apron- 
stage, and Mark Rylance, artis- 
tic director and leading actor, 
intoned those famous lines 
which here have a resonant 
self-reference: “May wc cram/ 
Within this wooden O the very 
casques/ That did affright the 
air at Aginoourt?” Plugs for 
new venues don’t come more 
poetic than that. 

The first full season has been 
launched with a pair of pro- 
ductions: Henry l \ directed by 
Richard Olivier, which has 
gone to a lot of trouble, though 
to no great interpretative 
effect, to reproduce original ~ 
Elizabethan stage practices in 
the costuming and all-male 
casting: and David Freeman’s 
staging of The Winter’s Tale - 
played on a carpet of red earth 
and with a tribal African feel to 


Philippines 58 p 


Wore p hurt* lha lw frany-.. 4 tin 
Iwnwi 4%vKiJlf-<.. Coflrfuii Know. 24 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 


ibai a petition was on tbe 13th 
tiav « May I W presented tu Her 


day « May iw. presented lu Her 
M-ijcsiy> Hijdi Court of Justice 
Tor tbe confirmation or the 
reduction of the capita! of the 


dap aCwR V iturirJ rut 
<n Ibmd inn tvl bn pel 


11 Sri Lanka 

88 p 

|| Mauritius 

88 p 

AjrrarVfTf 


New Customers 

^ £200 towards 
Kuoni Holidays 

+£10 of FREE CALLS* 


above-named Company iron 
L99.0ttoJ94 to £14.? JILTS’ 


AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that Lbe said pcuuon is 
directed to he heard More ihe 
Companies CVhui Refill rar al Ibr 

Royal Courts of Justice. Strand. 
London WC2A 2LL on 
Wednesday the IMh day of June 
1997. 

Any creditor or shareholder of the 
sahl Company desiring to oppose 
lbe DU Lin p of an Order lor the 
confirmation of the said reduction 
of capital should appear at ihe 
lime of bearing in person or by 
Counsel for I hat purpose. 

A copy of the raid Petition wdl be 

furnished to any person requiring 

the same b> the undemrenuoncu 

solicitors on payment of ihe 

regulated charge tor the same. 

Dated this 5th day of June IW 

LoveU White Durrani 

65 Hotbom Viaduct. London 

ECIA IDY 

Ref. .USJSFLEG 

Tut 0171 236 0066 

Fav DI7I 248 4212 
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KUONI Offer valid for two, minimum 
7 day holiday, travel insurance to be 
purchased from Xpert Travel. 
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Theatre 
Henry V / 
The Winter’s 
Tale 

The Globe, 
London 


This actor’s total, beautifully 
unforced rapport with an audt- j 
ence is a wonder to behold 




(whether he's letting us inttW' 
Henry’s pained sense of kingly :*• 
burden or extracting exquisite 
comedy in the wooing scene 
with Toby Cockerell’s delec- 
tably coy Katherine) and the 
Globe provides the ideal arena . 
for it. , 

This theatre - in the inn-yard 
intimacy of its architecture and 
its exposure to the elements 

( there was torrential rain atthe 

first night of Henry V ) - pro- 
motes an amazing sense qf 
audience solidarity, and if Otis 
weren’t a potential liability as 
well as a strength, then there 
would be no excitement to it 
Listening to the crowd hiss at 
and boo the dastardly French 
however, you may wonder n 
Olivier’s handsome but duJJ 


walkabout amongst the 
groundlings and you may say 
this is what I should have done 
here. But I had a child with me 
who would have seen little from 
that low position in a crowd 
and, besides, a punier who has 
paid £18 for a seat shouldn't 
have to have recourse to such 
shifting around. 

Neither production could 
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be described as inspired. The production does enough to |Ril 
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and with a tribal African feel to 
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To advertise in 
this section 
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Classified 
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0171 293 2222 . 



Tom Phillips’s striking cos- 
tumes and design - which 


72/74 EDGWARE ROAD. MARBLE ARCH YV2 

(3 Blocks up from Oxford Street) 


tumes and design - which 
respects the Globe's distinctive 
architecture but has a freer, 
modern approach. 

I would have enjoyed the 
tatter production more if I 
could have seen more of it. 
Coming between me and com- 
plete appreciation was one of 
the pair of hefty Corinthian pil- 
lars that support the canopy 
roof. Crucial events occurring 
up stage - like Ihe coming to 
life of Hermione’s statue and 
Leonlcs s reaction to it — were 
blocked off, and I could onlv 
get a partial perspective on 
Such novel ideas as having 
Hermione turn herself into the 
bear that pursues and con- 
sumes Aniigonus. One of the 
joys of the Globe is that there’s 
nothing to stop you from going 


Winter's Talc has some beauti- 
ful touches, particularly in the 
way it handles transitions. 
Time, played as a modern, 
rather posh vagrant with a 
cider boide by Nicholas Le 
Prevost. enters through the 
groundlings and as he talks of 
the swift passage of 16 years, 
Anna-Livia Ryan’s adult 
Perdiia magically emerges, 
fully formed, from the baby 
bundle left on stage, solici- 
tiously helped up by the Old 
Shepherd. But with some 
admirable exceptions (espe- 
cially Mr Le Prevost, who 
doubles as a very funny, jerk- 
ily Clcese-Iike Autolycus), the 
cast too often opt for a coarse 
emotionalism. 

Mark Rylance's excellent 
performance as Henry V 
demonstrates that subtlety of 
psychological shading can be 
communicated at this theatre. 


such atavistic jingoism m® 
perspective. What will Trie 
Merchant of Venice be like ** 
this address? . . 

Behind me at The ; 
Talc, there was a cOUple gluM 
to a large Complete 
lowing the text with* fanatical .. 
devotion. Nexf to me at HoVf ■ 
V, was a young Japan®” 
woman who kept - ® 
trained on the production 
throughout as though « were , 
some extended alternative. W. 
the Changing of the Guard; a 

tourist-trap<uni-pl3>?xm'f^ 

cranky -academics /The 

can be infinitely monr : and 1 

quickest way to prove thtstf “ 
let a truly great director Kx*= 

inhere. «. 

'Henry’ Vend 'The 

Tale’ in rep nt The GJoffr <| 
London SEl (0171-620 020 J 
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K, uwi mere s psycnoiogicai shading can be n A Tovlnr 

to stop you from going communicated at this theatre. rSUI * *v 

Tomorrow in the Tabloid: Tom Lubbock on the Power of Erotic Art — l 
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Bed and board Howard’s way 


I 


H 


jJJJJ d _ Hod gs? n - the 


. JUQQ meets Kenny D^!dkh h hJ j p e of 3 

^ r I make undertakincLhe fhh hairdo ' n ^ a B ed 10 

as chief executive of rL bl1 sexy - was booted out 
. -resigned. e of Rons on last week. Actually, he 

it amounts 6 tomuchtof been 50016(1 om » so 
Not so much with what haSSLnllTw Andi yes - he “ i ol| y "“s 5 - 
As the tabloids had it hffES 1 b more wilh lhe coverage, 
because Christine PfckJes, the was asked to stand doL 
manager, had become Ws miS . ’ j'« ,rp °nne development 
not take kindly to this swashwtr^ ■ * he olhcr direcl °re did 
and bedroom: Miss PiS i. S SJUXlaposilion of boardroom 
to finance director at one ^oinT 


to finance dbwto? atorre'jiSj™ reponed ’ was wcn promoted 

“Ifs h^cSe^Pl” ‘jf s jj? 1 * had " 0t S one abouL 

line. “The idea that thfcJirf , ? he l cn vc| y bard on Chris- 
leg over ... is just so m ^ wor,d Siting her 

first ioinetftScompanr^Bui^he haS be . en since l9Wl be 
running of the bSsiS’evei attain' C ‘ u m ! crfere wilh . lhc 
were voted upon. Hesws T ^ whc " htfr P romoUons 

S A?d i? s nn^f ?? ,am w| ) en ( bcv Ve in their boxes,” he savs. 
outset he m, h L“ * he , exacll . v needed the job, is it? Or, as he 
Siat even if h*- muc5 P 1 ° nc - V wh en he sold his funeral empire 
25 £S 1 m neve f r 1 W - orkLld J Smn he could still live veiv nirely 
“SlSw “ l lo c ^h of my children". ' 

funeral waSl lakc ovcr bis family’s ailing 

undertaker! •” ,u 75 and hu,I J? 11 imo lhe biggisi quoted firm of 
^ m l !? e coun, ry- By 1990. Howard Hodgson pic had 
a capital value of £lUQm. employed 2,000 people anddid 68,000 
erals a year, which meant Howard was burying one in 10 of 
the nation s dead. He sold his share to a Frenchcompany in 1991 
because, quite frankly, the offer was too good to refuse. He made 
±/m. He thought he would retire and write books. He did write 
one book, now To Become Dead Rich, but did not enjoy himself. 
I hated il I’m a team player." 

The book was not a roaring success in sales terms. He has a 
garage nill of them. (“If you want a rare Hodgson book, get one 
that tsn t signed. ’) A copy sits between us on the coffee table. 
Jpoward points at it and says: “If you look in the index, you’ll 
actually find more references to Margaret Hilda Thatcher than 
there are to Howard Hodgson!" Yes, he is very much a classic 
product of the Thatcher age of enterprise and, yes, he misses her 
horribly. The current lot, he says, are “a pathetic shower”. He 
is much amused by attempts to promote WflJiam Hague as the 



Formerly the rock star of the funeral world, Hodgson confesses that, in a film of Ms life, he would like Sean Bean to star because *he looks quite like me and is strong’ Glynn Griffiths 


dashing, sexy leadership candidate. “Eve a better chance at pulling He liked the good life - Aston Martins and fast women and slow 
than him." he says. “And, at 47, I’m 11 years older." horses. He was a good funeral director but a useless business- 


says. "And, at 47, I’m 11 years older. 

Howard and Christine live in Poole, Dorset, in a big modern 
job beh ind one of those Beverly Hills-style electric gate thingies. 
It is Christine, who also stood down from Ronson last week, who 
lets you in. She is 32 and very pretty and utterly devoted to 
Howard. She seems to live mostly in the kitchen, for some rea- 
son. Howard refers to her either as “my current girlfriend'* or 
“GFP". “Get us a coffee, GFR" he bellows from the sitting room. 
GFP? "Greasy Fat Pig." How charming. “It’s an endearment," 
he stresses. Will they ever marry? Hang on, he says, he isn’t 
divorced from his wife yet. Doses Christine want to many? “Of 
course. She’s from Lancashire." 

Inside, the house is all thick carpets and ruched curtains and 
latticed radiator covers and antiques which may be the real thing 
but don’t look it amid all the rest. The overall effect is very Bar- 
jatt’s meets fads via the repro- 
$ action furniture department 
at John Lewis. I do not get to 
go upstairs, hut guess there's 
a Jacuzzi, frilly skirts around 
the dressing tables and. in the 
master bedroom, those white 
fitted wardrobes which Page 
Three girls always seem to 
hanker after. I think they go by 
the name of Schreiber. 

Think upmarket Schreiber 
and I reckon you are there. 

However, what you notice 
most are the silver-framed 
photographs, which are everywhere. There are lots of Howard s 
children (Howard, 22: Jamieson. 14; Davinia; 7), but thereare 
many more of Howard, and you get the full pictonal tonr/This 



is me as a baby, me as a child, me on my boat,_me meeting Rkhard 
Branson..." Howard is quite deliciously vain, and the only per- 
son I’ve ever met who drops his own name in conversation. The 

staff at Ronson, he says, have been faring hum L££3»£l!E 
“The building is not the same without Howard Hodgson. Should 
anvone ever make a film about his life he confesses he would 
HkeSean l£an to star because “he looks quite like me and is 
strono" I do not suggest Kenny DaJglish or Lesley Judd as more 

fourth" Hodgson i^h^.nrc business did 

Ve S^d U lovedtefft?er r very much. “He wasvery handsome, 
ve”XSmatic. He looked like Eirol Flynn and drank like him. 


good 

man. He would say: 'I’ve just met this marvellous chap. We're 
going to go into business together.* And I would have to say: 
’Father, hasn’t it ever occurred to you that the chaps you meet 
in private drinking clubs in the middle of the afternoon might 
not be great successes?' " 

His mother, Sheila, was often irritated by her husband’s lack 
of competence. “Let Howard do «(- He is much better at such 
things,’’ she would often say to him, while Howard went “no, no, 
no" inside. He hated to. see his father belittled. His mother is 
still alive and still as tough as anything. “She makes Mar® 
Thatcher look like a gay liberation worker for lesbians in 
beth. If I’m invited for lunch and Fm not prompt she will say: 
‘Howard. I don’t care who you are. Lunch in this house is at 1pm 
and I’ll thank you to remember that' " 

Howard was educated pri- 
vately in England, and then, 
from 14, in Switzerland 
because he suffered from 
asthma and it was thought the 
air would do him good. He 
remembeis his parents taking 
him to Switzerland, walking 
him half-way to his school 
then leaving him at a bend in 
the road. You go on, they 
said, while we turn back. “I 
was very British about it," he 
remembers. 

“I kissed my mother on her 
cheek. 1 shook my father’s hand. I started to walk, but some- 
thing made me look back just as my father was looking back. 
My mother was still walking purposefully on. Anyway, I ran 
back, jumped in my father’s arms and burst into tears. My father 
had always been wonderful to me, especially as a young man. 
When I had the asthma it was my father who stayed up all night, 
wiping away the vomit and everything. When he died (in 1985) 
1 wept and wept and wept, not only with love, but also with 
regret. In my silly, English way I had never told him how much 
Z loved him." 

Howard fust joined the family firm pretty much direct from 
school. But, initially, he didn't stay long because be feU out with 
his father when his father divorced his mother for someone else, 
then tried to hang on to her money. Howard took his mother's 
side. His father was appalled. And sacked him. Howard went off 
became a very successful insurance salesman, and married a 
Frenchwoman, Marianne, the mother of his children. 

The first time be introduced Marianne to his mother, his 
mother warned hen “You have to get used to the Hodgson men. 
They marry ladies but fuck tarts." 


Interview 

Deborah Ross 

talks to 


HOWARD 

HODGSON 


Well, it makes a change from, “Where would you like your 
wedding list, Selfridge’s or Peter Jones?" 

Anyway. Howard was doing very nicely for himself when, in 
1975, his father came to tell him the business was in trouble - 
on the brink of receivership, in fact - what should he do? 
Howard's answer was to buy it off him for £14,000 and then gp 
on to build up a great chain of funeral firms. 

In a sentence, he did this by endlessly acquiring, asset-stripping, 
keeping any local family names but centralising control, and intro- 
ducing schemes such as the wonderfully-named Destiny with Dig- 
nity whereby people could pre-pay for their own funerals. 

Although he grew up immersed in the culture of death - one 
Christmas, he got a cowboy fort made out of coffin off-cuts - he 
was not prepared when, in 1983, one of his children died No par- 
ent ever is. "When 1 was a young guy and I had to do a child’s 
funeral, I thought, what am 1 going to say to these people? How 
will they ever live again?" Widows were a different matter. He 
had a set patter for them. He would say: “1 know today has been 
a difficult day. You were married for how many years? 48. And 
you have 1 1 children, plus how many grandchildren? 72 And here 
they are ail around you. 

“Sometimes, I lake ladies home and they have no one . This 
always cheered the widows up no end. But when it came to chil- 
dren, “I always handled it very badly." 

His son Charles, who would now be 18 had he lived, drowned 
when, aged three, he wandered unnoticed into a swimming pool 
during a family holiday in Thailand. Howard says Marianne coped 
much better than he did because she howled and let all her grief 
out, whereas he couldn’t. “1 would go to work, come home, then 
sit and stare at the walls in some kind of frozen state. I didn't 
cry until two years later when I was in the bath and suddenly burst 
into tears. Marianne came rushing in to ask what was wrong. 

“I’m crying for Charlie,” I said. 

He was most helped, he says, by a crematorium organist, as 
unlikely as that sonnets. “This guy would play ‘Light My Fire’ or 
‘He Aint Heavy, He’s My Brother' as the coffin was going in. But 
he’d disguise the tunes in such a way only I knew he was doing 
it I used to say to him afterwards ‘You little shit The family are 
asking what the lovely music was.’ ” Anyway, this bloke wrote 
some tunes to which Howard set lyrics. 

He wrote mostly about Charles, and found it immensely ther- 
apeutic. He has a tape of the songs somewhere. He says he did 
not commit “any acts of impropriety" until 14 years into his mar- 
riage, when he started appearing in colour supplements and win- 
ning titles such as Businessman of the Decade and he became 
the rock star of undertaking and it all went to his head rather. 
City PR girls threw themselves at him. He was flattered. He could 
not resist. 

He left Marianne m 1992 for one of these PR giris. No, he 
couldn't have just had a discreet dalliance with her. City girls, 
he complains, don’t go in for casual sex any more. He blames 


feminism. “The biggest enemy to women has been fe minism . Fem- 
inism told girls to go out and he like boys and earn and have sports 
cars. Men find this threatening and don't want to many them. 
There's now this whole plethora of girls wandering around the 
City, desperate to get married. They don't want casual relation- 
ships. They want committed ones." His main grumble with fem- 
inism, I reckon, is that it pul an end to the quick shag. 

You know, after meeting Mr Hodgson I go away bothered, and 
remain bothered for some days. This isn't because he is honid 
in any way. If s because he reminds me of someone and 1 can- 
not prat my finger on it. Then, raid-aisle in Tesco, it suddenly comes 
to me. He reminds me of this budgie my grandmother used to 
have called Joey. 

Jcwy was a darling thing but all he ever wanted to do was sit 
on his little swing and peck at his reflection in the mirror all day. 
Whenever yon opened the door of his cage to give Mm a fly-abouu 
he would always give you a look that said: “Excuse me. I’m hav- 
ing a very nice time admiring myself in here. Please shut my door 
and go away." And I reckon Howard is rather like this too. The 
business was his mirror. Then it was girts. 

Now, I’m not saying Mr Hodgson isn't clever. Or isn't likeable 
in his swashbuckling, old-fasMoned, Thaieherite way. (Yes, when 
his son died, he did think “Why me, and not one of those silly 
girls in the Daily Mail who seem to drop nine babies a week?") 
Certainly, he is more entertaining than Joey ever was. And he 
offers better claret and is cleaner in going about his toilet. But, 
like Joey, he never tires of kissing his own reflection. 


And the happy couple were atheists 


humanist wedding was fun - and deeply moving 


The crowd was ushered through to an elegant 

law, wbal was the firing: aXmcto, while 

there's noth- Sood in this now rather full 
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The couple could have arranged for a “cele- 
brant” from the Humanist Society to perform 
their ceremony. Instead, they opted for one of 
the groom’s two best men, who explained what 
the ceremony entailed and proceeded expertly 
to “MC” it. The bride had a six-strong coven of 
best women - she had so many close female 
friends that she’d feh unable to pick a “best" one. 

Friends each read some quotations chosen by 
the bride, from Jane Austen to the 10th-centuiy 
poet Frau Ava. The last two, love poems, 
moved the groom almost to tears, which of 
course started the whole room off There were 
speeches from the bride's mother and father, 
blessings, asked of grandparents and willingly 
given (“we’ve only been waiting for four years!") 
and finally the couple's vows, written by them- 
selves. They promised to look after each other 
and love each other in the future, whatever that 
might hold, then- exchanged simple gold 
bracelets and kissed. 

Seeing their faces as they took their vows 
made the whole thing more meaningful, for me, 
than anything else could have, and it made me 
question the sense of church weddings, where 
the only person to sec the important bit close 
up is someone the couple possibly met only a 
few days before, at rehearsals. Here, there was- 


n’t a dry eye in the house. OK, God was out of 
the picture, and so for the moment was the law, 
but these two now regarded themselves as hus- 
band and wife, fully committed to their rela- 
tionship for the future. 

The bride it 

take candid shots whenever 


invited a photographer friend lo 
never he could, and the 


results are better than any posed wedding 
album photographs I’ve ever seen. So, instead 
of an hour of posing, it was straight through to 
the dining-room for an excellent lunch, followed 
by the traditional bit the couple were keen to 
retain: champagne toasts and cutting of cake on 
the lawn outside. At about 5pm, everyone 
drifted off for sleep, tennis or swimming, then 
reassembled for an evening party, or rather, par- 
ties. The groom’s dad led a piano-accompanied 
sing-song in the smoking-room, some exhausted 
parents sat in the kitchen chewing the fat, while 
the more energetic of us pranced about to hits 
of the Eighties. 

So shame on me. This wedding ceremony 
wasn’t some petty, two-fingers-at-the- Establish- 
ment act of rebellion. It was, simply, what they 
wanted. So hats off to humanist weddings, or 
should that be hats on? 

The Humanist Society (0990 168 122). 
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Now be tough on the causes of deprivation 

„ . _ . a !<■«£ time with their P 31 ^ 


S hh. Can you hear the slithering of 
the buck when we discussthe 
Causes of Bad Thin®? it 


kJCauses of Bad Things? It hardly 
matters which of society's ills we are 
talking about - smoking, driving while 
talking on a mobile phone, violence 
unemployment - there is a natural pro- 
gression of blame. The first stop £ to 
condemn individuals’ failings, but if 
that were all that were needed the pre- 
vious government would have eradi- 
cated crime, not tripled it. It was one 
of the new Prime Minister’s simplest 
insights to say that by looking to the 
causes of wickedness we do not excuse 
it So we must then ask why people 
behave badly and try to change the way 
they behave - through education If 
only we could teach children “the dif- 
ference between right and wrong”, or 
that drugs screw you up, or that cross- 
ing the road is hazardous, then all 
would be well Jesuits have long applied 
the principle that if you can get to the 
child, you can shape the adult. But the 
more we pursue the causes of social ills, 
the clearer it is that we are on a tread- 
mill running backwards. Secondary 
school is too late for sex and drugs edu- 
cation, so it has to be started at primary 
school. But primaiy school is too late 
for moral education. And much school- 
ing effort is hindered or negated at 
home. Off bounces the buck; the root 
cause of crime and anti-social behav- 
iour must be bad parenting. 

Step forward the arch-villain of mod- 


ern malaises, the Bad Parent - usually 
the father. Vandalism? Dad wasn’t 
there to exert discipline. Unemploy- 
ment? Dad didn't care about home- 
work. Lone mothers? Deadbeat dads 
abandoned them. 

At last, help is at hand. No, not a 
Labour government dedicated to the 
notion of the “strong family". We are 
talking about self-help (see page 3). A 
book. How to Succeed as a Parent , is 
about to be published. So all the guilty 
fellows lurking in the shadows need do 
is read and inwardly digest the handy 
hints and lists of dos and don’ts? 

Unfortunately not The most impor- 
tant advice from the book’s author, 
Steve Chaike, is for fathers to be there. 
Time is the “greatest gift” a father can 
give to his child. But, 10 years after the 
breakdown of a relationship with the 
mother, half of aO fathers have lost con- 
tact with their children. Mr Chaike does 
not actually attend to the real problem 
of parenting in broken and deprived 
families, but to the rather different one 
of the guilt of middle-class parents. 
Attitudes towards good parenting. have 
gone through a revolution since the 
Fifties. Self-help man uals have trans- 
formed fathers' attitudes, especially 
since the publication of the Gospel 
According to Dr Spook (never mind 
that yesterday Dr Speck’s sons revealed 
that the guru of touchy-feely parent- 
hood was hims elf cold and distant). 
Nowadays it is considered compul- 
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sory, for example, for fathers to be pre- 
sent at the birth of their children. 

Mr Chaike 's advice (don’t say, “I 
wish you'd never been bom”) is mis- 
directed at parents who worry that they 
do not spend enough time with their 
children. That angst is real and the 
debate about “quahty time” with one’s 
children is a serious one, but it is a 
world away from the problems of chil- 
dren who are neglected or abused by 
their parents - some of whom say, and 
mean, that they wish their children had 
never been bom. 

A survey of teenagers finds that Paul 
Gascoigne, Grant Mitchell and Prince 


Charles are “Britain’s worst fathers”. 
The blurring of distinctions between 
fact and fiction (Grant is a character 
in EasiEnders, whereas Gazza and 
Chazza are notionally real people) is 
diverting, although the message is 
clean they do not spend enough time 
with their children. One of Gazza's 
crimes was to have gone on a drink- 
ing spree while bis wife gave birth to 
their son. 

But the important difference is 
between children who have a loving 
relationship with their parents, but 
want to see more of them, and those 
who feel abandoned and want their 


DC! Ui. iaeiuia — , 

each other, creating a so-callea 
“underclass” of moral and physical 
deprivation. 

A government cannot legislate 

■ . i i ^ fomilv hwak- 


What price rain 
on our parade? 


A government cannot legislate sun is shining. England « win- 

against bad parenting, or fanuly break- Tin . tbaJJ performing [ with 

down, but provided it is not distracted X ning ■ . on ^ cricket field, 

by the punitive simplicities which die- unacna ^ j^sheaven and aU is right 

tated Conservative policy it can act to Tony® JJorfo Euphoria ail round. One 
break some of the cycles of despair, wi th ithe a P Qne which invented 

The issue of childcare and nursery "**2" goodness sake) feels 
schooling has been caught up in the these spo popular myth is 

middle-class guilt trap, because some " 0 |, t L 1966 elec- 

have argued that children need more that voters felt eood about# 

time with their parents (who need to ^onbecau^ vo.era . 

work shorter hours) rather than bemg . ^ f ^ re England won 

shunted into the care of more strangers, he won teckcm oam & 

These are irrelevant arguments when the cup. ° ™ 1 of 

itcomes to breaking the cycle ofdepri- Butn^inru^. And 

vation among lone-parent families on sporting p 
problem estates; these children need to was that a spot ot rain . 


few people to feed their greed to 
the detriment of many others. Tit 


Sir; All praise to the Liverpool 
women campaigning to ban arms 
exports to Indonesia because of the 
use of these arms against the 
people of East Timor (“Mr Cook, 
we are up in arms”). 

We should remember that 
Indonesia has been holding the 
Western end of New Guinea, so- 
called “Irian Jaya”. since the Sixties. 
The only rationale for handing it 
over to Indonesia was that country's 
status as successor to the Dutch East 
Indies. The New Guinea people are 
quite unlike Indonesians. 

Since then Indonesia has 
colonised the country, moving in 
thousands of Javanese settlers, and 
terrorised the people. A friend 
staying in a village in the south of 
“Irian Jaya" some years ago reports 
having seen a human hand floating 
by on the river. Her host was 
unsurprised, as such sights, he said, 
were a common result of 
Indonesian activities. 


East Timor is enough reason for 
eping arms out of their hands. 


keeping arms out of their hands, 
but not the onlv reason. 

PHILIP SCOTT 
Royston, HertfonUisire 


Sir: In the interest of public 
information isn't it time the BBC or 
Channel 4 commissioned a new fly- 
on-the-wall documentary series 
about the fat cats at Camelot and 
the former public utilities. Once we 
see how hard these people work 
and whaL rare s kills and talents they 
possess we will understand why they 
award themselves bonuses which, 
for many of us, exceed the total 
income from our working lives. 
MELVYN RUST 
St Albans, Hertfordshire 


Consultants do 

inform patients 


Sir; As a near contemporary of Dr 
Phil Hammond (article, 3 May), I 
suspect that his illustrations of the 
problems of informed consent for 
medical procedures are derived 
from memories of his time as a 
junior house surgeon. It used to be 
standard practice to delegate pre- 
operative counselling to the most 
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Business must 
face a new 
ethical world 


Sir. Your Business Comment (6 
June) displays the 1980s “market 
forces" view of business which is 
unfortunately still prevalent in the 
City but hardly anywhere else. 

We will not have an ethical 
foreign policy (“Mr Cook, we are up 
in arms”, 6 June) or ethical home 
policy while we still have such 
unethical corporate governance and 
leadership.'The primary purpose of 
a business is to meet public needs, 
not to “create wealth” for directors 
or shareholders. Try telling a bank 
manager that you are starting up to 
create wealth- he will look askance 
and ask you how. 

Over recent years businesses 
have realised the importance of 
meeting customers' needs, but 
many, especially in the City, are 
slow in waking up to the popular 
public demand for wider social 
responsibility, which New Labour's 
roaring success symbolises. 

It is no longer acceptable for a 


the detriment of many others. That 
is why chain letters are illegal and 
that is what is wrong with privatised 
(monopoly) utilities. Even the US 
has better business ethics 
legislation than we have. 

GORDON GLASS 
Director, 2020 Vision Ltd 
Bath 



inexperienced member of the team, 
often with much bluffing. 

Much has changed since then. 
Patient expectations are now much 
higher, sometimes unrealistically 
so. Publicity over medical mishaps 
is important in a free society, but 
often contributes extra worry to 
patients, even though the scale of 
media interest reflects how rarely 
such mishaps occur. Rapid 
technological advances now bring 
very complex procedures into 
routine clinical practice, placing a 
greater burden of explanation on 
medical staff. 

There has been a move towards a 
consultant-based, rather than 
consultant-led service, and 
“informing" and “consenting" now 
rest rightly with senior staff. For 
elective surgery, signature on an 
NHS standard form of consent 
does not constitute informed 
consent, and is a simply a record of 
agreement to proceed. Each 
patient must be informed to their 
own level of satisfaction. This 
process should begin with the 
patient’s GP and the pre-operative 
visit to the consultant’s clinic. In ray 1 
own hospital, the form is usually 
signed in a pre-admission clinic a 
week before the operation, which 
provides a further opportunity for 
patients to meet and question both 
the doctors and nurses who will be 
providing most of the patient's 
care. 

As regards the availability of 
audit results. Dr Phil wfl] be aware 
that surgeons were the first group 
of clinicians to voluntarily audit 
their practice, and it is now 
compulsory across hospital 
specialties. An advantage of the 
current NHS referral system is that 
even if surgeons do not find out 
"how their hernias do” - as we can 
no longer afford follow-up out- 


patient appointments following 
simple procedures - GPS do. and 
rapidly develop a sense of who 
performs well or otherwise. Thus 
consultants do receive regular 
feedback - either directly, or 
through lower referral rates. Audit 
results are increasingly available in 
medical literature and on 
institutional Internet Web sites 
such as our own. 

One thing has not changed since 
Dr Phil’s last direct contact with the 
surgical world. Most NHS 
consultant surgeons across the 
nation are still allocated a measly 
10 minutes for their new patient 
consultations. Hopefully this 
problem has already been 
earmarked for urgent reform. 
MKELARVIN 

Consultant Surgeon and Hunterian 
Professor of Surgery 
Leeds Institute for Minimally 
Invasive Therapy 
Leeds General infirmary 


The benefit 
families need 


Sin Frances Savin (letter, 6 June) is 
right in suggesting that the 
minimum wage cannot be expected 
to cover the cost of a family. In the 
1972-73 select committee on tax- 
credit the argument for a system of 
comprehensive support for 
children which I put forward 
(together with Professor Kaldor 
and Professor Abel-Smilh) was 
dismissed on the grounds that it 
had wide implications for the wage- 
structure of the country. In our 


two-income family society this 
argument must be taken seriously 
if equal pay is to be a reality. 

We should not however try to go 
back to a breadwumer/fuU-time 
i mother society. We need to have a 
special Family Responsibility 
1 Benefit for families with a child 
under school age. Young children 
require considerable attention 
which makes it impossible for both 
parents to make a normal 
contribution to family income. 
Either one parent (usually the 
mother) is restricted in her ability 
to earn if she provides this, 
personally, or the couple have 
considerable expense in providing 
substitute care. 

It is essential that the family 
should be free to choose how this 
care is provided. The present 
system of support produces a 
poverty trap and is administratively 
expensive. Only a special benefit 
can provide the necessary’ 
flexibility. The form of care will 
vary according to the age and needs 
of the child and the earning 
opportunities available to both 
parents. 

MARY TYLER 
London NWH 


Twenty years ago Emma and 
Simon would have stood a fair 
chance to remain in the village of 
their ancestors. When will the new 
government initiate a policy of 
rural housing and housing trusts so 
that Emma and Simon can remain 
in their village? The land is here, 
what we want is the money. Please, 
Mr Blair, “there is no room in the 
inn" yet. 

The Rev PAUL JENKINS 
Singleton, West Sussex 


Tide running 
against salmon 


Sir Earlier this year I presided at 
the marriage of Emma and Simon. 
Today they inform me that she is 
pregnant and still living with her 
mother. They hope to live in the 
village in which her grandfather 
was the carpenter. The reason they 
cannot find their own home for 
their child to be bom in is because 
the council houses have been sold 
off. 


Sir: Your special report on Britain's 
disappearing wildlife (6 June) fails 
to mention one of our most 
threatened species, the North 
Atlantic salmon ( Salmosalar ). 

Already classified as endangered 
by the European Commission and 
oil the ICES list, this magnificent 
creature is in rapid decline 
throughout these islands. 

The Hampshire Avon counts in 
scores a salmon run once measured 
in thousands. The Stour in Dorset 
supports only a tiny remnant stock, 
while the Test and lichen are host 
only to returning artificially reared 
stock. The authorities acknowledge 
that these populations have passed 
the point where they are able to 
sustain themselves without 


Irish famine 
and disease 


intervention. 

Add to the many hazards that 
have caused this near demise, the 
threat of infection by a lethal 
parasite called Gyrodactyius salaris 
that has rampaged from the Baltic. 
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The secret of 
Houdini Harold 


Sir Thank you for the parallels 
between Tony Blair and Harold 
Wilson ("The cautionary tale of 
Labour's last moderniser". 4 June W- 
There are others. If Harold Wilson 
boxed himself in with an 
overvalued exchange rate, Tony 
Blair has boxed himself in by 
yielding up both of government's 
main levers on the economy’; 
interest rates to the Bank of 
England; and taxation to his 
promises to our much more 
materialistic electorate. 

Houdini Harold escaped and. at 
the end of six years, the trade 
deficit of £376m had been turned 
into a surplus of £S7 1 m. the 
manufacturing investment needed 
to sustain it had increased by 44 per 
cent to a level only a little less than 
it is now and unemployment was 
only a shade over Haifa million - 
and all that without open access to 
the EC. 

; In those days we were much g. 

; clearer about the object of the 
j exercise, which was to shift of 
! resources into industrial 
investment, in order to give us the 
trade surplus on which we 
depended (and still do) for 
domestic expansion and full 
employment. Without that clarity 
i if practical purpose I do not see 
how Tony can do the same trick. 

Sir FRED CATHERWOOD. 

Btildiam, 

Cambridgedtirc 


Mandarins 
paid in gongs 


through Scandinavia inn* France. 
Germany and Spain, and snnie 

might think the cause h« ijvless. 

Salmon lack cuddle appeal. Thev 
are wet and rarely visible. They are 
nevertheless magnificent creatures 
with a remarkable life cycle the loss 
of which, to our British wa tens, 
would he as tragic as the loss ol the 
tiger to India. 

BRIAN MARSHALL 
CJiauman, Heuci Salmon 
Association 
Linton, 

Cambridgeshire 


Sin Professor Byron's views ( letter. 
7 June) on mortality in the Irish 
famine of the 1840s are completely 
wrong. 

There is no greater proximate 
factor in susceptibility to infectious 
disease than nutritional status. Thus, 
in relapsing fever, his example, 
mortality increases by 1 2-fold, ceteris 
paribus, m a situation of famine [The 
Cambridge World History of Hitman 
Disease, ed K. Kiplc, Cambridge 
University Press, 1993). 

Byron avers that action by health 
workers during the famine was 
futile because the disease vector 
had not been discovered. I draw his 
attention to the Austrian cordons 
sanitairvs or the 18th century, which 
prevented the incursion of the third 
plague cycle into Europe. Closer to 
home. look no further than ihe 
famous Broad Street pump in 
London, which John Snow had 
removed in 1 853 t< i halt a cholera 
epidemic - years before the 
cholera bacillus was identified 
DrNANU GRf-WAL 
Oriel College. Oxford 


Sir: My confidence in your integrity 
has been shaken by the bland 
statement in your leading article of 
5 Jlinc 'tou "Whitehall staff are 
re «im irjablv paid" and consequently 
mh 'uld n ‘ * l expect to be in a group 
which receives honours for its top , 
lew chid* ;in ;i sort i>| 
compensation for poor 
remuneration. 

Since 1 9 /'I when public service 
became unfashionable, the Civil 

service has been the subject of 
severe pay restraint and staff 
cutbacks. 

; . I have fi -ur sons, all bom 
between^ 5 and 1965. Three are 
m the private sector (railways, 
building and advertising), the 
, fourth, who is academically the 
Oxf t? ! n,r *<tass degree from 
WKii s n S t „ scm, ,r civil servant in 
are n»M. ' My ? rivale ^torboys 
>' ' lo fl,ur bmes as much 

would Vh' " L '™ am and ^ DO 

auronvli , m ! ans lelusdo away with 
I, h r r h r no - r1, bm m lh ' e ^ 
iustifv or 1 Sei ^ 1C€ P ,ease do not 
M-'if iW? ° n lh * i founds that the * 
'pi I . n ri!asona bly paid . ^ 

PAL L H.\R RAC LOUGH 
Seajnrd, 
bust Sussex 


German worm 

? ir: Tor, y Shelboume (Letters. 3 

June ) offers “earworm" as the mm 
h''- a lune ,hal 'odges Sthe 

Nordol.buuhat person 

presumably spoke GcrmaS well 
enough lo know the word ' 

OhnnimT and English not wed 
enough io know that its proper 
translation is “earwig". Cofc 
German Dictionary gives "Der 

rESTCLroS yealcbyrecwd "- 

Flitnick. 
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Labour is 
in chains 

to Tory 

rhetoric 

v Andrew Rutherford 

says Jack Straw must 
cut prison numbers, on 

land and at sea 

IsScrttSnstK 

; g ssarsaart 

HM Prison Weare. the New York 
: pnson vessel now moored in the wJv 
“outh naval dockyard. - 

w?J e , e ?^ on tainer ship is a hulk. 
Michael Howard’s legacy and symbol 

• ? f Iu iy ,£ ena! R° I,C y- ^boufs question 

• . L° keep iL Does « remain 

' ?t^mth?T^ P ^ S L aeendai,, ' nhtfr - 
, "*5°“ the Jones (which it helped to 

SSfi° r fc^? ca1 ? 1 refleciion - change 

• tel Earhr indicaoons are ambiguous. 

dnS ke i* 1 ^ r , Slra ? vr,s “ zero tolerance" 
siogWL It is already m danger of becom- 

g _! * L Abour coumeipan to “prison 
works . Draconian police powers and 
a heavy reliance upon imprisonment 
are no substitutes for carefully address- 
ing anti-soda] and offending behaviour 
over the long term. 

Yet a promising aspect of the new 
Government's policy is involving local 
authorities by imposing a statutory 
duty on them to develop crime pre- 
vention strategies, which necessarily 
will take time to come on stream. 
Some things can, however, be done at 
once; for example, building up leisure 
facilities for young people. That sort of 
move would receive wide public sup- 
port and the clamour for curfews and 
similar restrictions might subside, 
k Setting the tone on crime is every bit 
" important as legislation. Jack Straw 
is going to have to do something in the 
face of the record number - more than 
60,850 - currently held in the prison 
system. The prison population has 
gone up by a third in the last five years. 
Furthermore, recent Home Office pro- 
jections may have underestimated the 
level of underlying growth. 

It is a grave situation, but whatever 
the Home Secretary says, his body lan- 
guage is read attentively by judges and 
magistrates. He must attempt to 
change the sentencing “mood” by 
encouraging courts to think of other, 
more constructive penalties. Some of 
his predecessors (most notably Roy 
Jenkins, William Wbitelaw and Dou- 
glas Hurd) eschewed a passive stance 
on prison numbers. Mr Straw will need 
to sort out his own position and the 
rhetoric he deploys before agreeing to 
a yet further expansion of jails on land 
> or at sea. 

Closely connected is the question of 
whether he should bring into force the 
main provisions of the Conservatives' 
Crime (Sentences) Act, which would 
have the effect of pushing up prison 
numbers. Mr Straw has said he hopes 
to meet the original implementation - 
target dates, but that be is also aware 
of die projected increases in prison pop- 
ulation. He is going to have to revisit 
sentencing, putting an end to manda- 
tory prison terms, and with them, the 
worst of the American experience. 

The explosion in the use of penal cus- 
tody is just one area where Labour must 
be warv of repeating the failure of Pres- 
ident ’Clinton's "tough but smart 
stance on crime. While vast sums are 
being appropriated to construct addi- 
tional prisons and jails, crime preven- 
tion programmes have suffered. 

Over the past five years. Labour has 
taken a mostly instrumental view of the 
criminal law. Criminal justice and penal 
policy are regarded simply as being part 
of the armoury for combating offend- 
ers, as if they did not reach to the core 
of how a society defines itself and to 
whom it affords the protections and 
opportunities of citizenship- Aspujj- 
tions for an inclusive society will 
inevitably sour as the parapheraaha of 
incarceration increasingly litter both 
landscape and seashore. 

The author is chairman of the Howard 
League for Penal Reform. 
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the commentators 

So much for 
railing against 
privatisation 

W hen I was a young 

boy, growing up in 
the borders of North 


T ony Blair has just announced that he 
is to purchase a fleet of 232 magnifi- 
cent Rolls-Royces for his government. 
Each one of them is so state-of-the-art 
that they cost more than £60m. “What 
does the Government need them for?” you might 
ask. But no one is asking. The extraordinary thing 
is that such a question just isn't on the agenda. 
Oddly enough, there are no rambles of protest 
at this extravagance - not a whisper, not even from 
the Treasury. These dream machines are justified 
on the grounds that building them will provide 
thousands of jobs. The Rolls-Royces have been 
redefined as a job-creation scheme, no problem. 

Alas, these Rolls-Royces are no figment of the 
imagination. The EJ200 Rolls-Royce engines are 
to be fitted inside the Eurofighter, a flying 
machine of an exquisite sophistication Squadron 
Leader Biggies could only dream of. *1btaUy 
carefree handling,” according to its makers. The 
cockpit computer has a woman's voice which rises 
to an urgent timbre when the blip of an enemy 
appears on her radar. The weapons are voice- 
operated and the pilot .has only to look at his 
enemy to shoot him down. It needs only the tini- 
est finger movement on the joystick. Oh bliss! 

The Prime Minister and the Defence Secretaiy, 
George Robertson, last week were pressing the 
Germans to put up theii share of the pocket 
money for this ultimate toy. The Germans have 
been dragging their heels since the prototypes 
flew last September at the Famborough Air 
Show. The Germans, so much richer and bigger 
than us, are only buying 185 to our proud 232, 
and yet even they find paying out the money a 
bit difficult. 

Last week, BBC radio news set the tone of 
reporting on this issue: “The Government has 
become alarmed at continual delays by Germany 
in approving its share of funding for production 
of the multi-national aircraft. Thousands of 
British jobs depend on the project." No quizzi- 
cal voice was heard - how many jobs? At a total 
cost of £15bn. the planes would create, accord- 
ing to the Ministry of Defence, some 14,000 jobs. 
Thai works out at nearly £l.lm per job - the 
most profligate job-creation scheme ever 

devised. . . , ., .. 

Alarm bells should ring eveiywhere if this 
disingenuous appeal to the plane’s job-creating 
potential is the best headline the Government can 
produce to sell it to the nation. Compare the 
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What defence toys 
really cost us 


by Polly Toynbee 

Eurofighter's cost per job with the Government’s 
welfare-to-work plans: the 250,000 young unem- 
ployed will cost £3bn to gel into work, which is 
£12,000 per job. If the Eurofighter money was 
spent on welfare-to-work, 1.25 million new jobs 
could be created. 

The Government announced its promised 
defence review within days of coming into office. 
It is to be wide-ranging and free- thinking, we were 
told. It will ask fundamental, even existential ques- 
tions. Who are we? What is our role in the world? 
What do we want to be? What can we afford to 
be? Now the Cold War is over, what are we 
defending against whom? They need urgent 
answers. So why is the Government hastening to 
confirm its commitment to Eurofighter before 
deriding what it is for? 

The plane has had a chequered history. It was 
designed as a fighter in the late 1970s in the days 
of East-West permafrost But after the Will 
came down, we didn't need a fighter anymore. 
Who were we likely to meet in the skies for whizzo 
Red Baron dogfights? (There was no aerial com- 
bat in the Gulf war or Bosnia). The design for the 
wings was then strengthened to take a greater pay- 
load so that the plane could double up as a 
bomber. On averse, eight of them will crash a 
year in training, wasting £4S0m a year. 

There are far cheaper planes to be bought off 
the shelf. Okay, so it would not put us in the Top 
Gun league - we’d be driving Mondeos, not Rolls- 
Royces. A shame, maybe. But what are these wars 
we plan to fight all on our own? And don't be 
bamboozled by talk of the Eurofighter keeping 
us in the hi-tech business. These days, the key hi- 
tech developments happen in the electronics 
industry ana spin into’ the defence industry, not 
the other way round. 

No, the real reason for our phenomenally high 
defence expenditure is to compete with the other 
boys. Forget enemies; the. arms race now is with 
our friends - the French and the Americans. If we 
want to stay in their gang and “punch above our 
weight”, we have to show that our conkers and 
knuckle-dusters are just as good as theirs. Other- 
wise, we would lose our seat on the UN Security 
Council. Now that seat may be nice to have, but 
what is it worth to us in hard cash? To keep it, 
Britain spends twice the European average on 


Is it time to unban the ivory trade? 
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Nature and Lhe Department of Lhe Environ- 
ment supported controlled trade, especially if 
profits could be tied to community support in 
areas where elephants cause damage to farms 
and farmers. 

Among the hot topics in Harare is where 
ought conservation to end and wildlife utilisa- 
tion begin. The efficiency and effectiveness of 
the respective governments is also an issue. In 
some places poaching has increased since Lhe 
ban, especially where policing has slipped 
because of budgetary constraints. There may be 
irritation as Zimbabwe muddies its good con- 
servation case for a resumption of trade by 
being cavalier in its control of ivory use. 

It is probably fair to say that hard evidence 
is Lacking about the effects of the ban, for bet- 
ter or worse. Tbny Fitzjohn. of the George 
Adamson Wildlife Preservation Trust, helps run 
a wildlife reserve in Tanzania, and is dose to 
the government, which opposes the resumption 
of trade. 

Stressing the value of live elephants to the 
tourism trade, he says, “I know the world is run 
by trade, not by bunny-huggers. But we’re ask- 
ing for a breather at least until we've got decent 
elephant populations and sophisticated controls 
in place. 

Richard D North 


defence - 3.1 per cent of GNP. Germany spends 
1.7 per cent. 

We are buying hardware like shopaholics in 
Harrods - 386 new Challenger tanks and 64 
EH 101 battle helicopters. At £22bn a year, we 
could halve the amount we spend and still put 
our fair share into European defence and peace- 
keeping duties. This isn’t old pacifism, bat new 
realism. 

It is doubtful that the British public has any idea 
what sacrifices they make for our defence status. 
After all, there are no politicians to make the case. 
The deafening silence that greeted George 
Robertson’s support for Eurofighter last week was 
eerie. Is this the new politics or the dawn of the 
Pnzvda mentality? Did no one on the Labour back- 
benches wriggle with discomfort as they thought 
of the desolate housing estates back home, or some 
of their blighted schools and hospitals? 

This is what the public does not know. If we 
halved our defence spending and saved £llbn every 
year, that is a huge sum. According to the Insti- 
tute for Fiscal Studies, it could increase education 
spending by 30 per cent - we could reduce class 
sizes to 20, obliterate illiteracy and transform 
prospects for children. It would add another 25 per 
cent to NHS spending - the equivalent of 10 years 
of annual growth in one go. These are the two areas 
that wflJ suffer huge cuts in the next two years under 
current Thsasuiy plans, so the people ought to know 
what defence is costing them. 

Or we could double the transport budget - 
swap the Rolls-Royces for deluxe public trans- 
port. We could increase the decimated capital 
expenditure budget by 60 per cent, restoring all 
the dereliction of the past 18 years. Or up the 
basic pension by a quarter. Think what could be 
done to get no-bope families on their feet and 
attack the roots of crime. 

There are reasonable arguments in favour of 
our high defence status, but punching above our 
weight means paying beyond our means. Politi- 
cians have conspired to hide the true extent of that 
cost. Given the choice, would most people choose 
our UN seat or good schools, hospitals andpub- " 
lie transport? It may be too late to stop the Euro- 
fighter, but the defence budget could still be 
slashed and redistributed without leaving us any 
more defenceless than the rest of our European 
allies. But where are the strong pro-Blair voices 
to make the case? They need to come not from 
the old disarm ers, but the new economists. 


f T the borders of North 

Wales and Cheshire, the 
village railway station was 
called Gresford. and there I 
used to spend many hours 
taking engine numbers and 
watching trains shuffle back 
and forth, taking coal from 
Gresford Colliery and 
passengers to Wrexham. 
Occasionally, bigger fry would 
pass through. Trains going as 
fax as Wolverhampton. Trains 
narked “Pines Express" and 
going to somewhere called 
Bournemouth, though how 
they got re-routed on to our 
line 1 could never quite sec. 
Bluebells came every spring in 
the woods and lady’s smock 
grew round the River AJyn. 

Happy days. When I left 
home and moved to London, 
my local railway station was 
Paddington, which had a 
better choice of trains but 
wasn't nearly so glamorous 
and bad no burbling brook. 
After 25 years, I moved out of 
London, and now my local 
station is very much like 
Gresford used lo be. Gresford 
has been closed, 1 believe, but 
Freshford, near Bradford-on- 
Avon, is still very much open. 
Freshford is that rare thing 
among stations - a request 

S (my friends seldom 
we me when I tell them 
this), and you have to stick out 
your hand to make a train 
stop, or, if you are on the train 
and want to get off alert the 
guard in good time. 

Not every train stops at 
Freshford, of course. On 
Sundays, we quite often get 
re-routed Inter-City trains 
purring through. A friend of 
mine once put out his hand 
for one of these trains, 
thinking it was the local 
stopper. The driver thought so 
too, for a moment, and 
screeched to a halt just 
beyond the platform, 
whereupon the guard put his 
head out of the window and 
shouted “We don’t stop here!” 
before the train moved on. 

Freshford has the same sort 
of valley setting that Gresford 
had. They have recently put in 
a new pedestrian bridge, 
which argues that they are 
planning to keep the station 
open. But the most 
extraordinary thing 1 have 
seen in the station recently - 
last week, in fact - was a train 
whose destination was stated 
on the front as “Lime Street". 

This was ridiculous. Lime 
Street is in Liverpool Most 
trams expire when they get lo 
Bristol and never go further 
than Cardiff. I got on the 
train (I was going to 
Newport) and sat down, only 
to hear the announcement: 
"This is the Ifojrtsmouth 



Miles 

Kington 

service to Liverpool and 
Cardiff. The train wDl divide 
at Newport, where one half 
will go on to Cardiff and 
Cwmbran, while the other 
half w ill go to Liverpool Lime 
Street, calling at ..." 

There followed a litany of 
glorious border names such as 
Hereford. Ludlow, Church 
Si ret ion and Shrewsbury, 
followed by Crewe, Runcorn 
and Liverpool I couldn't 
believe my ears. A train from 
Freshford. on ihc edge of 
Somerset, going direct lo 
Liverpool - and going the 
scenic way. as well! 

There was a man silting 
opposite me. toying with a 
laptop. Across from him sal a 
blonde woman reading The 
Hungry Tide by \hlerie Wood 
( the title of the book is not 
significant - 1 just put h in as 
colourful detail and to show 
how uselessly observant I am). 

"How far are you going?" 
he asked her. 

“Liverpool." she said, 
suspiciously. 

“Great!” he said. “The 
reason I asked is that I'm one 
of the managers of the 
company, and we've just 
introduced this service as one 
of a new series of through- 
trains we are going to have. 1 
mean, we shall never get 
people out of their cars and 
back on trains if we don't give 
them the through-services 
they need, right?" 

It was uncannily like 
watching a TV commercial. 
Bright, shiny railway man 
tallong about new trains to 
blonde reading romantic 
novel, which she abandons, 
saying; “New through- 
services? Hey, tell me more, 
handsome!" 

She didn't say it, this being 
real life, so I took up the 
conversation instead, and he 
talked with such shining faith 
in the expansion of railway 
services that 1 have started to 
wonder since if privatisation 
may not have its good side. 

After all, I suppose 
Gresford would never have 
been there in the first place if 
it hadn't been for private 
enterprise. 


RISING 
DAMP ? 

TACKLE IT W ITH WALLGUARD 


A SYSTEM IN PRACTICE FOR OVER 60 YEARS 

The Wall guard ceramic tube system of damp 
proofing has been in use in ancient and famous 
buildings for many years. A prime example is 
Westminster Abbey in which the system was 
first fitted in 1932 — and was recently 
added to by Wallguard. 


No internal piaster disturbed 

Suitable for any type of wall finish 

Vcnr plan? available in white or 
brown to match wall 

Ceramic tubes tailor madf to fit any 
thickness of wall 


Yon can have the Wallguani system installed in your home 
to combat rising damp or replace a conventional damp proof 
course that has failed. 

Since Wallguard is normally fitted from the outside, internal wall 
surfaces and decorations need nor be disturbed — unless they are 
already badly affected. Brick, Stone, Granite etc . ^ 
Whatever thickness of wall we can do it. 
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Local Anlharltr & Bttilttinf' Society 
Appro nd 


NO MAINTENANCE NO MESS NO FUSS 

Also ask about our condensation and mould control service. 

WALLGUARD 


YOU’RE HOME AND DRY 


For further details or to arrange for a survey 

PHONE US FREE ON 0800 508608 


NO DEPOSIT FINANCE - DETAILS ON REQUEST 


in die coupon — no postage required to: Waflguard Manchester Mid 8HB. 


□ My chemical injection has failed □ No existing damp proof course 

□ Conventional damp proof conne has failed □ Condensation Control 

□ I would tike to etinmunx damp once and for all 


Telephone Addn-« 


fostcotfe 

Send to: WALLGUARD, FREEPOST MR 8787, MANCHESTER Mid BHB. 
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John 


Rawlins 


The 1940s are considered the 
Golden Age of the “B" movie, 
those quickly shot, low-budget 
films which played the bottom 
half of the programme but de- 
veloped a style and reputation 
all their own. Hie director John 
Rawlins was a prime exponent 
of that style, being a master of 
swift exposition and fast action. 
His no-nonsense approach 
also made him a fine serial 
director, and when given the 
chance of a top-budget adven- 
ture film he gave his studio one 
of its biggest bits in Arabian 
Nights, the film which estab- 
lished the exotic beauty (and 
now cult figure) Maria Montez 
as a star. 

Bom in Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia, in 1 902, Rawlins entered 
films during the silent era as a 
stuntman and bit player in ac- 
tion films and serials. With the 
coming of sound, he wrote gage 
for screen comedies, then was 
signed by Columbia as an edi- 
tor. In 1933 he made his di- 
recting debut with two shorts, 
■Sgw Please and They’re Off!, but 
he did not direct his first feature 
until 1938, when put under 
contract by Universal State Po- 
lice, a lively thriller set in a min- 
ing town, instantly established 
his forte - quickly made, in ex- 
pensive “B* movies of around 
60 minutes' running time, dis- 
tinguished by fast pacing and 
non-stop action. 

Air Devils (1938), about two 
ex-Marin es who became flying 
policeman, was in similar vein, 
and The Missing Guest (1938) 
proved him adept at a haunted- 
house thriller replete with slid- 
ing panels, secret passages and 
self-playing pianos. 

Serials were still a staple 
part of screen fare, and Uni- 
versal teamed Rawlins with the 
prolific serial director Ford 
Beebe on The Green Hornet 
Strikes Again (1940, with War- 
ren Hull as the masked avenger 
delivering justice to a gang in- 
filtrating city industries) , Junior 
G-Men (1940), Sea Raiders 
0941) and Overland Mail 
(1942), starring Lon Chaney Jnr 
as its cowboy hero. Junior G- 
Men and Sea Raiders both 
starred the Dead End Kids led 
by Billy Halop and Huntz HaU 
- in the former the boys join 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

THOMPSON / GILLIE: To Jan 
Thompson and Oliver Gillie, a son. 
Studio Douglas Gillie, on 19 April 
1997, a brother Tor Calder. 


DEATHS 


TURNER: Ten?, died peacefully on 5 
June 1997. aged 64. Much-loved hus- 
band of Susie, father of Frances. Char- 
lotte and Penny and grandfather of 
Anna and Emily. Funeral service at 


islip. 1 lam. on Friday 13 


IN MEMORIAM 


WERNHER: Lady Theodora Anna 
Wrrnher (nec Romanov), born 1901 
Pfemograd. Russia, dkd Northampton 
1974. Innocent victim of evfl. Hbt 


daughter, Alexandra. 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial services, Wed- 
ding anniversaries. In Memoriam) 
should be seat in writing to the 
Gazette Editor^ The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wbart Lon- 
don E14 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-boor answering machine 
0171-293 20121 or fined to 0171-293 
2010, and are charged at £&50 a tine 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements (notices, functions. 
Forthc omi ng m arriages. Marriages) 
most be submitted In writing (or 
Eased) and are charged at £10 a line, 
VAT extra. Please include a daytime 
telephone number. 


forces with the FBI to capture 
a bunch of aspiring dictators 
awed the Order of the Flam- 
tug Torch while in Sea Raiders 


they pursue a mysterious trai- 
tor who has been sinking Allied 


tor who has been sinking Allied 
ships. 

The Leather Pushers (1940) 
was the first of five popular 
thrillers Rawlins directed fea- 
turing the team of Richard 
Arlen and Andy Devine as 
trouble-shooters, and Six 
Lessons from Madame La Zon- 
8P (1941) a rare excursion into 
musical comedy (the title was 
that of a 1940 song hit popu- 
larised by Jimmy Dorsey and 
sung in the film by “Mexican 
Spitfire" Lupe Velez). 

Universal then upgraded 
Rawlins to a more prestigious 
“B”, The Great Impersonation , 
a 70-minute spry drama starring 
Ralph Bellamy in the dual 
role of an Englishman and a 
German spy who impersonates 
him. The female lead was tak- 
en by the studio's prime “B- 
movie” heroine Evelyn Ankers, 
who told the writer Doug Mc- 
Clelland about the lack of 
preparation typical of such 
films. 

“I was called on to the set and 
Mr Bellamy was already there. 
He was one of my idols but I'd 
never met him. The director, 
who I had also never met, said, 
‘Hi, are yon ready to shoot?* I 
replied, “You must be Mr Rawl- 
ins.’ I was anxious to rehearse 
as I had to lean over and kiss 
Bellamy inavampy, Mata Hari 
Style. Suddenly I heard, ‘OK - 
action!’ There was deathly si- 
lence as Ralph and I sat look- 
ing at each other with our 
mouths open ... we hadn’t even 
been informed where the di- 
rector wanted to start and fin- 
ish the scene. 

“Mr Rawlins finally yelled 
'Cut!' and asked us what the 
problem was. I managed to 
stutter, ‘First, I would like to 
meet my leading man, as I have 
never kissed a man without be- 
ing introduced to him. Second, 
it would help us both if we knew 
where you wanted to start and 
end the scene 

Rawlins worked with Ankers 
again on his next film, Sherlock 
Holmes and die Voice of Terror 
(1942), the first of the series that 
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jon Hafl and Maria Montez In Rawflns’s lavish Arabian Nights (1942) 


Photograph: Kobal Collection 


the studio made with Basil 
Rathbone and Nigel Bruce as 
Holmes and Watson. Based on 


Doyle's story “His Last Bow", 
the undated tale had Holmes 


the updated tale had Holmes 
tracking down the Nazi perpe- 
trator of propagandist broad- 
casts - the film started 
production wth the grandiose 
working title Sherlock Homes 
Saxes London. 

After these two important 
"B" movies, the studio gave 
Rawlins his biggest projeci 
yet, their first film made in 3- 
strip Technicolor, Arabian 
Nights. Lavishly produced by 
Whiter Winger using top crafts- 
men, it was gorgeously pho- 
tographed by Milton Kiasner, 
opulently set and costumed 
( the vivid camerawork dazzling 
the eye with golden sands, 
ultra-blue skies and the shim- 
mering silks worn by Montez, 
the heroine, and the palace 
handmaidens), and vigorously 
directed with an emphasis 


on non-stop excitement by 
Rawlins. 

A tremendous success, it in- 
augurated a series of exotic 
adventures s tarring the team of 
Montez, Jon Hall, Sabu and 
Turhan Bey. Montez, dubbed 
“Queen of Technicolor”, said of 
herself at the time, “When I 
look at myself mArabian Nights, 
I am so beautiful I scream with 
joy!" 

(Montez became so obsessed 
with her appearance that her for 
tal heart attack in 1951 was at- 
tributed to the effects of the hot 
bath die was taking in an effort 
to slim.) 

Rawlins made another film 
with the same star team, Sudan 
(1945), but by then the formu- 
la was wearing thin, and even a 
change of locale to ancient 
Egypt and the director's trade- 
mark pacing could not prevent 
the result seeming tired. Be- 
tween the two Montez vehicles 
Rawlins made two war films. 


Geoff Pack 


Geoff Pack was one of the 
most influential figures in the 
world of yacht cruising. A 
larger-than-life character, phys- 
ically and intellectually, he 
worked for the magazine Yacht- 
ing Monthly in various capacities 
for 19 years (as editor from 1992 
until his death) yet also managed 
to fit in three transatlantic crus- 
es, the last with his wife and 
three children under five. 

He learned his sailing on 
the Sussex coast on his parents' 
Iroquois catamaran, and cut his 
own cruising teeth as a teenag- 
er, undertaking hair-raising pas- - 
sages in an elderly and heavy 
dinghy, camping overnight 
under a canvas awning. 

He first applied for a job on 
Yachting Monthly in 1978, aged 
19. but the then editor, Des 
Sleigh tholme, turned him down 
-“to my everlasting shame”. A 
second opportunity arose soon 
after and he joined as a trainee. 
No sooner was he on the 
strength than he was planning 
his first Atlantic crossing with 
his new wife, Lou Lou. They set 
out in 1980 in a frail -loo king 30ft 


Wbarram catamaran called For- 
eigner. A feature of the boat’s 
design was cross-beams lashed 
together with rope. In mid- 
Atlantic the ropes began to fail 
and the boat started to break un. 
Showing characteristic quick- 
thinking and inventiveness. 
Rack partially rebuilt the boat 
while under way and success- 
fully completed the voyage. 

Paced with the need to earn 
a living, he talked his way into 
a job as a charter skipper. He 
and Lou Lou became one of the 
most popular teams in the 
Caribbean and Geoff quickly 
rose to be the senior skipper at 
Stevens Yachts, the second- 
largest charter company in the 
Caribbean at the time, at the 
remarkably young age of 24. 

A year later, though, deter- 
mined to cruise the West Indies 
in his own boat, he returned to 
the UK to fit out a more suit- 
able yachL He chose the Rival 
34 Euge and set off for the sec- 
ond time in 1983. The voyage 
which followed became a clas- 
sic of its kind and Pack wrote 
the book Blue Water Countdown 


(1992. first published in 1988 as 
Ocean Cruising Countdown ), 
based on his ejqjeriences. It has 
become essential reading for all 
yachtsmen planning a fife as a 
water gypsy. 

During this time he had been 
contributing many freelance 
articles to Yachting Monthly and 
on his return in 1985 he was of- 
fered a job as the magazine's 
projects editor, later rising to be 
assistant editor. For five dis- 
tinguished years he wrote many 
influential articles and built up 
a unique network of contacts at 
borne and abroad. Among his 
major achievements was his 
successful campaign against 
marina over-charging. 

But the lure of the open 
oceans was too deeply in his 
blood to keep him shore-based 
for long. He began refitting a 
40ft Apache catamaran, to re- 
flea his cruising philosophy 
that technological simplicity 
and detailed planning are the 
best protections in deep waters. 
He had planned a circumnavi- 
gation over five years but got no 
further than Trinidad when a 


telephone call brought him 
back to Yachting Monthly in 
1992 as the magazine’s sixth ed- 
itor. He said the decision to re- 
turn was not an easy one but “it 
was an offer 1 simply could not 
turn down". 

He stamped his own per- 
sonality on the magazine, with 
an on-the-water practicality and 
authority. His editorials re- 
flected his deep insights into the 
world of the off-shore cruiser 
and also his sense of humour. 
One month he would fulminate 
against life raft service agents, 
the next he would recall prac- 
tising sailing manoeuvres 
while floating on his back in a 
local swimming pool - those 
who knew his physique will 
appreciate the image. 

Despite his reputation as a 
blue-water yachtsman and jour- 
nalist, Pack was equally happy 
pottering in small boats and 
dinghies with his children. In ad- 
dition totiskadee, his offshore 
cruising yachL he also owned a 
22ft weekender in which he had 
many undignified adventures in 
his home waters of the Solenu 


Birthdays 

Mr Tony Brinon, actor, 73; Mr Edgar 
Evans, tenor. S3; Mr Michael Fox, ac- 
tor, 36; Professor Geraint Gruffydd, 
former Director, University of WUes 
Centre for Advanced Welsh and 
Celtic Studies Centre, Aberystwyth, 
69; Mr Jeremy Hat die, chairman, 
W.H. Smith, 59; Sir BsrerHeatiy, far- 
mer chairman. Commonwealth 
Games Federation, 7); Mr Douglas 
Henderson MP, Minister for Europe, 
48; Mr Derek Hunt, chairman, MFI 
Furniture Group, 58; Sir Roger 
Hum, chairman. Smiths Industries, 
59; Miss Sheila Keith, actress, 77; Mr 
Peter Kilfoyie MP. Parliamentary 
Under -Secretary, Office of Public 
Services, 51; Sir Nicholas Lloyd, for- 
mer EdilOT, Daily Express, 55; Mr 
Robert McNamara, former US Sec- 
retary of Defense, 81; Mr Michael 
Mates MP, 63; General Sir Geoffrey 
Musson, farmer Adjutant-General, 
87; Mrs June O’Dell, director, Ayles- 
bury Vale Community Healthcare 
NHS Trust, 68; Mr Charles Saatchi, 
advertising executive, 54; Mr Peter 
Sanders, farmer chief executive, Com- 
mission for Racial Equality, 59; Sir 
Douglas Smith, former chairman, 
Acas, 65; Vice-Admiral Sir Patrick 
Symons, former Supreme Allied 
Commander Atlantic's Representative 
in Europe, 64; Mr David Trough ton, 
actor. 47; Mr Peter Wilson, cha irman 
and chief executive, Gallaber, 56. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Peter the Great, Tsar of 
Russia, 1672; George Stephenson, lo- 
comotive designer, 1781; Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson, physician, 1836; 
Walter Weedon Grossmith. comedi- 
an and author, 1853; Sir Henxy Hal- 
let! Dale, neurophysiologist, 1875; 
Cole Albert Harter, composer and 
lyricist, 1893. Deaths: Jan van Eyck, 
painter, buried 1441; Charles John 
Huffham Dickens, novelist 1S70; 
William Maxwell Ailken, Gist Baton 
Beaverbrook, newspaper proprietor, 
1964: Dame Sybil Thorndike, actress, 
1976. On this day; the first Book of 
Common Prayer was issued to all dio- 
ceses in the Chmch of England, 1549; 
the London Symphony Orchestra 
gave its Gist concert, 1904; the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Commons 
were broadcast live for the first 
lime, 1975. Today is the Feast Day of 
St Columba of Iona. St Ephraem, St 
Pelagia of Antioch, Saints Primus and 
Felirian, St Richard of Andria and 
St Vincent of Agen. 


The following notes of judg- 
ments were prepared by the re- 
porters of Ihe AU England Law 


Tax 

Henwood (Inspector of Taxes) v 
Clarke; Ch D (Ferris J) € May 1997. 
There was a 50 per cent uplift 
in the cash equivalent of the 
taxable benefit to an employ- 
ee where a car was made avail- 
able to him for private use, and 
not more than 2^00 “business 
miles" were driven in a tax year. 
The uplift applied to each car 
separately if the car was re- 
placed with a different one 
during the year, not to the to- 
tal number of business miles 
travelled. 

UmoUty Brennan (Inland Revenue So- 
Batorf for the Crown; the taxpayer did 
not appear. 


Lectures 

National GoOeiy: Angelica Goodden, 
“ Elizabeth Louise VjgiteLeBnm and 
England", 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum; Susan 
Barron, “Labyrinth of Time: Susan 
Barron's 11-volume book". 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tit Dvhr of Edkdranpk PSlran. Amanita tor 
Sckxxx Education. a rrqytion far Yoom; 


[fc, MelnDc Noner?, Lamnde. Midlothian, as 
Pairan. Cnbem. Advice Scotland, vfcte DaDwIlh 
and Dtunct Clttrens Adncc B ureau . Da&dtlL 
Midlothian, 


EuticneiKun * St Jamcs'i Pabcn The Prince 
rfWalB. Duir of Cornwall vfcih* ihe Rorsl Nn- 
liunal Likhoai Inwinnlun u Rod. ConntsILTbe 
Bike rf Wrk open (Ik m Eunman bod- 
Quarter* of LSI Logic Lamed ai Grcanronl 


Changing of foe Guard 


. ,m*e, Bracknell. Berkshire The Princcn Kcj- 
a! open the new canpn nt Najncr Unncnty, B. 


Tbc Home bo Id Catralrv Mourned Repmcnt 
bohou ihc Ooceo Life dtonl at Bone Gnarda, 
Mom: in Battalion The Rc^al Rrgminff of 
VBdo mounts the Queai'tOiaM.m lUrH n e tnr i 
Mode. llJona. band provided by the Scuta 
Guard*. 


rntnjrpti, ai PicndcnL Scrwtrab Oumhen of 
Commerce, micmfc the Fort Anmaol Conference 
m The Exdunpe. Edinburgh; vtal'- tVMnr and 


Watt on rtaspertor oTTxxesJ v Tippett; 
CA (Simon Bran U. Peter Gibson U 
Sir lain GUdmcU) 22 May 1997. . 

Rollover relief for replace- 
ment of business assets under 
s 115 of the Capital Gains Tax 
Act 1979 was churned in respect 
of a gain realised on the dis- 
posal of part of a single busi- 
ness asset (the old asset) and 
the apportioned cost of the 
retained part of the asset (the 
new asset). Although it was 
not necessary that the sale of 
the old asset should precede the 
acquisition of the new asset, 
the relief would not apply if 
the old asset and the new as- 


d>l 


We to Never Been Licked (1943), 
in which a military school stu- 
dent professes sympathy for 
the Japanese, in order to infil- 
trate their ranks, and Ladies 
Courageous (1944), a tribute to 
the women who ferried war 
planes for the US air force, star- 
ring Loretta Young, Hampered 
by a doll, soap-opera script, 
Rawlins's direction lacked its 
customary vigour, and after the 
failure of Sudan he was returned 
to “B" movies and in 1947 
decided to freelance. 

At RKO, he directed the fi- 
nal two films in a four -film 
“Dick Tracy" series, Rawlins's 
earlier background in serials 
enabling him to give the films 
the requisite comic-strip ambi- 
ence. Dick Tracy's Dilemma 
(1947) had the detective pur- 
suing “The Claw", a villain 
with a steel daw in place of a 
hand, and Dick Tracy Meets 
Gruesome (1947) featured Boris 
Karloff as a splendid villain 


who deploys a mysterious 
gas that temporarily freezes 
victims. 

Rawlins's subsequent movies 
were minor but usually above 
average, notably The Arizona 
Ranger (1948), a western with 
some trenchant observations 
about the readjustment of men 
returning from war. and another 
western, Fort Defiance (1951), 
which explores the developing 
relationships among a group of 
settlers preparing for Indian 
attacks. 

Rawlins directed a few 
television shows in the Fifties, 
but after his last film Lost La- 
goon in 195S he left foe film 
business to pursue a highly suc- 
cessful career as a property 
developer. 

Tom 'Vallance 


i n . 

to run a training course lor 
, teachers in Bath. 

It was Welchman’s drive and 
determination that raised the 
monev lo set this up and the first 
course was held in 1969, with 13 
slate teachers and 10 from in- 
dependent schools taking part. 
The demand for places was so 
great that the course was re- 
peated for the next four years. 

Having begun to get the 
teachers organised, Welchman 

... J L., .luniinn tn »h«> nar- 


^The BDA's 4th Internation- 
al Conference, held last month 
in York, and attracting over 600 
delegates-, was the first she had 
not been able to attend but a 
concert in her honour enabled 
the BDA to show their appre- 
ciation of this “mother from 
Bath who thought she could do 
something". . 

Marion Welchman s world 
was not limited lo dyslexia. She 


teachers organised, Welchman was not nmiteo io ™ 

[urned^er auendon to U.e par- waaaver, 

ems. By 1970 she had travelled er in her *P aa ' 

rh*» rrmntrv talking io Darents many ol her friends were re 


ents. By 197U she naa traveueu ci >■> __ 

the country talking to parents many ol her friends were re 
and setting up local associations cipients of her verses to mark 
of parents and teachers, the first special events. She was able tc^ 
being in Bath in 1966. The infect her fnends with her en- 
need for a national organisation jqvment ol life, even when they 
was becoming urgent and, with found themselves committed to 
Welchman's encouragement, a course of action they hadn l 
eight local associations banded previously considered. 

c it., ».u; 


John Rawlins, film director, bom 
Long Beach, California 9 June 
1902 ; married (two sons); died 
20 May 1997. 


eigm luvaj uwiuiu 

together to form the British 
Dyslexia Association in 1972. 
Twenty-five years later, the 
BDA lias 100 local associations 
and over 75 corporate members. 

Welchman’s influence since 
these early days has been im- 
mense. She was a wonderful 


Jo IMatti 


Marion Eves, charin' adminis- 
trator btmi Pcnanh 6 June 1915: 
MBE 1992: married 1943 Den- 
nis Welchman ( died 1984; one 
son, two daughters); died Hatch 
End, Middlesex 19 April 1997. 




James Thin 


I spent several ^years pro- 
ducing the magazine’s boat- 
test reports with Geoff Radc We 
were known throughout the in- 
dustry as “the heavyweight 
team". This was partly a com- 
ment on our combined avoir- 
dupois but also a tribute to 
Pack’s remarkable knowledge 
and understanding of what 
made boats good or bad He was 
one of the best-read yachting 
writers I knew, with an ency- 
clopaedic knowledge of yachts, 
yachtsmen and the sea. 

Geoff Pads was diagnosed as 
suffering from lymph cancer in 
October last year. He tried 
hard to remain active right to 
the end His last saQ was 10 days 
before his death and his last 
piece of writing will appear in 
the July issue of Yachting 
Monthly. 





James Thin’s catalogues 
seemed to have a puzzling and 
arbitrary number of pence fol- 
lowing the number of pounds^ 
writes D. leoan Lloyd [further 
to the obituarv hv Tam Dalvell. 
5 June}. 


For example, books could be 
-need ai £3.15. £7.35, £12.60. 


priced at £3.15. £7.35, £12.60. 
1 discovered the reason for 
this was his quirky but delight- 
ful desire to continue to price 
hooks in guineas and then 
to decimalise the resulting 
figure. 


l H- * 


James Jennaln 



Geoffrey Gerald Pack yachsanan 
and journalist : bom Brighton, 
East Sussex 16 March 195S; 
married 1977 Louise Birch (mu 
sons, two daughters); died 
Winchester 23 May 1997. 


Pack: an understanding of what made boats good or bad 


J. Anthony Lukas, joumalisL 
died New York 5 June aged 
64. Winner of two Pulilzer 
Prizes; books include Common 
Gnuind: ii iwtnderu decade in the 
lives of three American families 
(1986). 

Magda Gabor, actress, died 
Rancho Mirage, California 6 
June aged 78. Sister of Zsa Zsa 
and Eva. hut enjoyed a briefer 
acting career. 

Elize Botha, died 6 June aged 
75. Wife of the former South 
African President P.W. Botha. 


CASE SUMMARIES 
♦ 

9 June 1997 


set were acquired as a single 
asset 

Richard BntmweS QC (HaifieU Pick- 
ering. Redditchi for the taxpayer. 
Launceloi Henderson QC (Inland 
Revenue Soticiior! for the Crown. 


Practice 

Abraham & anr v Thompson & ora; Ch 
D (Lloyd J) 12 May W97. 

There were circumstances, in- 
cluding but not limited to 
champerty, in which the court 
might stay a plaintiff's action 
because of the way it was 
being financed. 

Michael Bloch (DJ. Fireman) for the 
fifth and sixth defendants; Kenneth 
MacLean (Clifford Chance) for the 
first plaintiff. 


only to judge the facts as they 
existed at the time the warrant 
was applied for. There was no 
justification for excluding from 
the category of urgent cases 
those where the urgency would 
not have arisen nad the re- 
quested state taken action 
sooner. 

.■Hun Jones QC, Helen Malcolm (Bur- 
ton Copeland I for the applicant ; James 
Lewis (CPS) for the respondents. 


Stephen Knaftcr i Clone A Co) for the 
applicant. Keh tii Rutledge f Council 
Suftviiwj f.ir the respondent. 


the appellant,; Hahnider Smell .lin- 
ed Solicitor) for the nr,pmid,-iu\. 


Extradition 

R v Bow Street Magistrates' Court, ex 
part t Allison; QBD Dir Ct (Pill U, 
AstiQ J) L3 May 1997. 


A magistrate, on an application 
by the US Government for 
the issue of a provisional war- 
rant under para 5( l)(b) of Sch 
1 to the Extradition Act 1989, 
had to determine whether a 
case was "urgent" within the 
meaning of that word in art 
VTHflJ of the United States of 
America (Extradition) Order 
1976. The magistrate was not 
required to investigate the 
factual background which 
gave rise to the urgency, but 


Education 

Crane & anr v Lancashire County 
Council; QBD Crown Office List iFup- 
pj cited J) 12 May 1997. 

A Special Educational Needs 
Tribunal, when deciding 
whether a child should be ed- 
ucated at a mainstream school 
in order to receive the educa- 
tional provision which his 
learning difficulty called for. or 
a special school nominated by 
the local education authority, 
had no need, for the purposes 
of s 160(2)(a) of the Education 
Act 1993, to consider the pre- 
sumption in favour of main- 
stream schools or parental 
choice. However, when con- 
sidering whether a mainstream 
school would be compatible 
with the efficient use of re- 
sources under s 160(2){e), 
parental preference had to be 
balanced against cost. 

David Wolfe t David Lmene A for 


VAT 

Customs & Excise * The Kilrov Tele- 
rtslnn Co Ltd; QBD Crown I List 
(Canmath Jl 19 May 1997. 

Where a television company 
provided a huffet meal free to 
participants in a television pn»- 
gramme and the meal was the 
only recompense they received 
for that participation, input 
tax could be credited un the 
supply of the meal as it had 
been provided in pursuance of 
a contractual obligation, and 
was not business entertain- 
ment within the meaning of An 
5 of the Value Added Tax 
(Input Tax) Order 1992. 

Adson RmtrfQuwmtdk Eaclv Solic- 
itor) for the appellants; David F.uan 
fPkarimans) for the respondent 


Local government 

R v London Borough of Newtiont Cs 
p Gorenitin; QBD Crown Ofn« u,i 
t Cornwall! J) 13 May 1997. 

The duty to provide care and at- 
tention under s 21 uf the Na- 
tional Assistance Act 1948 only 
arose where persons were in 
need uf accommodation. It was 
noL therefore, possible fur the 
local authority to provide foud 
vouchers to a political asvlum 
.seeker who had accommodation 
but was otherwise destitute. 


Contempt 

Rc Steven-, and Holness; QBD Div Ct 
'Fill LJ. tatill ji 2i May 1997, 
Where there were allegations 
ol interference with a prose- 
cution witness, a Crown Court 
judge had no power to remand 
an alleged contemnor in cus- 
tody before a contempt had 
been proved. If a judge wished 
t«i make sure that an alleged 
contemnor was not at liberty for 
the rest of the trial he had ei- 
ther to adjourn the trial to deal 
w ith the summary trial of the 
contempt himself, or refer the 
matter to another judge. He 
could not remand the alleged 
contemnor in custody to await 
the decision of the Attorney 
General. 

Cohn Hutchison (lyndaHwootk. Birm- 
ingham) for the applicants; Philip Bown 

1 CPS I for the respondent. 


Adoption 


FD (Singer J) 10 Apr 1997. 

There was- nothing in the 
Adoption Adt 1976 to prevent 
the making of an adoption or- 
der in favour of a single person 
who was living with another 
in a homosexual or lesbian 

relationship. 

Jnvmy Posnansky QC Roger Bick- 
erdike for the mother; Sally Cahill for 
the local authority; Joanna TryihaU. 
solicitor for the guardian ad litem. 


A r. 


















business 


Smaller companies group presses for a three-tier market 


The campaign for 
stock market i s 

.srsss'gpS! 

fsyk^snt 

■ESSisWKS 

swaas-s 

Exchange agam“ thi^nw 
it should act on 
proposals formulated fivcyeaK 

T^^haihrewiernuir- 
SSfflH !??“*"«* ami 

me f rsE 250 index should hu 
grouped together in a. son of 
Premiership; the rest of the 
fully listed herd should 

rome what would amount to a 

Nationwide League and to 

m^tam the football analog 

AIM and Seat shares would 

' Conference 

» IS patently dear that in si, Xk 


T}* 1 rV, nris l ^ c requirements 
G, ax» Wellcome, differ 

W 'KF* from AIM-listed 
-lanford Rook. even if they are 

^ nr 8 co,n P a nies. 

„• ,. cou , r >** Ihe needs of in- 
M'tutiunal investors and private 
investors are also vastly dif- 
'^ cnl and the same argument 
, an V should be made for in- 

troducing systems to accom- 
their respective needs. 

Whether a two-tier market 
tor big and small investors will 
emerge is far from dear, 
but the Cisco initiative for mar- 
ket segmentation may make 
headway. After all. the Ex- 
change came out in Favour of 
the idea in 1992 and despite five 
years' inenia remains commit- 
ted to the multi-market formula. 

John Kemp-Welch, the 
Cazenovc man who is Ex- 
change chairman, drew atten- 
tion u> the need to “have a 
segmented market-place, pro- 
viding distinct markets for dif- 
ferent types of securities and 
investors'* in a recent speech. 


•"One size", said Mr Kemp- 
Wilch, “does not fit all.** and 
Katie Morris, Cisco's chief 
executive, has raised the 
possibility of companies de- 
serting London for Nasdaq, the 
American market, or the fledg- 
ling Easdaq European market. 

Obviously, the days when an 
aspiring domestic company 
only thought in terms of a 
home-grown quote are long 
gone. Paris and Frankfurt arc 
still small and insignificant 
share markets, but they are 
making strenuous efforts to in- 
crease their appeal. And Nas- 
daq and Easdaq have already 
enjoyed some success in attrac- 
ting companies which would 
normally settle for London. 

A variety of arguments for 
segmentation, including differ- 
ing tax needs, can be produced. 
But it is internal ionalisalion 
which could bring things to a 
head. History shows that reg- 
ulations gel more and more 
elaborate. As Cisco says: “In 
order to develop a thriving in- 
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temational market, the Ex- 
change may need to increase 
regulation - quarterly report- 
ing. international accounting 
standards - and respond to the 
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heavy influence of US invest- 
ment houses in areas such as 
corporate governance. To focus 
on defending the market in 
leading socks without paying 
due care and attention to the 
needs of smaller, developing 
companies is myopic.'* 

It adds: “Smaller compa- 
nies are important to the econ- 
omy, making a significant 
contribution to economic 
growth and wealth creation. A 
vibrant market requires a sup- 
ply of companies willing to 
submit themselves to rigorous 
transparency and regulatory 
rules, therefore being suitable 
as investment opportunities.*’ 
Clearly Cisco fears the Ex- 
change will get carried away by 
international demands, for- 


Gsco could well draw an un- 
comfortable comparison from 
the way small investors have 
been treated in the rush to ac- 
commodate the demands of the 
large investment bouses. 

t-act week, shares seemed 
mesmerised by New York. So 
it was appropriate that Legal & 

General’s investment team bad 
a rethink about Wall Street. It 
believes New York is overval- 
ued and suggests it will remain 
so in the longer term although 
a correction could be near. 

If L&G is right, yet another 
part of the argument for a soar- 
away Footsie remains in place. 
Forecasts for Footsie to hit 
5,000 in a year's time are com- 
monplace: some suggest it 
could be approaching S^OOO by 
the millennium. 

Turning to this week, 
Granada beads a hefty list of 
company results. The half- 
time profits, expected to come 
out at £240m against £1 S3 -5 m, 


will have been enhanced bv a 
full contribution from the 
£3.9bn FOrte takeover. 

The figures, however, will 
not be the main market 
interest. Investors remains 
fixated by the riming of asset 
sales, mainly former Forte 
businesses. 

Still for sale are nine up. 
market hotels, the Savoy Hotel 
stake and the computer main- 
tenance side. Other bits and 

? ieces are also on the block, 
here must be a strong prob- 
ability that Granada will an- 
nounce at least one disposal 
with its figures on Wednesday. 

Today BAA, the airports 
group, lands with year's results 
- around £440 m up from 

£4fl3m is expected before 
allowing fora £40m hit over the 
Terminal Five saga. 

The water reporting season 
continues and Hyder and Sev- 
ern Thent will no doubt stir up 
predictable Westminster reac- 
tion. Severn Trent, tomorrow, 
is expected to report little- 


changed profits of £372m. but 
its strong balance sheet could 
tempt a substantial dividend in- 
crease. Hyder, the Welsh elec- 
tricity ana water combine, will 
also have dividend growth in 
mind today, with profits some 
28 per cent higher at £2l5m. 
NatWesi Securities suspects 
Severn win increase its dividend 

1 1 per cent and Hyder by 14 
per ccm. 

Dairy groups Unigate and 
Northern Foods are unlikely to 
offer much in the way of profits 
cream. In a year of reshaping. 
Unigate is forecast to be off 
some £15m at £I10m when it 
reports today and Northern 
Foods, tomorrow, should he 
marginally higher at £128m. 

Among others on the results 
list are Electrocomponents, 
which is expected to produce 
£110m (against £98.9m); 
Christian Salvesen £86m 
(£76.6m): Firstfius £57m 
(£3l4m); British Land £75m 
(£65. 7m) and Meyer Interna- 
tional £40Jm (£3S.4m). 
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Centrica puts gas meter business up for sale 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The business responsible for a 
million coin and electronic pre- 
payment gas meters across the 
country has been put up for sale 
by Centrica, the demerged 
British Gas supply operation, in 

a move which will raise further 
doubts about the costs of sup- 
plying low-income customers as 
domestic energy competition 
emerges. 

British Gas Trading (BGT), 


Centrica's main supply arm, 
has recently invited offers to buy 
or ran the pre-payment meter 

operation throu gh a notice in 
the ; European Commission's 
official journal, though the 
ukelypnoe of any deal is being 
kept Commercially confidential. 
The business, called Quantum 
after the electronic smartcard 
meters which are progressively 
replacing the traditional coin- 
operated variety, was inherited 
by Centrica when the old British 
Gas split itself into two. 


The centra] Quantum office 
is based in Newcastle mid em- 
ploys around 150 staff, mostly 
carrying out “back office** tasks, 
with many employed on short- 
term contracts. Quantum, 
which remains a monopoly used 
by rival independent suppliers 
as well as BGT runs around a 
million pre-payment meters, 
though according to the Gas 
Consumers’ Council (GCC) 
only about 900,000 are in use at 
any time. The decision to hive 
off the division follows the es- 


tablishment earlier by BGT of 
a joint venture with Group 4, the 
security group, to offload its 
main household meter reading 
business, AccuRead. 

BGT confirmed it was exam- 
ining selling or outsourcing the 
Quantum office. A spokesman 
said: “BGT is looking at how 
this operation will run in the 
future, including a possibility of 
this service being provided out- 
side British Gas. Investigations 
into a number of options are at 
an early stage and the tender- 


ing process is only part of that 
ongoing investigation.” 

‘Die sale comes at a sensitive 
time for the industry, as the Gov- 
ernment has instructed Ofgas, 
the regulatory watchdog, to re- 
view differences in charges for 
pre-payment customers in com- 
petition trials under way in the 
South of England. The GCC has 
been increasingly concerned at 
the apparent reluctance of some 
independents to supply pre- 
payment customers, given the 
additional costs of up to £80. 


Sue Slipman, director of the 
GCC, warned that British Gas 

would have to invest up to £lm 
in improving the system before 
selling it off 

“If they want to sell it, they’ve 
got to spend moDey on it first. 
The issue is about how you get 
the investment in the system, es- 
pecially if the Government stops 
suppliers from cheny-pidring 
more affluent customers. It's a 
problem for the industry as a 
whole," said Ms Slipman. 

The GCC's solution was to 


impose a levy on suppliers who 
had not taken on a proportion 
of pre-payment customers. 

John Battle, the Industry 
Minister, warned last week that 
“unbundling” costs in the in- 
dustry should not make the 
poorest customers worse on. 

yarning of the dangers of ^uel 

poverty*. In one case the GCC 
found an independent gas sup- 
plier was charging 34 per cent 
more to supply pre-payment 
ny- tftr customers than those on 
direct debit. 


C&W set 

for key role 
in China’s 
£6bn float 


an 


us Grimond 
Chris Godsmark 


Cable & Wireless, the interna- 
tional telecommunications 
group, could become the lead 
corporate investor in the first 
Chinese telecoms group to 
open its doors to foreign capi- 
tal after a Hong Kong flotation 
which is expected to value ft at 
up to £6bn. 

Goldman Sachs, the US in- 
vestment bank, is said to be 
working on plans for the stock 
market launch of China Tele- 
com Hong Kong, which is to be- 
come the main vehicle by which 
China Telecom, the state oper- 
ator, raises outside capital for 
development. 

Such a move would represent 
an early payback for Dick 
Brown, C&W chief executive, 
following Friday's £726m deal 
to sell a stake in the group’s 
Hongkong Telecom subsidiary 
to China Telecom, when it was 
also promised a place as 
cipal foreign investor in < 
at some stage in the future. 

It could also prove the cata- 
lyst for Mr Brown to realise his 
long-cherished aim of gaining 
membership of Global One, 


the rival international telecoms 
network to BT and MCI’s 
Concert alliance, which includes 
his former employer, the US 
group Sprint. 

Entry by C&W up to now has 
been blocked by Deutsche Tele- 
com and France Telecom, which 
have argued that the British 
group has nothing to bring to 
the party. The possibility that ft 
wiH be the first foreign group to 
demonstrate a significant pres- 
ence in the world’s most popu- 
lous country may also pave the 
way for links with Nippon Tele- 
phone & Telegraph, the giant 
Japanese operator, which has 
been courted by all the main in- 
ternational telephone groups. 

Signs that Friday’s Chma Tele- 
com deal is already thawing 
relations with Peking came yes- 
terday in suggestions from Hong 
Kong yesterday that C&W was 
set to revive talks over the con- 
struction of a mobile phone 
network for the Chinese capital. 
The company is already working 
on a fibre-optic link between 
Peking and Hong Kong, which 
is set to transfer from British to 
Chinese control next month. 

China Telecom Hong Kong 
will be the largest public share 



Man with a message: Graham Wallace, Cable & Wireless Communications chief executive, with a poster in the group's 
intended to explain the rationale behind bringing together Mercury and the three cable companies 


issue yet of any company .with 
links to mainland China. The . 
plan is for it to have certain a&; 
sets of China Telecom injected 
into it before the flotation. 

Neither Cable & Wireless 
□or Goldman Sachs would com- 
ment on the reports yesterday, 
but insiders said a flotation of 
CTHK would be an entirely 
logical development. One com- 


mented: “That company has 
.been set up to take advantage of 
capital markets, jn Hong Kong 
and give foreign investors access 
to Chinese telecoms develop- 
ments. Cable & Wireless will be 
the lead corporate investor in 
that company {putting] us into 
a unique position as the only 
non-Chinese telecoms investor 
in China Telecom Hong Kong 


and through that into the Chi- 
nese telecoms market itself." 

According to C&W that mar-, 
ket is growing at the rate of the 
equivalent of one British Tele- 
com every 15 months. 

Friday’s deal involved C&W 
selling 5 .5 per cent of its 59 per 
cent stake in Hongkong Tele- 
com to China "telecom, with 
plans to reduce it in stages to 


reach parity with the Chinese. 

Mr Brown promised then that 
this would not -be the last 
announcement on the deal. 
“This establishes the platform for 
news to come later. It won’t come 
in the weeks ahead, but certain- 
ly in the months ahead. There is 
much to be done and that’s in the 
interests of both of us." 

Hie reports come as Cable & 


£45 m advertising campaign, 
Photograph: Emma Boam 

Wireless Communications 
launches a -single brand to re- 
place those of Mercury, C&Ws 
main UK subsidiary, and the 
three cable companies with 
which it has been merged. 

By September the separate 
brand names will have disap- 
peared in an operation which it 
knows must not confuse the 
public. 


Railtrack 

heads for 

new pay 

storm 

Clifford German 


Railtrack looked set to sail into 
a new controversy yesterday 
after it emerged that ft planned 
to press ahead with long-term 
bonus schemes which could 
reward directors and top man- 
agers with free shares worth in 
excess of £2m two years from 
now, without seeking share- 
holder approval. _ 

The news comes just days the 
rail group faced fierce criticism 
from John Prescott, the Envi- 
ronment and Transport Secre- 
taiy* over the announcement of 
a 27 per cent rise in annual 
profits to £34&n. and the bonus g 

is likelv to reignite the row over »• 
executive pay in the wake of the 
dispute between the Heritage 
Secretary Chris Smith and the 
directors of Camelot, the oper- 
ators of the National Lottery. 

Railtrack has rejected pres- 
sure from Rre, the Pensions and 
Investments Research Consul- 
tants, to comply with the 
recommendations of the Green- 
bury Committee report in 1995 
and seek fresh shareholder 
approval. The company argues 
that approval had been ob- 
tained before 1 May last year. K" 
while the government was the 
sole shareholder, and the re- 
quirements of the Greenbury 
report have therefore been meL 

The long-term bonuses are 
not due to be paid until 1999. 

But they are link ed to annual ■ 
bonuses payable over the next 
three years which allow direc- 
tors to pay half their annual cash 
bonuses into a trust which in- 
vests the proceeds in shares. The 
bonuses cannot exceed 40 per 
cent of basic salaries. After 
three years the directors could 
be entitled to five, times the 
value of funds in the trust. 

The exact value would be in- '.. 
fluencedby the performance of 
the shares, and also by extra pay- 
ments approved by the railways 
regulator to reward reduced 
delays in railway services. The 
Department of Transport said 
yesterday Railtrack had already 
been awarded an extra £72m for 
reducing train delays. 

The Department of Transport 
confirmed yesterday that ^ 
approval for the bonus schemes C.y 
had been obtained before pri- 
vatisation and had been mentio- 
ned in the flotation prospectus. 


A hi-tech boom helps the medicine go down 


Faced with the prospect of having a 
needle jabbed into their private parts, 
most men would politely decline, but 
until recently such an injection has 
been the most effective way to cure 
male impotence. 

Then Vivus, a US drug delivery com- 
pany, found an alternative - packag- 
ing the same drug into pellets to be 
delicatefy inserted into the urethra - 
and took half the $60m world market 
in four months. 

The next improvement could come 
from PowderJect, which will float on 
the London slock market this month 
and has a pain-free, needle-less in- 
jection. “If all men suffering from im- 
potence had treatment, this would be 
a J5(Xhn market," says Paul Drayson. 
PowderJect's chairman. 

As this example shows starkly, the way 
a dnigs given can matter at least as much 
as wfaat it does. This is the premise be- 
hind the drug delivery industry. The sec- 
tor has come from nowhere JOyeais ago, 
to capture a $12bn slice of the $150bn 
world-wide pharmaceutical market. 
Moreover drug delivery is growing fast 
- at 15-20 per cent a year, twice as fast 
as the wider drugs market. 

The product that put drug delivery 
on the map was a heart pill called 
Procardia XL. The first version of Pro- 
cardia, sold by Pfizer, had to be swal- 
lowed three times a day, restricting 
sales to $400m a year, and in 1989 was 
about to lose its patent. 

In a well-timed move, Pfizer linked 
up with Alza - a then tiny drug deliv- 


Injections without needles, pills with microchips - drag delivery 
systems are a rapidly growing sector, writes Sameena Ahmad 


ery company - which came up with a 
once -a-day version, reviving Procardia’s 
patent and tripling sales to SL2bn. Felix 
Thceuwes, Alza’s president of 
research and development, remembers 
the excitement: “We enormously 
expanded the market for angina drugs. 
Our technology gave Pfizer its first 
billion-dollar drug.” 

The range of delivery technologies 
today is vast and ingenious. It includes 
eveiythingfrom simple skin patches, in- 
halers, gels and nasal sprays to implants, 
piDswith microchips and contact lenses 
that release drugs into the eye. 

SkyePbarma’s Geomatrix technol- 
ogy, for example, can release a drag 
in tablet form immediately, slowly over 
days or in prescribed bursts so that, say, 
someone at risk of heart attack could 
take a pill before bed and get regular 
doses throughout the night Elan is de- 
veloping a smart pill embedded with 
a microchip and Alza has a titanium 
implant no bigger than a matchstick, 
that leaks out a cancer drag over a year. 

The most exciting area in delivery, 
though, is driven by the biotechnology 
industry, which is developing protein 
and peptide-based compounds like in- 
sulin. These large and complex mole- 
cules have to be given by injection 
because they are digested if swallowed 
and are too big to pass normally 
through the skin. 


Among the many companies work- 
ing in this area, Cortecs is developing 
insulin and brittle bone pills. Inhale has 
an insulin diy powder inhaler and 
PowderJect a helium pump which can 
drive molecules through the skin at 
three times the speed of sound. 

For both patients and healthcare pay- 
ers. there are huge benefits in all tfus 
- the easier a dreg is to take, the more 
compliant a patient will he. Alex Zis- 
son of US broker Hambrecht & Quist 



Company .. . v* Market value 

Alza Corpi (1® • .-. v : . 

$2.5bn 

CortecsfUK) .-... 

£277m 

Gygnus ■ 

$292m 

Dura.pharmacls <US) 

$1.7bn 

Elan Cotp (IrishAJS) 

£Z5bn 

Ethical HokJings (USAJK) 

$78m 

Guilford Pharmads 

$50 1m 

Inhale (US) . 

$307m 

Liposome Company (US) $993m 

FcmderJect (UK) •' 

£109m . 

RP Scherer •. 

$3-3bn 

Shire Pharmads {UKI 

£198m 

StyePharma (UK) 

£307m. 

TheraTecb (US) . ; 

$237m 

Vivus (US) 

•$13m 


says the cost benefits of improving com- 
pliance are central to the delivery sec- 
tor “In the US. 28 per cent of hospital 
admissions can be traced to people not 
taking their drugs properly.” 

Glen Trovers, chairman of Cortecs, 
says that less than a third of women 
prescribed hormone patches for brittle 
bones slay on the treatment after two 
years: “The cost to the US government 
in hospital fees lo treat broken bones 
is $10bn a year and growing." 

For the big pharmaceutical compa- 
nies, meanwhile, a clever delivery sys- 
tem can extend the patent life of their 
drugs, generating substantial extra rev- 
enues. The number of alliances with spe- 
cialist delivery companies is growing. 

Alza’s Mr Theeuwes says: “It is 
financially unrewarding for pharma 
groups to spend millions on their own 
technologies to improve just one 
drug." Donal Geaney. president of 
Elan, says: “Many medicines stay on 
the shelf because they cannot be 
delivered properly and this is costly." 

Rolf StaneL, chief executive of Shire, 
sees another reason for alliances: “Re- 
search directors in big pharma groups 
are not enthusiastic atxiut delivery. It 
does not lead to Nobel prizewinners.” 

Investors, though, should be more 
excited. While the small numbers of 
UK delivery companies are normally 
lumped in with their biotechnology 


cousins, as Jo Walton of broker 
Lehman Brothers points out. their risk 
profiles are substantially different 

“Delivery companies work on 
existing chemicals, where ail the data 
- animal tests, safety, which patients 
to target, which clinical trials to use - 
are already known. Times to market 
are shorter and the chances of success 
are higher.” Mr Zisson agrees: “It takes 
a delivery company about three to four 
years to get a drug to market, com- 
pared lo six years for a normal drug.’’ 

Financial risks are also lower. 
Robert Chess, chief executive of Inhale, 
estimates his research costs are a 
tenth those of an average biotech com- 
pany and with three times as many 
products, risks are spread. 

And as Richard Stewart, Skye- 
Pbarma’s finance director, points out, 
the development costs of reformulat- 
ing an old drug are borne by clients, 
while established sales and marketing 
teams can push the new version at min- 
imal cost “All this means more in roy- 
alties," he says. 

Though royalties can limit upside, 
companies working in protein delivery 
or on big drugs stand to gain substantial 
returns and make proms sooner than 
most biotechs. So far, their potential 
is more apparent in the US. Accord- 
ing to Ms Walton: “Investors are more 
cynical in the UK where hopefuls like 
Cortecs have not yet made it In the 
US there are some huge and profitable 
companies.” UK delivery companies 
may not be far behind. 
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IN BRIEF 


Abbey National rebuffs NatWest 

The board of Abbey National rejected the idea of discussing a £25bn 
roeiger with National Westminster Bank on the grounds that Abbey 
would be handed the unwelcome task of integrating the retail bank- 
ing divisions and taking responsibility for widespread branch clo- 
sures. redundancies and customer dissatisfaction. NatWest would 
meanwhile have the more glamorous task of creating an in- 
ternational mega-bank, which City wags christened Westminster 
Abbey. 

Chief executive Peter Birch believes there is no advantage for 
Abbey to pick up the problems and incur the immense unpopula- 
rity for the few hundred million pounds the integration could save. 
Abbey National’s future was more likely to lie in further growth, 
diversification and acquisitions, a spokesman said yesterday. Its - 
stated aim is to derive 50 per cent of its profit from non-tradit- ’ 
ionai activities by the year 2000. The figure is already 40 per cent' " ' 

Granada dampens expectations of YTT bid 

A report that Granada was lining up an imminent bid worth over 
£600ra for fellow north of England ITV group Yorkshire-Tyne Tees 
was being played down by both sides yesterday. Granada, which 
is forecast to announce a 31 per cent rise in annual profits to £34ftn - 
on Wednesday, is thought to have worked out a takeover plan- 
with Yorkshire, but nothing immediate is expected to come ofit.: * 
Any move this week would come as a surprise to Ward Thomas, 
as the Yorkshire chairman is not due back from a holiday hr die . 
south of France until Thursday. .1.- " 

Separately, Granada confirmed that it had agreed a £45mddat 
to sell Brawn’s Hotel in London's West End to Raffles Holdings, 
owner of the eponymous luxury hotel in Singapore. Brown^fc- 
quired I by Granada after the Forte takeover, has during its l80- 
year hfe played host to Haile Selassie, Napoleon m aid 
Theodore Roosevelt’s last night as a bachelor. . : • 

Work starts on Tunnel Rail link 

Engineering work op the Channel Tunnel Rail Link has begun, 
the developer, London & Continental Railways said yesterday. 
5? contracts together worth £800m on the 108km 

been P ul out for tender, and the first . 
bid, wo«h £30Om, has already been received. The first contract 
should be awarded by late summer. . 

Computer specialist plans float s 

P rov idcr of computer systems for the financial 
p a ?- u \ float lhis summer. It is expected to se$ J 
nl of ,ls - sha f es byway of a placing through brokiiT 
Greig Middleton, to raise f 10m. of which about £2m will bene^E' 
company was founded in 1986 by managing direep? ?■ 

fhe JJSfr W 5,° Ws slake from 45 tb 25 per ceut/ht . 

the year to the end of March last AIT doubled profits to fl.fcET: 

Latin America expected to lead growth V.;' 

° my wiU grow ty aboul 3.3 per cent this yesu-, ac- 
cording to 450 experts polled by the IFO research institute in 
K ^Pected to lead the way with 52 per 

d wth 4 Per cent. North America 2^ per cent 

ana Europe £3 per cent 


Publisher set for AIM listing 

Helicon Publishing, best known for publishing the Hutchinson Enr 
cyclopaedia, is planning a listing on the AIM next month. The com- 
pany was formed from a management buyout of the Hutchinson 
reference division from Random House in March 1991 
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TTie French and 
German governments 
tried both fudges and 
austerity, claiming 
Maastricht required 
such action. in the 
process they 
succeeded in linking 
the single currency 
with recession in 
voters' minds - an 
association which 
could still prove 
the death knell for 
the treaty’ 


business 


Fetish figure that threatens the single currency 




r | *hc scheduled 1999 start date for the 
X euro is looking increasingly rocky 
under the impact of twin blows Iran the 
French electorate and the German 
Bundesbank in the past few days. Yet if the 
Maastricht convergence criteria were 
interpreted sensibly, as the drafters of the 
treaty originally intended, then many of the 
latest difficulties would disappear. It is not 
too late for European politicians to realise 
this, and to start talking common sense on 
this subject, instead of just mouthing 
meaningless numbers from Maastricht. 

On the face of it, the obstacles to the 
scheduled start date now look formidable. 
Just as the French have become minded to 
ask for a looser interpretation of the 
Maastricht convergence criteria, and for a 
renegotiation of the Stability Pact, the abil- 
ity of the Kohl government to make con- 
cessions has been heavily circumscribed by 
its debacle over the Bundesbank's gold 
reserves. 

This is a very menacing combination. It 
remains Lo be seen whether the Jospin 
government will choose to keep its new 
demands within the confines of what can 
be agreed by the Bundesbank. If it does not, 
then delay or cancellation of the project mil 
become possible - as British politicians (al- 
ways hoping to dance on the grave of Maas- 
tricht) have eagerly pointed out this week. 

But some of these headaches are really 
quite unnecessary. They stem from an over- 
ngid interpretation or the Maastricht bud- 
get criterion *- an interpretation which has 
looked politically convenient in several 
countries for the last couple of years, but 
which now threatens the entire project. This i 
is how the problem arose. i 

When the treaty was first drafted, it was 
recognised that the existence of a single 
currency would cany inevitable implications i 


! for budgetary policy, and that this would 
require some form of supra-national 
policing of the fiscal stances of the mem- 
ber states. 

The reason for this is compelling. Once 
inside a single currency, members would be 
able to finance budget deficits at a com- 
mon rale of interest, and under certain 
circumstances this could mean that highly 
indebted countries would be able to lean 
on the creditworthiness of their fellow mem- 
ber states in order to hold down their own 
borrowing costs. 

In order to prevent this “free rider’* 
problem from getting out of hand, the treaty 
requires that, to qualify for membership of 
the single currency, countries must show 
that they have attained “sustainable” 
budget positions. This means that they must 
be in a position where Lheir budget deficits 
are low enough to stabilise their public debt 
ratios at a prudent level. 

So far, so good. No one with the slight- 
est understanding of economics 
could object to this requirement 
And no counity with a sustainable 
budget position (eg Germany) 3 *°*G DP 

would enter a monetary union \ 
with another member slate (eg 2 
Italy) unless it could be confident 1 — v- 

that the political system of the 0^1 
latter was capable of delivering 1 

a sustainable budget position for _1 1 

the indefinite future. - 2 

However, in a search to avoid .3 - 

the need for subjective judg- __ 

menls when the final membership 
came lo be assessed, the drafters r* 6 t*— 
of the treaty attempted lo define ‘ 
in numerical terms what a 
sustainable budget position might 
involve. Among other things, 
they suggested that it should 


ideally involve a debt ratio of under 60 per 
cent of GDP, and a budget deficit of under 
3 per cent of GDP. The 60 per cent debt 
ratio was arbitrarily set at the level which 
the EU happened to exhib it at the time, and 
the budget limit was set to correspond to 
this figure. But just in case anyone should 
take such arbitrary figures too seriously, the 
treaty included a number of hedge clauses 
which were intended to allow subsequent 
wriggling room, should it be needed. 

T Tnfortunately, however, the German 
U Finance Minister, Theo Waigel. 
decided to take the 3 per cent limit for the 
budget deficit absolutely literally, and also 
to apply it to the 1997 calendar year out- 
come (which had never been mentioned at 
all in the treaty). 

He did this for a simple reason. Ibwards 
the end of last year, it appeared likely that 
Germany and France would be able to 
reduce their budget deficits to below 3 per 


cent of GDP in 1997, but that Italy would 
not. Since the Germans felt that it would 


uninn [o their own electorate if Italy were 


The EU stability pact 


went around chanting his “3.0 per cent 
means 3.0 per cent" mantra, and for a while 
it be cam e deeply unfashionable to point out 
tha t such a literal interpretation of the 
bu dge t limit was completely contrary to the 
letter and spirit of the treaty. 

This convenient piece of political-speak, 
however, has badly backfired. As the 
recession has dragged on in both France 
and Germany, it has become apparent that 
the 3 per cent budget limit could not be hit 
in 1997 without either a series of budget 
“fudges", or some genuine austerity mea- 
sures which were entirely inappropriate in 
the economic circumstances. 

Governments tried both fudges and gen- 
uine austerity, claiming that 
Maastricht required such action. 
In the process, the same 
governments not only brought 
themselves into disrepute with 

their electorates, but succeeded 

in linking the single currency 

left with recession in the voters’ 

ininds - an association which was 

quite unne cessary, and could still 

■ prove the death knell for the 

tW treaty. 

I This association was unnec- 
essary because the treaty had 
dearly foreshadowed that the 
3 per cent limit could be waived 
in case of recession, both by 
saying that the structural (ie 
cyclically adjusted) deficit could 
be taken into account, and by 


deficit an* fu!ure Prospects for the 
anveiven" w ,m P? rta, ? L 35 lhe Outcome in 
not need \ ^’ ar ‘.^ ,e s «\glc currency does 
ii Pe lau ? tenl >' Md recession - 

to mike |J^P° llhciaas chosen 

IgT^TJ™ been °P cn ‘o the 
XGermans and Bench - and indeed it still 

“Gerln^ foI,owin g statement: 
ahtehS f nd I *? nce both nave sustain- 
* defined ■* the 
lhe fact thal our 
exceed 3 per cent or GDP in 
iy ^for cyclical reasons. 

* COu " tr ’ cs *“« demonstrated over 

SaSE”.?* 1 OUr P° li,ical systems can 
maintain this situation. Despite the 
Heredean efforts of the Prodi government. 

n ° l >' el demonstrated as much, 
foough significant progress is beim> made. 
We therefore intend to proceed to mone- 
tary union on lime, with Italy hopefully 
following shortly thereafter." 

J5*?Wy lhe UK would call this a 
fudge but it would not be one. Instead, 
it would be an adult statement of realitv. 
the kind of reality on which countries should 
really decide whether 10 form monetary 
unions with one another. Encouragingly. 
Wim Duisenberg. who shortly becomes 
head of the European Monetary Institute, 
said on Friday that the 3 per cent bud yet 
limit was a “fetish"’, and that what mattered 
was whether budgets were broadlv moving 
m the direction of sustainability.' 

Exactly. If France and Germany have the 
will to follow this line, then the 1999 start 
date can still be rescued - though, if Lionel 
Jospin is serious about the inclusion of Italv 
from lhe sian, then it is hard to see how 
this formula, or indeed any other, can 
accommodate his wishes. 
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THE VERY FIRST TOSHIBA AUTHORISED NOTEBOOK SUPPLIER 

Gultronics presents the new range of 
market leading TOSHIBA Notebooks 
at guaranteed unbeatable prices! 




SATELLITE 2I0CS/CT 

• Intel PI20Mhz - 16MB BX) Rni • 135GB Hard 
4sk* 113" Adv.STNfTFT coLdbpfcnr ■ Bufcin 
sound with Stereo speakers • 2 PCMCIA wirhZV 
Port • Intoned port ■ Opt swappfafe CD-Rom* 
Mtight 121® •' Win 950. 1 1 • 1 war hcT Winamy 


SATELLITE 220CS 

• food PI33Mhr • 16MB H30 Ram • 1.44GB Had 
tfck" 111" DSTN colour ( 2 MBWteo) • BuShnn 
sound with Sotrto speakers • 2 PCMCIA with ZV 
ftxt- Hb-red port* Opt swappable CD-Ront ■ 

Wag* 33kg •' Wh 953.1 I - 1 fer hrflVVWnwy 


SATELLITE PRO 430CDS/CDT 

•JnuelPraJMta' 16MB BX) Ram • 135GB Hard 
dak • 113" DSTNfTFT color • Swap able IQx 
CD ■ Bdwn sound, mic and Stereo speakers • 2 
PCMCIA dots with ZV Port • Mxed port ■ 
W^ght X2f« ■ Win 95/3.1 I ■ 3 Year WLWfrranty 




pH ' • If)f> 2 




SATELLITE PRO 440CDX/CDT 

• focel PI33Mhz wirii MMX • 16MB BX) Ram • 
1.44GB Hard (fide ■ 12.1" 1 colour • 
SMoahle Iftc CWtom * Bufc-*i 16-brt somd. 

nifc^dScereospeakm*2x32i!itPCMaA5^ 


TECRA 5I0CS/CDT 

• Intel Pi33Mhz* l(MB WO Ram • IJ5/2.17GB 
Hard dtdc - III" tt-rw DSTNfiFT oobur * 
Swapabie ICbc CD-Rom • Bufc-ki sand mic and 
Stereo spoken ■ 2x 32bk PCMCIA does ■ bh- 
red ■' Vmjti 17kg "3W hAWnsity 


TECRA 520CDT/530CDT 

* bed Pl66Mhx with MMX * 32MB BX) Ram * 
11 7GB Hard dak- <2.rTFT(hHa) ■ Smoafale 
llbr CWtom dta/ax modem *T6 ^k 

souid, mic &Soereo speakers '2x32bk PCMCIA 
•Hr*rtd-V^mg-3Whri.W6namy 




TECRA 730XCDT/740CDT 

. Intel P150Mhz MMX ■ 16MB EO Ram • 

2.l6fflR*k- iffiiasiESES 

|Qx CD*om .© rno^mv^tf 
j mi - a Stpreo speakers *2x32bt PCMCIA 


SALES 
HOTLINES 

0171 436 3IU 
0171 12] 4*12 



PORTEGE 300CT 

■ bri PI3Whz vrfdi httX ■ 32MB HX3 Ran • 

1 .44GB Hud dsk^ *10.4* l+resIFT colour • 16- 
be sound, me and Saroo speakers" 2x 32bk 
PCMCIA dots with ZV Port • Wra-red fm • 
VM^ic IJTIcg *Wn 9Sai I • 3^ far WlViArranty 

Bmuosmu 

oamurg a m 


PORTEGE 660CT 

• hid PISOMfo" 16MB BX} Ran • 1.44GB Hanl 

dtic • 113 " HhwTFT colotr • IQx 

CD-Rom* IWksoini,mic aid Stereo speakers 

• it Bbk PCMCIA widi ZV Port • Hranred • 
\Afeyitiag"W!n95aM "3fer KLWmmy 








LONDON WIP^if ] 
1975 


The Notebook Specialist 


: ~~ Loans 



TVanchises 


SPORTSWEAR MAKES MONEY! 

would vou be hiereslfri =:• Ukuiu on a wd! uitoblishoc frnnor 
ros, 1 -.' C4.9A5 whoii/.AiInu SPORTSWEAR Of ruSHiONS: Td. 
FREE INFORMATION von' 0-.:i FAX ON DEMAND lini.v 0 1 20 - D..C.V.— 
web site or http^vww.lnxlr.ia.ng.co uk or you coUd even Oik ,or n 
Dy :;hc mo us 0120 -'. o 2 -d^i 

To Ik to us. task to our irj-icnivees. above oil. gut the m‘crma?.c 

Linx Trading Limited 



I ■ Actual nmas and njonbmadhoodwh of akto noM EamaMoa 
who can oMr fctetoat bottan dhaml MM, MR high rimaftaMl 
Agents do not know tan contact. 

- How and wiim to buy tal and dub dwa rack boaon prieoa. 

* No bondtag or leancoB myind. 

-Soucaa olbtonltmrann and evraetd aAdaaaiaa, iraktog yoa 
Uttar prate. 

- GuidanM tocraadw and cod dtaettra advratlskig. Jbst by aaftig one 
Mat, Ms manual wd pay tar UaR amo 1 1 to only yowown lento, you 
«■ ban tta raacu of na goandeed taNott mas avaiy krae. 


LOANS FOR ANY PURPOSE 
£3,000 - £100,000 
3-25 YEARS 

APR'5 from 1 1.4% from variable 
Typical examplt i‘W) ova bO monib - i 11JT m momh toul cos 
JEM38.20 APR 13.8% variable 


namml haaaiwytliing you need, all badnMip aWt our one yaar 
Send ctaquafrastal enter iwdepayabto to: 

FRN Group 

2Z3 Rogant Stiaat, London WIB BOD j 
jjMflAr WWaninaccoRtanoewHiihaCM JH 
Aviation Regulations 1996 
ISSN 096263810 
Altow7 days fardalvary " 

T Fax 01714832656 


UCENSUJ CKED1T BKQKER5 WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST 


HOME INSURANCE ALSO AVAILABLE 
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP I T REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTOACE OR OTHER bMNS SECURED ON IT 

IMbdU HnMidBl Services Ud 
16 Frioonoa Mem. 167-169 Loadoo Rd 
Bnyton. Senrey KT2 6PT 


ARRANGING 
MORTGAGES 
LOANS AND 
INSURANCES 

-You can earn £25,000+ 
-Working Full or P/time 
-No experience required 

FREE INFO PACK 
Tdb 0181 546 9333 
Trigold Financial 
Services Ltd 

Small rcfaadflMe deposit 

LOOKING FOR A lucrUh* 1M OT 
2nd taconw ft taw* noUntlon 6 
doaba? Call 0181 298 4948 CM 
J2 

M THIS 
NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU j 

U you have a complaint I 
about an item in this f) 
newspaper which 
concerns inaccuracy, 
intrusion, harassment 
or discrimination, write 
to the editor about it- 

If you're still dissatisfied 
you can write to ibe 
Press Complaints 
Commission. i 

I an independent ■ 

organisation established j 
to uphold an editorial 
Code of Practice 
for the Press. 

THIS NEWSPAPER 
j ABIDES BY 
I THE Pec’s DECISIONS 


P<€ 


I I SALISBURY SQUARE 
LONDON BC4Y SAC j 

Telephone 0171 353 1248 i 
Facsimile 0171 353 8355 
It Thu spotr tuu tvoi I 

! 4 — V in. Am nnh'i.L. I 


Franchises 




Tata at ai a£naad pnpaty 
l fntefcul rHiafng your 
on practice ad wa ft 
flam nr 18 job amafcwe 
in Nl Mteti Bswy 
terothn pmpeny n u to L 
Oar nkpe mm ud 
U egapragme 108.750 


a Qwrw property 
•Pnyf y drating 


United mvinSsble. 
CdftrMinCMMk. 

01327340408 


"The UhhttMU Bat men 
Success Gntde” 
J»wm flU your qaesion^ 
Write W. The Batinaa Caine, 
Dqrt. DIO. FREEPOST 
Lon 3545. London W14 9BR 
or telephone oar 
24 hr. info tine 0171 565 0194 


Opportunities 


, jn ^ 1 \ 1 I | •, - 


Opportunities 


NOTICE 
TO READERS 

Whilst we take reasonable 
precautions with all 


You've planned pour new business. 
Now write your business plan. 



Paqe IS shows uou how. 


Cal] 0300 777 838 


■r u H i i.i i ' St. b’ 




Surname 


Address 



Postcode 


OL371 


A Nat West 

More than just o bonk 


National Westminster Bank Pic. 4 1 Lothbenj, London EC2P 2SP. Regutated by the Penawl Inwitraent Aodmtof 
and IMB0. Member o» the NnflUnt Ufe ond NatWtstUnit Trwt Mutating Gram BdtMng on the We oBunnc^ 

pendens ond unit products ontg of that MortCTnq Groop. 

Cafe vddi NaiWea may b« monltofe#tt«nW to mdntoto and impravt oar jevfce. 














Matthew Brace 

on Appleby’s 
horse fair - the 
biggest event 
in the gypsy 
calendar 
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They are hounded off the land, 
their children are turned away 
from schools and they are 
treated with contempt by much 
of society, but this week the 
gypsies are celebrating their 
life and traditions in style. 

The great horse fair at 
Appleby is the biggest event in 
the gypsy calendar. Thousands 
make the pilgrimage from 
around Britain. Ireland and 
the Continent to the small 
Cumbrian market town beneath 
the glowering Fennines to catch 
up with relatives, meet future 
marriage partners and sell 
horses. 

During the weeks prior to the 
fair gypsies begin arriving, 
decorating the nearby lanes 
with their painted caravans. 
This year many were not given 
access to their traditional camp 
site overlooking the town on 
Fair Hill, or Gallows Hill as it 
is also known, until the last 
minute, causing overcrowding in 
the roads approaching the town. 

Appleby has a festival air 
about it Between the painted 
caravans are trading stalls and 
fortune tellers and the streets 
are full of gypsies and hangers- 
on who come to see a slice of 
ancient travelling life. In the 
evenings, the gypsies drink late 
under light, summer skies and 
across Fhir Hill the sounds of 
ancient ballads can be heard 
from the campfires. 

But the fair has an altogeth- 
er more serious side too. It is 
where old scores are settled. 
Barely a year goes by without 
fights between sworn enemies 
taking place. 

And there is the cut-throat 
business of horse-selling. Hors- 
es are washed and groomed 
along the banks of the river 
Eden which flows through the 
town and dealers demonstrate 
their animals' fitness and 
strength by running them 
through the crowds at speed, 
scattering the on-lookers. Un- 
til a recent ban. the horse dash- 
es took place through the main 
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Ground work: Gypsies on Fair Hill in Appleby ready for this week's horse fair. Travellers have gathered there to celebrate their way of life for centuries (below) 


Main photograph: David Rose 


streets, their owners shouting 
for people to get out of the way. 

Thousands of pounds change 
hands on races run over the 
meadows and lanes where it is 
common to see horses gallop- 
ing without harnesses and their 
young riders sometimes going 


bareback. The harness races, 
with small buggies, also draw die 
crowds. 

Today is one of the mam trad- 
ing days when vital money is 
earned to see the dealers 
through the lean winter months 
of travelling ahead. Some fam- 


ilies have been making a living 
trading horses a! Appleby for 
centuries. 

The fair is said to date from 
1685 when James II gave Ap- 
pleby a charter for “the pur- 
chase and sale of all manner of 
goods, cattle, horses, mares 
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of it (11,4) 

27 Original sign (7) 

28 Shakespearean role that 
isn’t fleshed out? (7) 

DOWN 

1 Woman’s doing wrong 
keeping European duck 

( 7 ) 

2 Artist Colin drove Di- 


ana crazy (8,24) 
Wanderer heads 


Wanderer heads off to 
the other side (4) 
Result of quarrel (4,3) 
Look again at safety- 
first notices (7) 


Up-beat game (4 
There’s no way ai 


ACROSS 

I Isn’t close to being finan- 
cially comfortable (4-3) 

5 Okay, Norwegian 
leader’s politically cor- 
rect (5,2) 

9 Go flat out? (2.44.4) 

10 Backing successful 
cheese production (4) 

II Nominal fine received 
by a number (5) 

12 Weaken bearing inside 
and cause crack (4) 


15 Definitely suspect de- 
nial given at first (24) 

16 I leave a soldier to deal 
with naval chief (3-4) 

17 Sounds like they tamper 
with fruit (7) 

19 Show house? (7) 

21 Enjoy life in Bali very 
much (4) 

22 Scottish explorer put on 
a jacket (5) 

23 Lover of fashion? (4) 

26 It’s easy to make a meal 


7 There’s no way ahead at 
this point (34*24,4) 

8 Writer’s block? (7) 

13 Author of French article 
is taken in by female (5) 

14 Illegal act by councillor 
concealing copy (5) 

17 Prophet established a 
church in West African 
country (7) 

18 Glib talk about a new 
breed of dog (7) 

.-19 Fetching last quarter’s 
receipts (7) 

20 Country cure’s drunk 
without fuss (7) 

24 Fairy Queen, Greek 
character's found grip- 


ping (4) 
25 Heard c 


Heard of chance to en- 
tertain (4) 



and geldings “. However, some 
maintain horses have been Had- 
ed in Appleby since as far back 
as the 13th century. This year's 
fair, which ends on Wednesday, 
is expected to attract more 
than 20,000 people. By Satur- 
day morning, more than 500 car- 
avans had parked up and Fair 
HOI was already crowded. 

Gimbria police, wisely, let the 
gypsies get on with it As one 
duty officer put it on Friday 
night: “1 wouldn't say it was ever 
quiet round the horse fair. 
There are always some gypsies 
who get into fights with old 
rivals, but they don’t involve the 
public. So far this year it’s 
peaceful" 

There are other horse fairs 
around Britain. Charles Kight- 
ly's compendium of traditional 
festivals and rituals. The 
Customs and Ceremonies of 
Britain . notes the Bamaby Fair 
at Boroughbridge, North York- 
shire, in late June, one in Brigg. 
Lincolnshire, in the first week 
of August, and the West York- 
shire and Dewsbury Fair in late 
August But none is as grand 
and as impressive as Appleby. 

Charlie Smith, chairman of 
the Gypsy Councfl, an inde- 
pendent rights group, ac- 
knowledges that the Appleby 
Horse Fmr and the whole gyp- 
sy way of life has been at risk 
for years but blames the previ- 
ous government for doing much 
to make the situation even 
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worse. 

“This fair, all our fairs, all our 
traditions, are under threat 
It’s not a new thing but since the 
Criminal Justice Act was intro- 
duced, things have got worse," 
be said. 

“Wb have had far more prob- 
lems with the laws of trespass 
which have seen more and 
more gypsies turned off land" 

The trespass laws have 
allowed police to evict gypsies 
along with other itinerant 
travellers and squatrers with 
greater ease. 




mmwm 









Also, reports Mr Smith, 
far more gypsy children are 
being turned away from schools, 
causing a serious setback 
to literacy rates and meaning 
that more travelling families 
having to find time to educate 


their children themselves. He is 
hoping that Labour in govern- 
ment, as they promised in 
opposition, will avert the decline 
in gypsies' rights and he is 
awaiting a reply from J.*bn 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 


^■”' Sler -. w ' i,h whom he has 
requested ulky.. 

,r lh,s *«k. politics and 
Lhe h; * N arc *** P ut aside as 
showofgyp- 

Dard . n v and ^‘^bration 

P rlKs,, n a Cumbrian hfllside. 
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